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Introduction 
A historic survey provides an opportunity for a community to methodically assess the 
quality and quantity of the historic resources that make up its living heritage. Historic 
surveys document all historic resources including buildings, structures, and objects that 
are manifestations of cultural and historical development. For example, a survey can 
document and evaluate not only buildings, but natural features (such as man-made 
landscaping), objects (such as monuments and physical equipment), structures (such as 
bridges), and districts that include concentrations of neighboring buildings and features. 
As a planning tool, the historic survey allows for the documentation and objective 
assessment of the number and relative importance of historic resources within a 
governmental jurisdiction. As such, a survey of historic resources can provide a 
foundation for controlled and sensitive development (both urban and rural) that allows 
for the preservation of many aspects of a community's past for the enjoyment and 
education of the present and future generations. 

San Jose's Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) has been developed over many years and 
presently lists over 4,000 historic structures (2,000 as of 1992 when this handbook was 
first printed.) These resources have undergone varying levels of documentation and 
evaluation in the past beginning in the 1970s. Many of the resources listed in the HRI 
were identified simply by windshield surveys, whereas at the opposite extreme, other 
resources have undergone intensive documentation and evaluation as part of 
environmental studies for proposed development projects. The goal of this handbook is 
to establish a means of standardizing future historical and architectural surveys 
conducted in San José. It is hoped that by providing this document to the various lead 
agencies and environmental consultants, those historic resources presently listed in the 
HRI, and those that will be added in the future, will all receive a consistent level of 
documentation and assessment for historic significance. 

The State of California has published several handbooks to aid in the conducting of 
historical surveys (see OHP 1986 and Les-Thomas Associates 1986). Much of the 
information available in the State publications has been adapted for this handbook; 
however, this handbook has been specifically designed to address historical resources 
and survey conditions in San José and its sphere of influence. 

The historic survey, as described in this handbook, is made up of five distinct phases: 

1. Pre-field Preparation 

2. Field Survey 

3. Post-Field Research 

4. Resource Evaluation 

5. Preparation of Final Report  
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The following discussion provides procedural guidelines for each of these survey 
components. It is recognized that each survey area will in some ways be unique, and 
provision for possible peculiarities will also be addressed. To maintain consistency, a 
number of research aids and survey forms have been identified. Each of these forms will 
be discussed during the appropriate phase of the survey. A listing of forms is provided 
in the Appendix, and survey historians are advised to develop templates that are 
reflective to their methodologies and goals. 

Survey Methodology 

I. Pre-Field Preparation 

Definition of the Survey Area 

The initial task in conducting a historical resource survey is to determine the survey 
parameters. A goal of the survey may be to identify and evaluate specific types of 
resources (e.g., bridges, gas stations, etc.); resources associated with a particular period, 
historic activity, or cultural group (e.g., rancho period, dairy farming, or ethnic Italian  
resources); or most commonly, the survey area may be defined by specific geographical 
boundaries. From the outset, it is important to clearly identify the goals of the survey 
and to define the survey's geographical, temporal, and/or cultural limits. 

Pre-Field Research 

Once the type of survey has been determined and before actual field work begins, it is 
important to conduct basic preparatory research. Reviewing previous surveys of the 
subject area and/or resource types often saves time and gives insight to what might be 
expected during the field phase of the survey. A literature search should include 
previous inventories that may have been compiled for the area, historical studies of the 
subject area that may have been conducted by cultural resource consultants, 
environmental impact reports, other environment review documents, or academic 
surveys and studies. Repositories of this type of literature include City of San José 
offices, local public and college libraries, historical archives and museums, the California 
Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), and the Northwest Information Center at Sonoma 
State University (NWIC). 

The City of San José has developed a historic context statement and identified the main 
themes of local history and architecture. In many cases, however, it is important to 
conduct more specific contextual research for a geographical area or a resource type. 
This research will aid in identifying the specific chronology and types of resources one 
would expect to find in the survey area. This research is also important during the 
evaluation phase in assessing the historic significance of those resources identified 
during the survey. 

Another task during the pre-field research is to review historical maps to determine the 
developmental history of the subject area and to identify locations sensitive for 
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resources. In urban areas, the Sanborn Company fire insurance maps, dating to 1884, are 
the most valuable. Other historical maps include the 1876 Thompson & West Historical 
Atlas maps, the 1886-1888 Brainard maps, San José Public Library California Room 
(California Room) collections, the map collections of the County Surveyor’s Office, and 
the History San José Research Library (HSJ-RL). 

Based on the findings of the pre-field research, a field map of the survey area should be 
prepared that locates previously identified resource sites and historically sensitive 
zones. Depending on the size and location of the survey area, suitable base maps are the 
1:500 or 1:1000 scale city quad maps and cadastrals (available from the Planning 
Division) or 7.5-minute United States Geological Survey maps. 

Preparation of Survey Materials 

Before commencing the field phase of the survey, field survey kits containing all 
necessary survey materials should be prepared for each survey team. A well-prepared 
survey kit will save time, will help keep the survey team organized, and make the 
survey process more efficient. A field kit should include the field maps, all necessary 
survey forms, photographic equipment (cameras and lenses), tablets or clipboards, etc. 

Letters of Authorization or other type of credentials should be prepared for the field 
team. These credentials should identify the team members and explain the purpose of 
the survey in the event property owners or occupants question their activities. Private 
property should not be accessed. As a courtesy, business cards of the survey consultant 
or the agency contact person should be made available to interested property owners 
and residents who have questions about the survey process and/or purpose. It is good 
practice for field team members to wear safety vests. 

II. Field Survey 

The Survey Team 

Ideally the survey team should be made up of three people: a photographer, a recorder, 
and an architectural historian. It is possible for one or two people to conduct the field 
survey; however, the survey process becomes more time-consuming and cumbersome. 
The most important member of the team is the individual with a background in 
architectural history who has been thoroughly trained in the identification of 
architectural and historical resources. It is important for this person to be able to 
recognize and describe potential historical resources and to complete the Field Survey 
form. This information is vital to complete the description on the State’s DPR 523 forms 
during the evaluation phase of the survey. The photographer is responsible for taking 
suitable photographs of those resources identified as having potential for historical or 
architectural significance and their related context. The recorder maintains the field 
records, field map, and photograph log, which may be entered into a field tablet if 
properly enabled. 
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Tasks of Survey Team 

Tasks to be completed during the field survey include the completion of the survey map, 
photographing the identified resources, the completion of a field survey form for each 
identified resource, and if possible, field interviews with neighborhood residents on the 
history of the area or the resources. 

A simple Survey Reference Number system should be developed to identify surveyed 
resources. Depending on the scope and extent of the survey, the reference number may 
be assigned to the resource during the pre-field research phase, or it may be 
chronologically assigned during the field survey. This number is important in 
maintaining clear records and should be used to identify the resource on the survey 
map, the photo log, and on any forms completed for the resource during the survey. 

As the survey progresses, all surveyed properties should be indicated on the survey 
map. As historic resources are identified, their exact locational coordinates should be 
recorded on the field map or be recorded within a Geographic Information System (GIS) 
enabled device. In the past, the UTM (Universal Transverse Mercator) was commonly 
used and inserted into DPR 523 forms. In more recent times, latitude and Longitude 
coordinates have become more common. Check with San José Planning Department 
staff to determine which is preferred, and what other information may be needed for 
eventual inclusion of the information into the City’s GIS system. In potential historic 
districts, the addresses of non-contributing structures should also be listed, briefly 
described, and their locations indicated on the survey map. 

Digital photographs of each identified historic resource should be taken. At least one 
photograph showing two sides of the structure is necessary. Photographs should contain 
some context. Additional photographs of building details, associated structures or 
features should be taken as appropriate. The photographic sequence, the address of the 
resource, the resource reference number, or a brief description of the photographic view 
should be logged as the photographs are taken. This information is important to 
accurately match the photographs with the resource descriptions upon completion of the 
field survey. 

The Field Survey form should contain information describing the various architectural 
attributes of the resource. A properly prepared form prompts the surveyor with 
questions so that all appropriate information is collected, and the presence or absence of 
various features should be noted. Especially important to note are alterations to design 
features that may affect the integrity of the resource. The form should also prompt the 
surveyor to note associated structures and features such as outbuildings and 
landscaping. Attention should also be made to the role of the resource in the immediate 
neighborhood. Is it prominent? How does it relate to other buildings in the area? Does it 
contribute to a historic district? Again, it is important that the Survey Reference Number 
be entered on the form and on any supplementary field notes that may be taken. 

Standard survey forms are intended for buildings, the most common type of resources 
to be encountered during a survey. If non-structural resources are encountered during 
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the survey, supplementary field notes should be taken describing each resource. If the 
survey is specifically designed to inventory non-structural or non-parcel resources or if 
these resources are expected to be a common occurrence during the survey, special 
survey forms should be prepared during the pre-field phase of the survey. Well-
prepared field survey forms contribute to the efficiency of the survey team and to the 
consistency of the data collected. 

Survey Etiquette 

Although it is recommended that the survey team be as non-obtrusive in its activities as 
possible, it is common during field surveys to attract the attention of the residents in the 
neighborhood. Field surveyors should wear standard safety vests. Answering questions 
and explaining the survey can be viewed as a time-consuming nuisance, but a curious 
survey team can use neighborhood comments to good advantage. Courteous discussion 
with residents is an opportunity to discover who are the “old-timers” in the 
neighborhood and to collect local folklore or history about the individual structures. If 
individuals appear to be knowledgeable and willing informants about neighborhood 
history, attempt to obtain addresses and phone numbers for further oral interviews 
during the latter research phase rather than having an extended conversation during the 
field work. 

Occasionally, residents will object to having their homes included in the survey. It is 
important for the field team to recognize the individual's feelings and to avoid 
confrontation or antagonism of property owners or residents. If a resident objects to 
their house being photographed, make a note of the address and the reason it was not 
included in the survey. If neighbors have questions or concerns that the survey team 
does not have the time or information to address satisfactorily, the team can distribute 
business cards of a contact person who will be able to respond to neighborhood 
concerns. 

III. Post-Field Research 

Once potential resources have been identified, the next step is to organize the files and 
conduct site specific research on each resource. This research is necessary to complete a 
working table of properties and ultimately for the completion of State DPR 523 forms 
including evaluation of the historical or architectural significance of identified resources. 

Preparation of Resource Folders 

Upon completion of the field survey, the Field Survey forms, and any other field notes 
should be organized in file folders, digital or otherwise. The folders (hereafter referred 
to as the Resource Folder) should be identified with the resource name, address, and 
reference number. During subsequent research, all materials relating to the individual 
resource should be labeled appropriately and filed in the Resource Folder. General 
contextual information should be filed in a separate folder. 
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A Historic Inventory Check List form should be prepared for each identified resource 
and kept at the beginning of the resource folder. For surveys where resources to be 
evaluated are pre-determined, the Check Lists can be prepared during the pre-field 
phase. The Survey Reference Number should also be entered on this form and whether 
the Field Survey form has been completed. The Check List serves the important 
functions of organizing basic information about the resource; prompting the use of 
various types of archival sources; recording which sources were checked; and which 
yielded pertinent information. Not all items listed on the Inventory Check List may be 
appropriate sources of information for all resources and the researcher is expected to use 
discretion in prioritizing those sources of data that will be most likely to reveal pertinent 
information. 

Basic identification information for the resource is recorded in the Check List form. This 
information includes the resource's current address, any former addresses, cross streets, 
assessor's parcel number (APN), the subdivision date, and the subdivision block, range 
and lot numbers if within the Original City. This information will be used to identify the 
specific parcel in the various records studied during the archival research. Most of this 
information can be obtained from the APN map obtained (downloaded) from the 
Assessor's Office or from other historical maps. If this information is not initially 
discovered, it may be revealed during the archival research and should then be recorded 
for future reference. 

Basic archival sources should be listed on the Check List form with boxes to indicate if 
the source was checked and whether pertinent information was found and copied for 
inclusion in the resource research folder. Many of these sources may provide general 
contextual information as well. This information should be added to the General 
Information folder and checked off on a Check List form kept in that folder. 

Site Specific Research 

Archival sources should be listed on a Check List form in the general order that research 
will be conducted. Resource inventories are generally checked during the pre-field 
research. If resources are listed in any of the various government inventories it should be 
noted on the Check List and the information copied for the Resource Folder. 

The goal of the archival research is to learn the historical background of the building or 
historical resource by ascertaining property ownership history, construction dates, 
occupant history, and land use and/or building functions. Since each property has a 
unique history, there are no simple directions for accomplishing this task. Research on 
each property will reveal different types and levels of information that will lead to 
different types of records. This discussion will generally outline a typical research 
methodology and discuss basic types of records and what kinds of information they 
may contain. However, these are not the only records that may reveal relevant 
information and, if appropriate, the researcher should be creative in discovering other 
sources of data. 
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Sanborn Maps 

If the property is located within the Original City limits of San José, the approximate 
chronology of the building can be ascertained from the Sanborn Company fire insurance 
maps for the city. These maps are unique in providing a high level of detail including 
the shape of the building, outlying buildings, type of construction (wood frame, brick, 
metal,) and use of the structure (dwelling, store, auto garage, etc.) Some landscape 
features and business names are also provided. The Sanborn Company only mapped the 
urban areas and the expanded core of the city in successive revisions; therefore, the 
geographic coverage varies from the earliest set to the latest. San José editions of the 
Sanborn Company maps were published in 1884, 1891, and 1915. These base maps were 
periodically updated by the subscribers making interim versions available for 1887, 
1889, 1901, 1911, and for various dates between 1915 and 1966. The index page of each 
volume indicates to what date that volume has been updated. Some of these maps can 
be found online at the Library of Congress, and many have been microfilmed and are 
available at the HSJ-RL and the California Room. Images of the subject property from 
the microfilm versions should be made for successive years for later use in conducting 
research. Online Sanborn maps provided by private companies can be copied for 
research purposes, but not used in a deliverable as to not violate copyright laws. 

Property Ownership and Map/Aerial Research 

The next task is to determine the names of as many of the owners and occupants of the 
property with corresponding dates as possible. Many types of records can provide 
property ownership information. A search of the deed records at the County Recorder's 
will produce a line of title; however, this process in Santa Clara County is often time-
consuming and frustrating.  

Other records that reveal property ownership are block books, compiled by the City 
Assessor. These maps show property lines with the owner's name and values of 
property and improvements. They date from 1871 to the 1880s, but not complete years 
or complete wards of the city. Thomas Block Books for the City of San José date from the 
early 1920s through the 1940s. Collections of these maps are available at the HSJ-RL and 
the California Room. Copies of recent tax rolls (1979-2007) are at the California Room. 

Ownership of larger properties once outside the City Limits can be found on the Official 
County Maps of 1890, 1902-03, 1914, and 1929 and others. Copies of these large wall 
maps are located at the Santa Clara County Surveyor's Office, the Office of Public 
Works, the County Administration Building lobby, and at the HSJ-RL. The Sourisseau 
Academy has digitized the 1929 map. The Thompson & West Historical Atlas maps show 
property ownership and some building locations in 1876. Many recorded maps are 
available online from the Surveyor’s Office. 

Besides land ownership, these maps may also show structure footprints, indicate land 
use, or reveal subdivision history. Also be alert to street name changes. If possible, 
images should be obtained for all relevant portions of maps. 
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The California Room makes available copies of vertical aerials (by Fairchild Aerial 
Photography and USGS for San José from 1931, 1948, 1960, 1968, and 1981), and oblique 
photos from the City of San José Planning Department. Check with the librarian for 
procedures on handling these maps. Additional photos can be found at History San José 
and at the Santa Clara County Archives. 

The Library of Congress hosts copies of Bird’s Eye View drawings of the city of 1869, 
1875, and 1901. These drawings are fairly accurate and can help identify building dates. 

City Directories 

Upon completion of the map and deed research, a chronological list of property owners 
can be compiled. However, not all properties were occupied by the owners. Occupant 
history can be derived from the city directories. Listing names, addresses, occupation 
and/or businesses of the residents, city directories were published for San José and Santa 
Clara County from 1870 through 1979. From 1870 to 1912, the directories only provide 
an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses. They also provide classified listings 
of institutions and businesses. Beginning in 1913, the directories also provide residential 
listings by address. Here again it is important to be alerted to changes in addresses 
through time. Vague addresses and inconsistent addresses are common in the earlier 
years. In 1884, the city changed the way streets were addressed, adding North, South, 
East, and West. After 1884, directory addresses can be correlated to those shown on the 
Sanborn maps. Local businesses often advertised in the directories. For commercial and 
industrial resources check the list of advertisers, and if available, copy relevant 
advertisements for the Resource Folder. Tracing occupant history through city 
directories before 1913 can be difficult; however, directory reversing projects are 
underway and may soon be made available to researchers. One has been done for 1870 
and is now available online from HSJ-RL and at the California Room. Some pre-1913 
directories can be found online and are searchable.  

The HSJ-RL and the California Room have the most complete sets of directories. The 
Sourisseau Academy also has a nearly complete set. All city directory data should be 
recorded on a City Directory form.  

Construction History 

An estimate of the construction date can be made by a careful visual examination of the 
structure. Additional information on the date of initial construction can be determined 
from a variety of records. If the building was constructed after 1884, an approximate 
construction date can be determined from its first appearance on the Sanborn Company 
maps. This date can be refined by the earliest listing of the address in the city directories. 
Approximate dates of alterations can also be deduced from changes in the building 
footprint on the Sanborn maps. 

Online real estate sites often indicate construction dates of buildings, and some real 
estate data services such as Metroscan provide real estate data services. The build dates 
from these sources should not be relied upon, as they do not necessarily correlate with 
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what is found in the field. In Santa Clara County, those dates, especially prior to 1947, 
were often estimated and just as often inaccurate. 

For properties when the owner is involved, the Santa Clara County Assessor has an 
authorization form that allows access to their building file for the property. These 
contain information back to 1947 and often include a photocopy of an original photo, 
sketches, and permit dates as well as an estimated date of construction. The County 
Building Department also has an index of permit records available at the public counter 
that is useful for researching properties built from 1947 while in unincorporated lands. 

Another source of possible construction date information, especially for the pre-1884 
period, are the City Tax Assessment Rolls. These records list the property owners, all 
taxable properties, values of land and improvements, and the value and sometimes the 
type of personal property. City properties are generally identified by subdivision name, 
block and lot number or by surrounding property owners. County properties are 
identified by rancho name, Pueblo Lot, and/or by surrounding property owners, 
geographical features, subdivision or tract, or metes and bounds. Clues to construction 
dates can sometimes be determined by the change from unimproved property to taxable 
improvements, or when there is a sudden jump in the value of taxable improvements. 
Significant changes in improved property value are generally reliable indicators of 
construction activity on the property. If used to estimate construction, the date should 
correspond to the architectural style of the building. Tax Assessment Rolls, dating from 
1850 through the 1890s, are available at the HSJ-RL. Only intermittent years (1850, 1860, 
1862 and 1876) are available for County properties and are located in the Santa Clara 
County Archives. Tax rolls for the incorporated cities of East San Jose and Willow Glen 
are also available at the Research Library. All Tax Roll information should be recorded 
on Data Source Records. 

Building permit indexes exist for 1895, 1910-1921, 1920-1940 and are available from the 
California Room and the Sourisseau Academy. The Sourisseau Academy has the permits 
for 1920-1929. For later twentieth century buildings, the Building Division of the 
Department of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement (PBCE) has been scanning 
and uploading online building permit records. These records generally date back to the 
1940s, although many earlier records can often be found. They are filed by address or 
APN. The permits are issued for demolition, construction, and alteration, and usually 
include the names of owner, construction contractor, and/or architect, the function of the 
building, and the estimated cost of the project. The California Room has microfilm 
copies of permit records from 1940-1980. More recent permits at the City Building 
Division sometimes contain scans of the original drawings, from which an architect can 
be identified. These are only viewable at the Building Division public counters on the 
first floor of City Hall. 

The HSJ-RL is collecting information about local architects and architect-designed 
buildings in San José. These files should be checked to see if any of the structures 
identified in the survey are included in these records. Other sources of construction 
history and building architects are found online in various regional construction 
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magazines. Many of these periodicals can be found online, and some are available at the 
Bancroft Library and the Environmental Design Library at the University of California, 
Berkeley and at the San Francisco Public Library. Some information transcribed from the 
Pacific Daily Builder is being made available at the California Room – check with the 
librarian.  

Building dates and architects/builders can often be found in online newspaper 
databases, such as genealogybank.com and newsbank.com, but require paid 
subscription or membership in an institution with a subscription. Likewise, a wealth of 
general historical information on personages can be found at ancestry.com, but also 
requires paid subscription. 

Photo databases for local archives should be check for photos of buildings, which can 
help date them. 

When the architect of a building has been identified, then professional and biographical 
data on the architect should be obtained. Biographical information on local architects 
can be obtained from the sources discussed below. Analysis of the architect's 
professional contributions may be obtained from books on local architecture and 
architectural history available at local public and university libraries. 

Biographical Research 

Biographical information on owners, occupants, and the architect of the specific resource 
can be obtained from both primary records and secondary sources. Primary records 
include the city directories (previously discussed), Great Register of Voters, census 
records, probate records, and newspaper articles. The type of records appropriate for a 
resource depends on the level of research necessary to make a suitable evaluation of the 
resource's significance. The following section generally discusses the many types of 
records available to the researcher, who will then need to evaluate the relative value of 
the information to be gained versus the time it will take to extract relevant data. 

Secondary Sources 

Secondary sources include indexes such as the California Room Index that identifies 
citations related to people, places, and events, published histories and biographical 
works generally available at local libraries and archives, and some have been digitized 
and put online by Google, Inc. and others. Most known local secondary sources have 
been listed as an attachment to this document and is considered the bibliography of the 
San José Historic Context Statement. It generally saves time if an alphabetical listing of 
all owners and residents, businesses associated with the property, and the architect is 
made. It is then possible to quickly check the California Room Index and note each 
source and related page numbers for possible relevant information. The San José 
Historic Context Statement also includes a listing of well-known historic personages that 
should be checked. Other secondary sources that are found that are not listed in the 
context statement should be identified complete bibliographic information noted on the 
forms. The format for presenting bibliographic information is part of the Chicago Style. 
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This style lists the sources cited beginning with the author’s name and the title of the 
source, followed by relevant publication details such as city, publisher, and date of 
publication. 

Census Information 

The population census for Santa Clara County is available on microfilm for 1852, and for 
each decade from 1860 through 1910. Census data from 1852-1940 can be found from 
many online sources. The 1850 and 1890 federal censuses are not available; however, a 
special state census was taken in 1852. The type of data collected by the census taker 
varied from decade to decade. The census forms for each year therefore reflect the 
specific information collected during that census year. As individuals are found listed in 
the population census the pertinent information should be copied onto the appropriate 
form for that year. Information may include age, sex, race, occupation, birthplace of the 
individual and his parents, and other personal information. Following the head of the 
household will be everyone living in the household, including spouse, children, other 
relatives, and domestic workers or employees. When searching names, consider 
alternative spellings, as names are often misspelled in census reports. 

Other types of census data available for Santa Clara County include the Products of 
Agriculture and the Products of Industry. These records are available on microfilm at 
the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley and San Jose State University Special Collections 
and Archives. It is also available online at ancestry.com, which requires subscription. 
The agricultural census is organized by geographic area within the county and by the 
landowner's name. Information collected included the number of improved acres; types 
and amounts of crops produced, types and number of livestock; value of land, 
machinery, livestock, crops; and employee wages. Unfortunately, property location is 
not always clear, especially if the farmer owned or leased several farms or ranches. Data 
collected from the agricultural census should be recorded on the Agricultural Census 
form. Additional agricultural information can be found within the narratives associated 
with the Brainard’s maps published in the late 1880s by The Pacific Tree and Vine, 
available at the California Room. 

The Products of Industry census is similar to the agricultural census only it lists 
manufacturing enterprises. Listed by the company owner's name, information includes 
inventory value, number of employees, length of workday, wages per day and annual 
wages paid, products or materials produced and on hand, and value of materials 
produced. This data should be recorded on the Products of Industry form. Additional 
business information can be found in the Davis’ Commercial Encyclopedia of the Pacific 
Southwest, published during the second decade of the twentieth century. 

Great Register of Voters 

Personal biographical data can also be easily obtained for males from the Great Register 
of Voters. Voter registers are available at the HSJ-RL and the California Room for 
various dates from 1866. Twentieth century voter registrations are available on 
microfilm in the California Room which also list women voters after 1914. Typical 
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information includes the voter's name, age at time of registration, ward or precinct, 
address, occupation, place of birth, and naturalization information. Data collected from 
the Great Registers should be entered in Data Source Records. Voter registration data is 
also available on ancestry.com. 

Other Biographical Records 

Other primary records that provide biographical information include probate records, 
birth, marriage, and death records, and newspaper obituaries. The index to probate 
records is at the County Clerk's office in the Superior Court building (191 North First 
St.). These indexes are arranged alphabetically by last name with the date probate was 
initiated and the case or file number. The clerk at the desk in the Record's Division will 
obtain the roll of microfilm with the appropriate file number. Information in the probate 
file varies greatly from case to case. Types of information may include a copy of the 
decedent's will, papers filed by the executor of the estate, property inventories and 
financial statements, any judgments regarding controversies over the estate, and 
guardianship of minor children. In some cases, probate records cover several decades. 
This type of data in increasingly available online through sources mentioned previously, 
and indexes can be found at HSJ-RL. In most cases informative documents can be copied 
for the Resource Folder, or miscellaneous bits of information can be recorded on a Data 
Source Record form. 

If a death date has been determined either from a secondary source, probate record, or 
from the death record, it is possible to check local newspapers for obituaries. Generally, 
the obituary will appear in the newspaper one to five days after the death date. 
Obituaries in many early San José newspapers have been indexed at the HSJ-RL. Local 
newspapers have been microfilmed and are available at the Research Library, and at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Main Library. The California Room has some clipping files of 
obituaries. Obituaries should be copied, or notes taken and recorded on the Data Source 
Record form. Again, many years of San Jose obituaries are available on genealogy.com 
and other databases that contain vital records. 

Vital records for birth, marriage, and deaths are available in the County Recorder's 
Office at 70 West Hedding St. It is not always possible for researchers to easily access 
these records. Contact the clerk in this office regarding prevailing rules, regulations, and 
record fees. The California birth and death indexes are available on vitalsearch-ca.com 
and ancestry.com, both subscription sites. 

Oral Interviews 

Often it is possible to trace surviving members of the families or long-time residents of 
neighborhoods. These individuals are often wonderful sources of information about the 
history of specific structures and their occupants, and of the general development of the 
neighborhood. Names of children and grandchildren are often mentioned in probate 
records, in obituaries, and on death certificates. Neighborhood residents may also lead 
to the discovery of surviving family members. In most cases, family members are 
delighted to provide information about the old family home or business, and often have 
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old photographs and other documents to share. Any contacts made, no matter how 
successful the interviewer is in obtaining information, should be recorded on a Data 
Source Record. Data obtained from oral interviews should be orally recorded, if 
possible, and also transcribed on a Data Source Record. 

Additional Contextual Research 

For an unusual resource type or architectural style, it may be appropriate to do 
additional contextual research. This research provides a fuller understanding of the 
importance of the resource in the development of the city. It will also aid in evaluating 
specific attributes or characteristics of the resource in relationship to other resources of 
similar type in San José. 

Copyright 

Much that is available online and at local libraries and archives is copyrighted. Check 
with the librarians, archivists, and other owners of information on use restrictions. 

IV. Resource Evaluation 

Upon completion of the archival research, all the data forms and copied materials 
should be organized for the final evaluation of the resource. At this point in the survey 
process sufficient information should have been collected to evaluate the resource for 
historical and/or architectural significance. The data collected is now ready to be 
summarized and entered on the DPR series 523 form(s). The forms to be used is 
dependent on the type of survey, whether reconnaissance or intensive. Form use and 
level of detail must be reviewed and scoped by San José’s Historic Preservation Officer 
prior to beginning entry of information. 

California Historic Resource Inventory Form (DPR 523) 

Instructions for preparing DPR 523 forms were consolidated in 1995 by the California 
OHP to replace earlier 1986 forms called California Historic Resources Inventory forms 
and other related manuals. The forms were designed as a vehicle for concisely recording 
important information about historical properties and comprise a single system for 
documentation of a full range of values present in a given location. As such, they are 
similar to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nomination form. Like the 
NRHP form, California's historical resource recording system provides for the collection 
of certain fundamental information about every resource on a simple one-page form 
called a Primary Record. The Primary Record is designed to be used by anyone wishing 
to record a resource. A variety of more specific forms can then be used to supplement 
that information with further descriptive data and a statement of significance when 
appropriate. 

The Instructions for Recording Historical Resources is maintained by OHP online at: 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/manual95.pdf  
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Other OHP publications explain how the information is managed. Presently, all 
recorded information submitted to and processed by the California OHP through local 
survey and other regulatory process in which they are involved are filed in the “Built 
Environment Resources Directory” (BERD). The BERD consists of non-archaeological 
resources in the California OHP Inventory and is organized by county. The “CSV” file 
can be downloaded here: 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30338 

City of San Jose Historic Evaluation Criteria and Hierarchy of Significance 

As a further aid in determining relative historical significance of the various resources, 
the City of San José had until 2020 used a numerical evaluation system. The use of this 
system was discontinued, and presently significance criteria is used from the California 
Register of Historical Resources and the City of San José Historic Preservation Ordinance, as 
well as Goals and Policies of the Envision San José 2040 General Plan. The Historical 
Evaluation Criteria, the Hierarchy of Significance, Evaluation Sheet, and Evaluation 
Tally Sheet from the rating system are still available and are useful in preparing 
narratives pertaining to historical significance.  

V. Preparation of the Final Report 

Summary Catalog of Evaluated Properties 

A summary spreadsheet of the surveyed properties should be prepared that lists all the 
resources. For large surveys that include many resources, it is of value to work from a 
database. If a database is used, it should be able to assemble and export PDF files. 

Based on the final evaluations, a narrative summary should be prepared that discusses 
aspects of the survey procedure and findings that may have been unique or problematic. 
The summary should discuss the findings in terms of San José’s historical context and 
historical themes, in addition to relating the findings to the focused contextual statement 
or statements that may have been specifically prepared for the survey. A conclusion 
should include recommendations for resource management, survey procedure changes, 
additional study, or suggestions for future survey projects. 

Final Survey Map 

A final survey map(s) should indicate all properties included in the survey; all 
properties evaluated for significance; and those properties with historical significance. 
The GIS staff assigned to the San José Planning Department, as well as the Historic 
Preservation Officer, will coordinate how and when the information can be included 
into the GIS system. 

Survey Recording Forms 

The DPR 523 forms and other related information should be transmitted in PDF form 
and the San José Planning Department may require a printed version for staff use and 
transmittal to the California Room. 
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Appendix 

Appendix I (forms) 

Appendix I is a listing of typical working forms for conducting surveys. Survey teams 
should develop these forms (digital or paper) that work best for them. Examples of the 
1992 forms prepared by Glory Anne Laffey can be found at the California Room. They 
include: 

 Check List of Research Sources 
 Visual Survey Forms 
 Photographic Logs 
 Data Source Worksheets 
 City Directory Working Tables 
 Great Register Working Tables 
 Census Worksheets 

Appendix II (bibliography) 

This appendix is a full bibliography of historical information useful for conducting 
research for survey work and development of historical contexts in San José. 

Not included are cultural resources management reports (also sometimes called “grey 
literature,” as many are not available to the public). Development of this listing is 
ongoing. 

Local Historic Maps 

Brainard, A. B. Atlas of Santa Clara County California compiled expressly for the Santa Clara Valley, 1886-
1888. 

Clayton, J. A. Map of the City of San José. San Francisco: Britton and Rey, 1886. 

Hare, G. Map of the City of San Jose, 1872. 

Healey, C. T. Official Map of the County of Santa Clara, Surveyed and Compiled by Charles T. Healey and 
printed by Britton and Co., San Francisco, 1866. 

Herrmann Bros. Official Map of the County of Santa Clara, compiled from U.S. surveys, county records, and 
private surveys and the tax list of 1889, 1890. 

Harriman, F. G. Block-Book of the City of San Jose Santa Clara County compiled from official records, 
August 1909. 

Hutton, J. D. Map of the Pueblo Lands of the Pueblo of San Jose, 1847. 

LAFCO. Annexations of San Jose 

Lyman C. S. and N. S. Bestor. Plan of the Pueblo De San Jose with Reed's Addition, n.d. ca. 1848. 

McMillan, J. G. Official Map of Santa Clara County compiled from surveys, records, and tax-list of 1902-
1903, 1914, 1929. 
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McMillan, J. G. Map of San Jose and Vicinity, 1906. 

McMillan and McMillan. Map of San Jose and Vicinity, 1924. 

McMillan and McMillan. Map of Santa Clara County, 1929. 

San Jose Block Books, 1871, 1882-1886, 1909, 1924+, and 1925-1960s. Copies at California Room SJPL, History 
San Jose Research Library. 

Sanborn Map and Publishing Co. Fire Insurance Maps of San José and other Santa Clara County cities, 1884–
1968. 

Santa Clara County Deeds, Miscellaneous Records, and Official Records. On file at the Clerk-Recorder’s 
Office. 

Santa Clara County Recorded Maps. On file at the Clerk-Recorder’s Office and online. 

Santa Clara County School District Maps, ca. 1943-1964. On file at the Office of the County Surveyor. 

Thompson & West. Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County, 1876. 

Thompson, G. H. Map of the Pueblo Lands of San Jose, 1866. 

United States Geological Survey. San Jose 15-minute Quadrangle, 1899, East and West 7.5 minute 
Quadrangle 1942, 1947, 1951, 1953, 1961. 

Primary Record Sources 

Architect and Engineer of California and the Pacific Coast, 1909-1959. 

Building and Industrial News, and Building and Engineering News, Vol. 11 through 14, Jan 1911-1939. 

California State Population Census, 1852. 

Daily Pacific Builder, 1907-1964. 

Haines Criss-Cross Directories and Pacific Bell Reverse Directories, 1960s - , on file at California Room, SJPL. 

Directories for the City of San José [and other Santa Clara County towns], 1870–1979. 

San Jose Building Permits, 1895 - current. 

San Jose Mercury, San Jose Herald, San Jose Mercury Herald, Evening News, San Jose Mercury News. Various 
dates. 

Santa Clara County Great Register of Voters, 1867–1904. On file at San José Historical Museum and 
California Room. 

Santa Clara. County Road files. Office of the Board of Supervisors. 

Santa Clara County and City Tax Assessment Rolls, 1850–1899.  History San Jose, Santa Clara County 
Archives. 

Santa Clara County Tax Assessor's property building files, 1947 to current. 

United States Bureau of Census, Population census for Santa Clara County, 1860–1940.  

United State Bureau of Census, Agriculture and Products of Industry Censuses, 1860-1880. 
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Governmental Guidelines and Standards 

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Recording 
Historic Resources, 1995. 

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation. Title 14 Chapter 11.5. 
Regulations for California Register of Historical Resources, 1997. 

Parker, P. L., and T. F. King. Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties, 
National Register Bulletin #38. Washington, DC: United States Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service, National Register, History and Education, 1990, rev. 1992, 1998 [Available online at 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb38/]. 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines for Architectural and Engineering Documentation. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1983 [Available online at http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm] 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, HABS/HAER. HABS/HAER Guidelines: 
HABS Historical Reports. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 2000 [Available online at 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/habshaer/habs/guidelines/histguide.htm]. 

United States Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines for Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and 
Reconstruction. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995. [Available online at 
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/secstan1.htm]. 

Governmental Surveys and Inventories 

Archives & Architecture. "Survey Handbook." Submitted to the Planning Department of the City of San Jose, 
1992. 

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation. "California Points of 
Historical Interest."  Sacramento: California Department of Parks and Recreation, 1992. 

California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation. "Built Environment 
Resource Directory." Accessed online June 2021. 

City of San Jose Department of Parks and Recreation. "San Jose, An Inventory of its Historical and 
Architectural Heritage by San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission. 1975." 

City of San Jose Department of Parks and Recreation. "A Handbook for the Preservation of Landmarks in 
San Jose." 1977. 

City of San Jose Department of Planning. "The Alameda." 1984. 

City of San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission, Department of City Planning, "Historic Resources 
Inventory," January 1987. 

Committee for the Past, "Plan for the Past," 1989. 

County of Santa Clara Planning Department. "Preliminary Inventory of Historical Landmarks in Santa Clara 
County." San José: Santa Clara County Planning Department, 1962. 

County of Santa Clara Historical Heritage Commission. "Santa Clara County Heritage Resource Inventory." 
San José: Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, 1975. 
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County of Santa Clara Historical Heritage Commission. "Santa Clara County Heritage Resource Inventory." 
San José: Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, 1979. 

County of Santa Clara Historical Heritage Commission. "Santa Clara County Heritage Resource Inventory." 
San José: Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, 1999. 

Hope, A. "Tract Housing in California, 1945-1973: A Context for National Register Evaluation." Sacramento: 
California Department of Transportation, n.d.  

King. T. "Index to Visual Inventory of Historic and Archeological Sites in San Jose, Sept. to Dec. 1973." 
(History San Jose / copy at California Room, SJPL. 

Marben Associates. "Burbank Historic Home Survey," 1993. 

Urban/Rural Conservation. "Historic Preservation Plan, City of San Jose. Ca." 1980. 

Reference Books and Local Histories 

(General Histories of San José) 

Arbuckle, C. Clyde Arbuckle’s History of San José. San José: Smith and McKay Printing Co., 1985. 

Beilharz, E. A., and D. O. DeMers, Jr. San José: California’s First City. Tulsa: Continental Heritage Press, 1980. 

Crockwell and Williams. Souvenir of San José and Vicinity, “The Garden City.” New York: Pacific Coast 
Representatives of the Albertype Co., 1894. 

Foote, H. S. Pen Pictures from the Garden of the World. Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1888. 

Foote, H. S. and C. A. Woolfolk. Picturesque San Jose and Environs. San José: 1893. 

Guinn, G. M. History of the State of California, and Biographical Record of the Coast Counties. Chicago: The 
Chapman Publishing Company, 1904. 

Hager, A. M and E Hager. An Index to Hall's 1871 History of San Jose. San Jose: Sourisseau Academy for State 
and Local History, 1974 

Hall, F. History of San José and Surroundings. San Francisco: A. L. Bancroft, 1871. 

James, W. F., and G. H. McMurray. History of San José, California. San José: A. H. Cawton, 1933. 

San José Mercury. Santa Clara County and Its Resources, Historical, Descriptive, Statistical [Sunshine, Fruit and 
Flowers]. San José: The San José Mercury Publishing and Printing Co., 1896 [San José: San José Historical 
Museum Association, reprinted 1986]. 

Munro-Fraser, J. P. History of Santa Clara County, California. San Francisco: Alley, Bowen and Co., 1881. 

Payne, S. M. Santa Clara County, Harvest of Change. Northridge: Windsor Publications, 1987. 

Sawyer, E. History of Santa Clara County, California. Los Angeles: Historic Record Co., 1922. 

Thompson and West. Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County. San Francisco: Thompson and West, 1876 [San 
José: Smith and McKay Printing Co., reprinted 1973]. 

Winther, O. O. “The Story of San José, 1777–1869: California’s First Pueblo,” California Historical Society 
Quarterly 14(1-2), 1935. 
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Ethnic Histories 

Adkins, J. B. African Americans of San Jose and Santa Clara County. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2019. 

Arnold, H. Antioch: A Place of Christians. Chronicles of an African American Church, 1893-1993. San Mateo: 
Western Book Journal Press, 1993. 

Bean, L. J. Ed. The Ohlone Past and Present: Native Americans of the San Francisco Bay Region. Menlo Park: 
Ballena Press, 1993. 

Beasley, D. L. The Negro Trail-blazers [sic] of California. Los Angeles, 1919. 

Brand. M. Germania San José: The Early German Heritage of Silicon Valley. San Jose: Glory Anne Laffey 
Architectural Archives, 2019. 

Bruns, R. César Chavez, A Biography. Westport CT:  Greenwood Biographies2005. 

Byrd. A. L. Ed. History of Black Americans in Santa Clara Valley. San Jose: Garden City Women's Club, Inc., 
1978. 

California Department of Parks and Recreation. Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Survey for California. 
Sacramento: Office of Historic Preservation, 1988. 

Chang, S. The Global Silicon Valley Home: Lives and Landscapes Within Taiwanese American Trans-pacific Culture 
Asian America. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005. 

Chang, M. S. "150 Years of Chinese Lives in Silicon Valley." A paper prepared for the Cupertino Historical 
Society, 1997. 

Clark, Margaret. Health in the Mexican-American Culture: A Community Study. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1959. 

Daniel, C. E. Bitter Harvest: A History of California Farmworkers 1870-1941. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1981. 

DeAnza College, California History Center. Historias: The Spanish Heritage of Santa Clara Valley. Cupertino: 
California History Center, 1976. 

Fukuda, C. and R. M. Pearce. San Jose Japantown, A Journey.  San Jose: Japanese American Museum of San 
Jose, 2014. 

Gong-Guy, L. and G. Wong. Chinese in San Jose and the Santa Clara Valley. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 
2007. 

Goulart, T. P. Ed. The Holy Ghost Festas: A Historic Perspective of the Portuguese in California. Portuguese 
Chamber of Commerce of California, 2002. 

Gregory, C. A. "Geography, Perception, and Preservation of Portuguese-American Landscapes in 
California." Dissertation submitted in partial satisfaction of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Geography, UC Davis, 2004. 

Heizer, R. F. and A. Almquist. The Other Californians: Prejudice and Discrimination under Spain, Mexico, and the 
United States to 1920. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1971. 

Hom, G. S. Ed. Chinese Argonauts, An Anthology of the Chinese Contributions to the Historical Development of 
Santa Clara County. Cupertino: Foothill Community College, 1971. 
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Hurtado, A., L. Intimate Frontiers: Sex Gender and Culture in Old California. Albuquerque: University of New 
Mexico Press, 1999. 

Jiménez, F., A. Garcia, & R. Garcia. Ethnic community builders: Mexican Americans in search of justice and power: 
The struggle for citizenship rights in San José, California. Lanham: Alta Mira Press. 2007. 

Laffey, G. A. "The San Jose Chinatowns." Unpublished manuscript, San Jose, 1979. 

La Raza Historical Society of Santa Clara Valley. "Downtown San Jose Mexican Historic Sites Tour" accessed 
June 26, 2021. 

Lukes, T., and G. Okihiro. Japanese Legacy: Farming and Community Life in California’s Santa Clara Valley. 
Cupertino: California History Center, 1985. 

Marrazzo, F. W. Italians in the Santa Clara Valley. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2007. 

Martinez, Evalyn. My Family Backbone. San Jose: self-published. n.d. 

McWilliams, C. Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Labor in California. Boston: Little, Brown and 
Company, 1939. 

Milliken, r. L. H. Shoup, and B. R. Ortiz. Ohlone/Costanoan Indians of the San Francisco Peninsula and their 
Neighbors, Yesterday and Today. National Park Service, 2009. 

Méndez-Negrete, Josie. Activist Leaders of San José: En sus propias voces. University of Arizona Press, 2020. 

Misawa, S. Ed. Beginnings: Japanese Americans in San Jose - 8 Oral Histories. San Jose: San Jose Japanese 
American Community Senior Service, 1981. 

Monroy, D. Thrown Among Strangers: The Making of Mexican Culture in Frontier California. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1990. 

Montgomery, B. Natio e Patria: National and Civic Loyalty Among Italian-Americans in the Santa Clara Valley, 
1917-1922, a paper submitted to HIST 200 at San Jose State University, 2006.  

Moore, E., N. Montojo and N. Mauri. Roots, Race, & Place: A History of Racially Exclusionary Housing in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. Haas Institute for a Fair and Inclusive Society, University of California, 
Berkeley, October 2019. haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/rootsraceplace 

National Park Service. “Cesar Chavez Special Resource Study and Environmental Assessment,” March 2012 

Pearce, R. M. From Asahi to Zebras: Japanese American Baseball in San Jose. San Jose: Japanese 
American Museum of San Jose, 205. 

Pitt, L. The Decline of the Californios: A Social History of the Spanish-Speaking Californians. Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1966. 

Pitti, S. J. The Devil in Silicon Valley: Northern California, Race, and Mexican Americans. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2003. 

Ragsac, R. V. Sr. Memories of "Pinoytown" San Jose, A Walking Tour of Vanished Sites and Pinoys/Pinays, North 
6th St. Between Jackson and Taylor Streets, 2020. 

Ragsac, R. V. Sr. "A Tri-Cultural Milieu of 'Sixth Street': Chinese, Japanese and Filipinos, An Exploration of 
the Sixth Street Neighborhood during the 'Pinoytown' Era: 1931 to early 1960s." A slide presentation, 2020. 

Regua, N. and A. Villarreal. Mexicans in San José. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2009. 
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Rodgers, M. The Portuguese in San Jose. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2007. 

Roediger, D. R. Working Toward Whiteness: How America's Immigrants Became White. The Strange Journey from 
Ellis Island to the Suburbs, 2005. 

Ruffin, H. G. H. Uninvited Neighbors: African Americans in Silicon Valley, 1769-1990. Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2014. 

Russo, P. R. and T. A. Beniveno, Ed. Italian Passages: Making and Thinking History. New York: Italian 
American Historical Association, Vol 40, 2010. 

Sakauye, E. E. Heart Mountain: A Photo Essay. San Mateo: AACP, Inc., 2000. 

Salameda, J. Italiana of Silicon Valley. Los Altos: self-published, 1984. 

Sanchez, A. & R. Wagner. "Continuity and change in the Mayfair Barrios of East San José." San José Studies 
5, no. 2 (1979): 6-19. 

Sanchez, N. Ed. "Our Land and Our People." Vol. 1, Number 1, The First Californians, July 1992, published by 
the Muwekma Indian Cultural Association. 

Sandmeyer, E. C. The Anti-Chinese Movement in California. Urbana IL: University of Illinois Press, 1973. 
(reprint of 1939 edition). 

Smith, E. and G. A. Laffey. Some Early African-American Settlers in the Santa Clara Valley.  San Jose:  Sourisseau 
Academy for State and Local History, 1994 

Thompson, G. America's Social Arsonist: Fred Ross and Grassroots Organizing in the Twentieth Century. Oakland: 
University of California Press, 2016. 

Tsu, C. Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in California's Santa Clara Valley. 
New York: Oxford university Press, 2013. 

Villarreal, A. Jose Manuel Gonzales: Apache Alcade Mayor of San Jose, California. Chusma House, 2018. 

Williams, B. Californians of Spanish Surname; population, education, employment, income. A summary of changes 
between 1960 and 1970 -- based on U.S. Census of Population. San Francisco: California. Department of 
Industrial Relations. Division of Fair Employment Practices, 1976. 

Winter, J. C. Tamien: 6000 Years in an American City. Self-published, 1978. 

Wong, B. Chinese in Silicon Valley: Globalization, Social Networks, and Ethnic Identity. Towman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2005. 

Wood, W. The Trajectory of Indian Country in California: Rancherias, Villages, Pueblos, Missions, Ranchos, 
Reservation s, Colonies, and Rancherias, 44 Tulsa L, Rev. 317 (2013). 
https://digitalcommons.law.utulsa.edu/tlr/vol44/iss2/1 

Yu, C. Y. Chinatown San José, USA. San Jose: San José Historical Museum Association, 1991. 

Women's Histories 

Arbuckle, H. San Jose's Women: Colonial Days to the 1970s, a Brief History. San Jose: self-published, 2002. 

Babcock. B. Woman Lawyer: The Trials of Clara Foltz.  

Cherny, R. W. et al. California Women and Politics: From the Gold Rush to the Great Depression. 
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Clendenen, J. MINE: El Despojo de María Zacarías Bernal de Berreyesa. 2017. 

Frederica, Mother Marie. Notre Dame in California: 1851-1951. Saratoga CA: self-published, 1951. 

Hare, A. San Jose and The Santa Clara Valley. Brooklyn, NY: The Albertype Co., 1903. 

Holdredge, H. O. Mammy Pleasant's Partner. G.P Putnam's Sons, 1954. 

Horton, I. S. Early Women Architects of the San Francisco Bay Area., The Lives and Work of Fifty Professionals, 
1890-1951.  Jefferson N.C.: MacFarland & Co. Inc., 2010. 

Ignoffo, J.  J. A Meeting of the Minds: A Retrospective of the To Kalon Club of San José, California 1903-2003. 
Cupertino: California History Center and Foundation, 2003. 

Ignoffo, J. J. Captive of the Labyrinth: Sarah L. Winchester Heiress to the Rifle Fortune. Columbia: University of 
Missouri Press, 2010. 

Lyon, M. L. Some Pioneer Women in Santa Clara County California. Cupertino: Grandma Lyon Enterprises, 
1996. 

Lyon, M. L. Some More Pioneer Women of Santa Clara County California, Volume 2. Cupertino: Grandma Lyon 
Enterprises, 1999. 

Maino, J. G. Left Hand Turn: A Story of the Donner Party Women. 

Matthews, G. The Rise of Public Woman: Woman's Power and Woman's Place in the United States, 1630-1970. 
Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Matthews, G. Silicon Valley, Women, and the California Dream: Gender, Class, and Opportunity in the Twentieth 
Century. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003. 

Moon, D. Storming Politics: San José in the "Feminist Capital, 1975-2006. Social Science History Association, 
2006. 

Regua, N. "Women in the Chicano Movement: Grassroots Activism in San José." Chicano/Latina Studies, Vol 
12, No. 1, Fall 2021. 

Rice, B. The Women of Our Valley.  Self-published, 1955. 

Rice B. The Women of Our Valley, Volume II. Self-published, 1956. 

Ruiz, V. L. Cannery Women - Cannery Lives: Mexican Women, Unionization, and the California Food Processing 
Industry, 1930-1950. Albuquerque: University of California Press, 1987. 

Smith, F. Breaking Ground: The Daring Women of the YWCA in the Santa Clara Valley 1905-2005. San Jose: 
YWCA of Silicon Valley, 2005. 

 Wyman, B. and D. Wirt. First Elected Women in Santa Clara County: A Project of National Women's Political 
Caucus of Santa Clara County and the Sourisseau Academy. San José: self published, 2009. 

Zavella, P. Women's Work & Chicano Families: Cannery Workers of the Santa Clara Valley. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 1987. 

Local Architects and Architectural History 
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