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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The technical report that follows describes the biotic resources of an approximately 81-acre site
in the City of San Jose in Santa Clara County, California, and evaluates possible constraints such
resources may pose for eventual site development. This biotic assessment is being conducted in
support of the Evergreen Smart Growth Plan EIR. The study area (hereafter referred to as “the
site”) is located just southwest of the intersection of Capitol Expressway and Quimby Road in
the Evergreen area of east San Jose (Figure 1). Ruderal non-native grassland, coyote brush scrub
and man-made seasonal wetland habitats occur on the site. The location of the site can be found
on the San Jose East U.S.G.S. 7.5” quadrangles at Township 7 south, Range 1 east, SE corner of

Section 13.

Site development of open space parcels can damage or modify biotic habitats used by sensitive
plant and wildlife species. In such cases, site development may be regulated by state or federal
agencies, subject to provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), covered by
policies and ordinances of the City of San Jose, or some combination of these four conditions.
This report addresses issues related to sensitive biotic resources occurring on the site, along with
the federal, state, and local laws related to such resources and mitigation measures that may be
required to reduce the magnitude of anticipated impacts. The analysis of impacts, as discussed in
Section 3.0 of this report, was based on the known and potential biotic resources of the study
area (discussed in Section 2.0). Sources of information used in the preparation of this analysis
included: (1) the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CDFG 2004) and (2) the Inventory of
Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California (CNPS 2001) and (3) manuals and
references related to plants and animals of the Santa Clara Valley region. Reconnaissance level
field surveys were conducted within the study area on June 22, 2004 by Pamela Peterson,
biologist with Live Oak Associates, Inc., at which time the principal biotic habitats of the site
were identified and the constituent plants and animals of each were noted. Additional surveys to
assess potential impacts to burrowing owls occurring on the site were conducted by LOA
biologists Pamela Peterson and Davinna Ohlson on June 29, July 9, and September 13, 2004,
Additional burrowing owl surveys were conducted on the site by Davinna Ohlson on May 2-5,

2005, to assess any changes since the September 2004 survey.
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1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project would develop the 81-acre site with a mix of residential and commercial
uses. It is also anticipated that some acreage would be designated for park/open space purposes,
which could include a sports complex and a community center. The size and locations for these
various uses on the site have not yet been determined. Therefore, for purposes of this Biotic

Assessment, it is assumed that the entire site would be affected by the proposed project.
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2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The approximately 81-acre study area is located in the City of San Jose in Santa Clara County.
The site is bounded to the north by Quimby Road and commercial businesses (including the
Eastridge Shopping Mall); to the east by Capitol Expressway; to the south by Moss Creek
Mobile Home Park and Leyva Middle School; and to the west by single-family residential
development. Existing development is currently absent from the study area. The site is
topographically level at an elevation of approximately 125 feet National Geodetic Vertical
Datum (NGVD). Habitats occurring on the study area include ruderal non-native grassland,

coyote brush scrub, and seasonal wetland.

Four soil-mapping units have been identified on the site and these soils are described in greater
detail in Table 1 and depicted in Figure 3. None of the soils occurring on the site are> considered
to be hydric, although hydric soil inclusions may occur. None of the soils are considered to be of
a type, such as serpentine or alkaline soils, that are known to support certain populations of

special status plant species.

Table 1. Descriptions of soil mapping units of the 81-acre study area (NRCS 1968).

Soil Mapping Unit Drainage Class Parent Material
Ca Poorly Drained Campbell Silty Clay Loam
Cc Poorly Drained Campbell Silty Clay Loam, Clay Substratum
Ch Poorly Drained Clear Lake Clay, Drained
Mh Moderately Well Drained Mocho Clay Loam

Annual precipitation in the general vicinity of the study area averages approximately 14 inches,
almost 82% of which falls between October and May. Virtually all of this precipitation falls in
the form of rain. Stormwater runoff readily infiltrates the soils of the site, but when field
capacity has been reached, gravitational water flows off of the site into storm drains which empty

into creeks and rivers in the vicinity of the site.
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2.1 BIOTIC HABITATS

Three biotic habitats have been identified on the study area (Figure 3). For the purposes of this
study, these natural terrestrial communities are identified as follows: ruderal non-native
grassland, coyote brush scrub and seasonal wetland. Biotic habitats of the study area are

discussed in greater detail below.

2.1.1 Ruderal Non-native Grassland

Ruderal non-native grassland habitat is the dominant habitat on the site. The term “ruderal”
refers to habitats that have been heavily disturbed by human factors. The grasslands of the site
are disced on a regular basis and, at the time of the June 2004 surveys, they had been disced
within the past 30 days (Pers. comm. Lamon Hunt, Arcadia Homes). The site appears to have
once been used as agricultural lands, but appeared to now be fallow. In addition to regular
discing, the site is impacted by other human disturbance. For instance, trash and large debris
such as piles of cement, grocery carts, tires, wood pallets and old furniture are scattered
throughout the site and the site is apparently often used by homeless persons, with some
homeless persons observed camping on the site during the surveys. Additionally, there was

evidence of a recent grass fire in the western portion of the site.

This grassland habitat of the site is dominated by annual grasses and forbs of European origin.
Non-native grasses observed here include slender wild oats (4dvena barbata), soft chess (Bromus
hordaceus), barnyard barley (Hordeum murinum ssp. leporinum), ripgut brome (Bromus
diandrus) and Italian wild rye (Lolium multiflorum); while common non-native forbs include
black mustard (Brassica nigra), wild radish (Raphanus sativa), yellow star thistle (Centauria
solstitialis), Italian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), perennial pepperweed (Lepidium
latifolium), jimson weed (Datura stramonium), and milk thistle (Silybum marianum). With the
exception of occasional patches of narrow-leaved milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis), very little

native vegetation was found growing within this habitat.

Non-native grasslands can provide important habitat to many terrestrial vertebrates. As many as
23 species of reptiles and amphibians, 100 species of birds, and 50 species of mammals are
known to use grassland habitats of central California (Mayer and Laudenslayer 1988). A number

of these species are expected to utilize grasslands occurring on the site throughout all or part of
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the year as breeding and foraging habitat. However, a particular habitat’s importance to the
wildlife of a region can be affected by many factors including the proximity of suitable nesting
sites, the amount of available escape cover, the availability of water and food, as well as the
amount of human disturbance. Because the site has been disced on a regular basis, is surrounded
on all sides by urban development, is located adjacent to a major six-lane expressway, and lacks
a source of year-round water, the site’s value as habitat for many wildlife species occurring in
the local region is greatly diminished. Nonetheless, some wildlife was observed using the site
during the June surveys, and still other species which were not directly observed would be
expected to use this habitat year-round or seasonally. Wildlife which were observed on the site or

which would be expected to occur there are described in more detail below.

The brush piles and occasional piles of broken cement found throughout the grassland area may
provide habitat for several reptile species including western fence lizards (Sceloporus
occidentalis) which were observed during the surveys as well as the California alligator lizard
(Elgaria multicarinatus) and the gopher snake (Pituophis melanoleucus). All of these species
would be expected to forage in the grasslands of the site for prey which may include insects,

»small mammals and birds.

Resident and migratory birds breed and forage in grassland habitats. Birds observed in the
grasslands of the site include northern mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos), mourning dove
(Zenaida macroura), and rock dove (Columba livia). Additionally, several species of raptor
were observed using this habitat during the survey. Raptors which were observed foraging over
the grasslands include red-tailed hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), American kestrels (Falco
sparverius) and turkey vultures (Cathartes aura), while burrowing owls (dthene cunicularia)
were observed utilizing ground squirrel burrows within the grassland habitat. Although not
observed during the surveys, other raptors would be expected to forage in this habitat including-
sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus) and white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus). In addition to
the raptors, other resident bird species would be expected to use the non-native grasslands of the
site including the western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) and red-winged blackbird (Agelaius

Pphoeniceus).
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Several species of mammals were either observed in the grasslands of the site or would be
expected to occur there from time to time. Hundreds of California ground squirrels
(Spermophilus beecheyi) and several black-tailed jackrabbits (Lepus californicus) were observed
during the surveys. Other small mammals not observed during the survey but likely to occur here
include Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomonys bottae), western harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys
megalotis), and California meadow vole (Microtus californicus). Small mammals often attract
predators, including the reptiles and birds previously discussed, as well as mammalian predators.
Small mammalian predators that are well-adapted to human disturbance, such as Virginia
opossum (Didelphis virginiana) and raccoon (Procyon lotor), would be expected to forage for
prey here. However, because of the urban surroundings, larger mammalian predators such as the
coyote (Canis latrans), bobcat (Felis rufus) and mountain lion (Puma concolor) are presumed

absent from the site.

2.1.2 Coyote Brush Scrub

Coyote brush scrub habitat occurs on the southern portion of the site in a large rectangular area
which is raised approximately three feet from the surrounding grasslands. This habitat is
dominated by coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), but it appears that it may at one time have been
an orchard as cultivated pear (Prunus sp.), almond (Amygdalis communis), and black walnut
(Juglans hindsii) trees were observed in this area. Other plant species occurring within the scrub
habitat include blue elderberry (Sambucus mexicanus), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepus), toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia), and one large Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii). Because this
area had not been disced, the herbaceous understory was relatively tall and consisted primarily of
the same annual grasses and non-native forbs such as those found in the surrounding non-native

grasslands.

Reptiles expected to occur in the coyote brush scrub habitat would be similar to those which

occur in the grassland habitats of the site.

Resident birds observed in the scrub habitat during the June 2004 survey include mourning dove,
bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus), California towhee (Pipilo crissalis), and house finch

(Carpodacus mexicanus), all of which find cover and suitable foraging habitat in the shrub and
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