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                                                                                   Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio
Rose Garden Park Maintenance Proposal
San José --- In an effort to restore appropriate maintenance to the San Jose Municipal Rose Garden Park, Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio is requesting that the City of San Jose consider adopting a “pilot program” that would allow for a private entity to provide park maintenance for the San Jose Municipal Rose Garden Park for one calendar year.
Councilmember Oliverio will be holding a Press Conference with Rose Garden residents on Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at 11:00 AM at the Rose Garden Park (at the fountain) to tour the park and discuss his proposal. 
The San Jose Municipal Rose Garden Park was acquired by San Jose in 1927.  It is a regional park covering approximately 5 ½ acres and is the home to many weddings, graduations and other memorable community events.
Over the past year, the Rose Garden Park has been severely neglected.  Weeds are taller than rose bushes, the bathrooms are not maintained properly and rose beds are now the home to 
“crab grass.” Residents are concerned about the future of the park if maintenance does not improve.
“I don’t believe that budget cuts are an excuse for not maintaining our city parks properly,” stated Councilmember Oliverio.  “We must use the money we do have wisely and at the same time investigate alternative ways that are fair and prudent to ensure that our parks are maintained and cared for properly.”

“If the quality of service improves and the city saves money, then the money saved could be spent on libraries, code enforcement and public safety,” shared Oliverio.
Councilmember Oliverio drafted a memo asking the City Council to consider adopting a “pilot program” that would allow for a private entity to provide park maintenance at The San Jose Municipal Rose Garden Park for one calendar year.  The memo will be heard at the Rules and Open Government Committee on Wednesday, April 18th at 2:00 PM.
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