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SAVE OUR TRAILS STATEMENT
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July 27, 2009

“Save Our Trials — Connecting Our Santa Clara County
Communities” is a non-profit, unincorporated association of approximately
200 residents and homeowner associations whose mission is to assist local
governments to defend, acquire, construct and maintain the Santa Clara
County Master Trail System -as adopted by the Cities and County in their
general plans and other planning documents- for the enjoyment of all
persons.

We appear before you tonight in service to our first mission —
assisting local government to defend the Master Trail System — specifically
the Three Creeks Trail, also known as the Willow Glen Spur Trail.

This proposed trail is the key to the entire County Master Trail
because it runs through the heart of San Jose (from downtown Willow Glen
on the west across to Happy Hollow Park on the east) connecting (1) both
the Willow Glen and Eastside communities, not only to each other, but also
to (2) the downtown Guadalupe River Park and Gardens, (3) the Arena, (4)
the proposed Ballpark, (5) the Diridon Caltrain, Lightrail (and proposed Cal
High Speed Train) Station, (6) the Guadalupe Trail, (7) the Los Gatos Creek
Trail, (8) the Coyote Creek Trail, and (9) the Bay Area Ridge Trail.

The San Jose 2020 General Plan Scenic Routes and Trails
Diagram, designates the Three Creeks Trail as a City of San Jose
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“Scenic Trail.”

So does existing City of San Jose Greenprint of August 2000. 2

''See: p. 269, Map 17. (Exhibit 1, attached.)
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Save Our Trails is simply asking that this Committee preserve
these wise designations, rather than abandoning the Three Creeks Trail
on the Eastside as the proposed revision to the Greenprint before you
tonight inexplicably and harmfully proposes to do. *

The current General Plan provisions for the Three Creeks Trail
that Save Our Trails is requesting that you protect and keep in your
proposal for the new General Plan are as follows.

1. The Scenic Routes And Trails Diagram

“The Scenic Routes and Trails Diagram identifies San Jose’s most
outstanding natural amenities and establishes guidelines to develop and
preserve these resources.

Scenic Routes, trails and pathways are incorporated into a single
plan because they share many of the same characteristics and locations.
They all provide scenic views of the natural areas of San Jose and are
linear in form.”

2. The Place of Trails and Pathways Corridors

The General Plan Text provides as follows for the “Trails and
Pathways Corridors”:

“Trails and Pathways

Trails and Pathways Corridors are the interconnecting trail system in
the City of San Jose, providing many important access links to regional
parks and open spaces in or adjoining the City. The Scenic Routes and
Trails Diagram indicates these focal points and designates the most feasible
and accessible routes to develop trails.

*See: Proposed Trail Routes, Appendix F. (Exhibit 2, attached.)

*See: Maps of (1) Willow Glen Planning Area and (2) Central/Downtown
Planning Area, showing the legends “Open” and “Proposed” for the “Willow
Glen Spur Trail” in the former, and ellipses accompanied by the cryptic
statement “Study area for most feasible east-west connection” where the trail
used to be on the latter. (Exhibit 3, attached.)



Page 3 of 4

Some right-of-way linkages across private property may be required.
As the trail and pathway network continues to develop, joggers, hikers,
equestrians and bicyclists will be able to enjoy trail experiences not
commonly found in an urban environment.

Trail design should provide sufficient light, vertical and horizontal
clearance, and setbacks from adjacent development to ensure a safe and
aesthetically pleasing recreational experience. Trails should be built to
meet the trail standards established by the Department of Neighborhood
Services.

The types of trails which can be located in a designated Trail and
Pathway Corridor are:

e Hiking, Walking and Jogging:
Hiking Trails provide the most universal trail opportunities and are
included in all the trail corridors of the plan.

e Bicycle Paths:
Bicycle Paths are generally separated from the roadway and provide
a paved surface for bicyclists. Typically they are also open to pedestrians.
In order to extend the network of bicycle paths throughout the City,
hiking trails may be paved where feasible to allow off-street connections for
bicyclists to desirable urban and natural recreation destinations and to
employment centers.”

See: 2020 General Plan Text, p. 268-273, Exhibit 4, attached.

3. Trail Standards for Development

The above-referenced trail standards established by the Department
of Neighborhood Services are the “Uniform Interjurisdictional Trail Design,
Use, and Management Guidelines,” the relevant portions of which are
attached as Exhibit 5.

They show that for the “High Volume/Urban Experience” trail,
(“Level 3”), which clearly describes the trail experience that would be
associated with the Willow Glen Spur Trail (i.e., with “Structures and other
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cultural improvements (parks, plazas, streets) nearby and readily evident,”
Exhibit 5, p. 3, “Level 3” column), the optimum Trail Route
Easement/Right-of way for a low density residential setting (such as the
Willow Glen Spur is in), is 30 feet (9.1 m). (Exhibit 5, p. 4)

For all the above reasons, Save Our Trails requests that this
Committee recommend retaining all of the above the existing provisions of
both the General Plan and the Greenprint that provide for making the Three
Creeks Trail a reality, rather than abandoning it, as the current proposal
inexplicably would.

Respectiullysubmitted,

Ty

BRUCE TICHININ


































































