
 City of San José 
 San Jose Senior Citizen’s Commission 
 
District 1 - Vacant    Kohli Singh - District 2 
District 3 - Gina Gates-Lopez, Chair  Vice Chair, Lilia Hancock - District 4 
District 5 - Obdulia Corona  Giovanna Erkanat - District 6 
District 7 - Fane Williams  Ruthie Medina - District 8 
District 9 - Vacant  Donna Tran - District 10 
Citywide - May Miller   

 
MINUTES 

February 14, 2024 
Kirk Community Center – Room 7 

   
  
 

I. Call to Order & Orders of the Day 
A. Meeting called to order  
B. Commissioner Corona and Commissioner Williams absent 
C. Commissioner Miller left the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

II. Consent Calendar 

A. Approve the Minutes and Attendance Report of December 14, 2023, and January 11, 2024 
B. Receive and File Correspondence to Commission 

 
Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Giovanna Erkanat, seconded by Commissioner 
May Miller, minutes and attendance for December 14, 2023, and January 11, 2024, were 
approved. (7,0,2) Absent: Corona and Williams.  
 
Documents Filed: (1) None.  

 

III. Public Comment  
(Members of the Public are invited to speak on any items that does not appear on today’s 
Agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. Meeting attendees are 
usually given two (2) minutes to speak on any discussion item and/or during open forum; the 
time limit is in the discretion of the Chair of the meeting and may be limited when appropriate. 
Speakers using a translator will be given twice the time allotted to ensure non-English speakers 
receive the same opportunity to directly address the Committee, Board or Commission.) 

• None 
• Notice: As of February 6, 2024, the City of San José will limit verbal public 

comments to in person only for all meetings of City legislative bodies 
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IV. Announcements  
A. Vice Chair Lilia Hancock and Commissioner Ruthie Medina attended the Seniors 

Agenda Network Summit on housing for seniors. The next Seniors Agenda Network 
Summit will be September 25, 2024. 
 

V. Reports 

A. Council Member Pam Foley  
1. Councilmember Foley has been appointed to the Transportation Committee. If 

older adults or adults with disabilities have any VTA concerns, please share 
with the Councilmember by emailing District9@sanjosesca.gov. 

2. Council Districts 2, 9 and 10 are cohosting the annual Senior Walk at Oakridge 
Mall on February 23, 2024, from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. The event is free.  

3. The City and Council have started the budget process for 2024-2025. 
B. Chair  

1. Chair Gates-Lopez toured the Roosevelt Community Center while it was an 
emergency shelter for the community during the storm. 

2. 2-1-1 Bay Area Advisory has been rescheduled to March 8, 2024. Updates to 
follow at the April Senior Citizens Commission meeting. 

3. Chair Gates-Lopez attended Community Workshop #3 for the E. Santa Clara St. 
Master Housing Plan.  

4. Would like the Senior Citizens Commission to have a sub-committee for 
housing if one is not currently established. 

C. Staff  
1. Citywide Older Adult Programs:  

• Reported Senior Nutrition Program is going well, and attendance has 
increased by 29%.  

• Community Centers are offering Digital Access Workshops in 
February and March.  

• Free Income Tax Appointments now available at some of the 
Community Centers.  

• Roosevelt was opened as an emergency shelter during the recent 
storm. Staff did a great job running the shelter. The Center has 
returned to normal operations. Camden Community Center was also 
ready too open as an emergency shelter. 

2. Commissioners inquired about the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood 
Services scholarship program, and requested an update. Staff to provide an 
update at the next meeting. 

D. Organizations - None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:District9@sanjosesca.gov
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VI.      New and Returning Business 

A. Discuss Budget Proposals for Senior Citizens Commission 
 

Recommendation: Discuss budget priorities for the Senior Citizens Commission to 
bring forth to Council Member Pam Foley for the 2024 – 2025 Budget year. 
 
Action: Upon motion by Vice Chair Lilia Hancock, seconded by Commissioner 
Kohli Singh, the Budget Priorities Information Memo to City Council was approved 
with changes. (6,0,3) Absent: Miller, Corona, and Williams.  
 

B. 2023-24 Senior Citizens Commission Work Plan  
      Recommendation: Accept the 2023-24 Senior Citizens Commission Work Plan  
 

Action: Upon motion by Vice Chair Lilia Hancock, seconded by Commissioner 
Giovanna Erkanat, the 2023-24 Seniors Citizens Commission Work Plan was 
approved. (6,0,3) Absent: Miller, Corona, and Williams. 

 
 
 

VII. Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned. 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 6, 2024, at Kirk Community Center at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
"The Code of Conduct is intended to promote open meetings that welcome debate of public 
policy issues being discussed by the City Council, their Committees, and City Boards and 
Commissions in an atmosphere of fairness, courtesy, and respect for differing points of view." 
 
The City of San José is committed to open and honest government and strives to consistently 
meet the community’s expectations by providing excellent service, in a positive and timely 
manner, and in the full view of the public. 
 
You may speak to the Commission about any discussion item that is on the agenda, and you may 
also speak during Public Comments on items that are not on the agenda and are within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Commission.  Speakers using a translator will be given twice the time 
allotted to ensure non-English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly address the 
Committee, Board or Commission. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to 
discuss or take action on issues presented during Public Comments.  Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54954.2, no matter shall be acted upon by the Commission unless listed on the 
agenda, which has been posted not less than 72 hours prior to meeting. 

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12901/636670004966630000
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Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for the Commission items may be 
viewed on the Internet at: http:// www.sanjoseca.gov/seniorcommission   
Correspondence to the San Jose Senior Citizens Commission is public record and will become 
part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Before 
posting online, the following may be redacted: addresses, email addresses, social security 
numbers, phone numbers, and signatures. However, please note e-mail addresses, names, 
addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in any communication 
to the San Jose Senior Citizens Commission, will become part of the public record. If you do 
not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that 
information in your communication.  
All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the 
legislative body will be available for public inspection at the Parks, Recreation, and 
Neighborhood Services Department, 200 East Santa Clara Street – 9th Floor, San José, California 
95113, at the same time that the public records are distributed or made available to the legislative 
body.  Any draft resolutions or other items posted on the Internet site or distributed in advance of 
the commission meeting may not be the final documents approved by the commission.  Contact 
the Office of the City Clerk for the final document. 

On occasion the Commission may consider agenda items out of order.  
The San Jose Senior Citizens Commission meets every first Wednesday of the Month at      
1:00 p.m., with special meetings as necessary.  If you have any questions, please direct them to 
the Commission staff, Janine Bray at OlderAdultPrograms@sanjoseca.gov.  Thank you for 
taking the time to attend today’s meeting.  We look forward to seeing you at future meetings. 
 
To request an accommodation or alternative format under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act for City-sponsored meetings, events or printed materials, please email: 
OlderAdultPrograms@sanjoseca.gov as soon as possible, but at least three business days 
before the meeting.   Please direct correspondence and questions to: 

City of San José Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
Attn:  Janine Bray, Senior Citizens Commission 

200 East Santa Clara Street, 9th Floor 
 San José, California 95113 

Tel: (408) 535-5659 
Email:  OlderAdultPrograms@sanjoseca.gov 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/seniorcommission
mailto:OlderAdultPrograms@sanjoseca.gov
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