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Gardner Neighborhood Will Keep Cool This Summer
A New Community partner steps up at Biebrach Pool
(San José, CA) –  A new community partner has stepped up in the Gardner neighborhood to keep the Biebrach Pool open this summer.  Sparkle Swim School, in conjunction with a sponsorship from Councilmember Sam Liccardo in District 3 and the new San Jose Parks Foundation, is the latest San Jose pool to remain open this summer.  
Sparkle Swim School is a small, local group of area swim coaches, headed by Marcelo Castro and Israel Rangel, who contacted the city to keep the aquatics program alive in San Jose in the face of severe budget cuts.  Wanting an opportunity to make a difference in the community, Castro and Rangel put together a partnership to keep Biebrach’s pool open this summer.

“The partnership between Sparkle Swim, San Jose Parks Foundation and my office leverages resources, but more importantly it provides opportunities for kids to learn how to swim and have some fun this summer. Biebrach is a great example of a neighborhood serving pool with tremendous positive impact on community. This is a great moment for the neighborhood,” said Councilmember Liccardo. 
Part of the initial funding comes from the newly-founded parks foundation.  The foundation will serve as a vehicle to assist the city in keeping parks and programs open in the future.  “This successful partnership allows a vital community program to remain open this summer,” states Jim Reber, Executive Director.  “Membership will be the key to the foundation’s success and ultimately, the community will benefit.”
In early May, City Manager Debra Figone released the 2010-2011 Proposed Operating Budget for the City of San José that closes a $118.5 million shortfall (including Development Fees) through significant reductions in City staffing and important City services including public safety, transportation, parks, libraries, and community centers. Proposed reductions included the closure of all city aquatics facilities except the Camden and Mayfair pools, located at city community centers.
Earlier this month, city officials announced that the Rotary Ryland and Fair pools will open with a partnership with the California Sports Center and Almaden Lake Park’s popular open swim program will open thanks to a fundraising effort led by Councilmember Nancy Pyle in district 10
The City Manager’s proposed budget and other documents are online: go to www.sanjoseca.gov and click on Budget Info. The City Council began considering the proposed budget through a series of budget study sessions that started May 10th. Public hearings on the budget were held on May 18, with another one scheduled on June 14, and adoption of the new budget will be on June 22nd. 

###

ABOUT SAN JOSE PARKS FOUNDATION
San Jose Parks Foundation is a newly-formed nonprofit organization established to preserve, promote and enhance our city parks. With dwindling city resources, it is up to private citizens, businesses, and community organizations to support our city parks. To join the foundation and become a trailblazer of the community, go to www.sanjoseparks.org
ABOUT SPARKLE SWIM SCHOOL
The Sparkle Swim School will be offering recreational swim programs at the current city rate and an array of swim lessons.  A scholarship program will be offered to ensure affordable access to the local residents. 
www.website.com  (408-332-3623)
ABOUT BIEBRACH POOL
The Biebrach Pool is located at West Virginia St. & Delmas Ave, The proposed swim program will be Mondays through Saturdays, June 21 through August 15.  Please contact the Sparkle Swim School for exact times and schedules.  www.website.com
