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INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

With regard to Verified Response, Councilmember Oliverio has inquired as to how much the
false alarm fines would need to be raised in order to recover the cost of the police response. This
information memorandum is being distributed to the Mayor and City Council in response to this
request.

ANALYSIS

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Mayor and City Council with additional
information regarding the fines currently charged by the Police Department for false alarms and
an estimate of how high fines would have to be raised to cover Police response costs.

Fine Per Call/Cost Recovery
Currently, the fine schedule is as follows regarding false alarms:

Free - for the first call per calendar year
$125 - for the 2nd call per calendar year
$200 - for the 3rd call per calendar year
$300 - for the 4th call and all subsequent calls within a calendar year

As a very rough estimate, a false alarm fee of $450 would need to be established to break even
for two officers to respond to one false alarm on top of the current fine structure. This does not
factor into account the additional staff necessary in order to bill and collect the fines, which
would likely increase this to $550 - $600 per false alarm.
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