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District 10 Councilmember Nancy Pyle Provides

HP Grant to Assistance League
Grant will help fund the Operation School Bell Program

San José  ---- San Jose city councilmember Nancy Pyle is pleased today (September 16th, 2005) to announce that District 10 will be providing a $2,500 HP grant to the Assistance League in order to assist the non-profit in its continued excellence in service towards the District 10 community.

Councilmember Pyle stated, “For over a century the Assistance League has provided a service to communities across the United States, and I am pleased to lend my support to an organization which has done so much to benefit underprivileged children in our District through the wonderful Operation School Bell Program.”

Since 1894 the Assistance League has offered volunteers the ability to help people achieve a better quality of life. This volunteer driven organization was the first nonprofit organization established in the Western United States and today the Assistance League has over 110 chapters throughout the nation and more than 24,000 members who combined, invest over 2,000,000 service hours each year. Assistance League chapters have become a vital part of their communities, which raise over $30,000,000 annually in funds that go directly back into their individual communities. The San Jose chapter was founded 23 years ago and has participated in the Operation School Bell program, a signature project of the Assistance League, since 1994. 

The mission of Operation School Bell is to provide school children in need with new clothes, jackets, shoes, literacy programs, school supplies and hygiene kits with the goal of helping kids feel not only better about themselves – but about going to and staying in school. [more]

Studies show that children who come to school inappropriately dressed are at a disadvantage and that appropriate school clothing can improve school attendance and help classroom performance. By providing proper clothing and the learning materials, Operation School Bell helps children arrive in the classroom better prepared to learn. 

The San Jose chapter held their Operation School Bell event at Olinder Elementary School in Downtown San Jose on Wednesday, September 14th , 2005. The program occurred simultaneously at over 20 different schools in the area and over 2,200 children received new uniforms and supplies. Chapter President Maureen Noel noted that the Assistance League has been serving the San Jose community for many years and helped clothe and supply nearly 10,000 children. Councilmember Nancy Pyle was on hand to watch as a class of kindergarteners came in to be fitted for the new uniforms they would be receiving. Following the measurement taking, Councilmember Pyle presented the Assistance League with a $2,500 HP grant to continue their efforts in the local community. In addition to the grant, Councilmember Pyle also presented commendations from the City Hall and her office to the Assistance League organization and prominent, long time member Karen Bode. These commendations highlighted the innovative programs and rich traditions of community aid and service which are keystones of the Assistance League.
HP grants are awarded through a $25,000 annual fund from Hewlett-Packard which is given to each of the San Jose city council district offices. Councilmembers are given the choice of bestowing these funds upon local organizations that have provided an invaluable service to the communities in which they work. 

“Coming from a background in Education, I know how important it is for children to gain the self esteem brought about by having access to the same resources and supplies as their peers. The Operation School Bell program is incredibly valuable because it provides not only the physical supplies for underprivileged students, but also the feelings of self-worth and confidence which are critical to a child’s success in their education.” states Councilmember Pyle.

For more information about the Assistance League and Operation School Bell, visit their website at www.assistanceleague.org.
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