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SAN JOSE Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

CAPITAL OF S{LICON VALLEY JOSEPH HORWEDEL, DIRECTOR

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT FOCUSED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT (EIR) AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Autumn Street-Coleman Avenue Improvement
"Project, File No.: PP06-166, located in Council Districts 3 & 6. The objective of the project is to
provide additional roadway capacity in the Coleman-Autumn corridor in order to adequately
accommodate projected traffic demand. The proposed improvements are a key component of the
Downtown San José Strategy 2000 Plan, a long-term plan for development in the greater downtown area
that was approved by the San José City Council in June 2005.

Coleman Avenue will be widened from four lanes to six lanes between Hedding Street and Autumn
Street, a distance of approximately 0.8 miles. The widened roadway will include a raised median and
bike lanes, landscaping, signage, street lighting, sidewalks, curbs and gutters. The bulk of the widening
will occur along the east side of Coleman Avenue.

Autumn Street, between Park Avenue and Santa Clara Street will be converted from 1-way to 2-way
traffic and will be widened to include two lanes in each direction. Most of the widening will occur along
the east side of Autumn Street. Between Santa Clara Street and Saint John Street, Autumn Street will be
widened to allow for up to four lanes of traffic during peak events at the adjacent HP Pavilion. During
normal operations, the roadway will be striped for one lane in each direction and on-street parking will
be permitted. Between Park Avenue and Santa Clara Street, Montgomery Street will become a minor 2-
way street with a cul-de-sac constructed at the southerly end.

The proposed improvements to Coleman Avenue and Autumn Street will require the acquisition of
substantial additional right-of-way. The additional right-of-way will directly result in the displacement of
approximately four single-family residences and approximately 36 businesses and the demolition of -
structures on those properties.

The proposed project will have potentially significant environmental effects with regard to Noise and Historic
Resources. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires this notice to disclose whether any listed
toxic sites are present at the project location. The project study area does contain properties in the Cortese List
of toxic sites.

The Draft EIR and documents referenced in the Draft EIR are available for review online at the City of San

José’s website: http:// /.sanjoseca.gov/planning/eir/eir.asp and are also available at the following locations:

Department of Planning, Building, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Main Library
and Code Enforcement 150 E. San Fernando St.

200 East Santa Clara Street, Tower 3™ Floor San José, CA 95112

San José, CA 95113 (408) 277-4822

(408) 535-3555




The public review penod for this Draft EIR begins on October 17, 2007 and ends on November 30, 2007.
Written comments must be received at the Planning Department by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2007, in
order to be addressed as part of the formal EIR review process. Comments and questions should be referred to
Michael Rhoades in the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement at (408) 535-7821, via e-mail:
michael.thoades@sanjoseca.gov, by fax at (408) 292-6055, or by regular mail at the mailing address listed
above. Please reference file number PP06-166 in your written comment letter.

Following the close of the public review period, the Director of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement will
prepare a Final Environmental Impact Report that will include responses to comments received during the review
period. Ten days prior to the public hearing on the EIR, the City's responses to comments received during the
public review period will be available for review and will be mailed to those who have commented in writing on
the EIR during the public review period.

A public hearing before the Planning Commission to consider certification of the Final EIR is tentatively
scheduled for January, 30 2008, at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at San José City Hall, 200 East
Santa Clara Street, San José, CA 95113-1905.

Joseph Horwedel, Director
Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

/s/ Michael Rhoades
Senior Planner

Date: October 11, 2007
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San Jose Mercury
750 RIDDER PARK DRI
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

IN THE
City of San Jose
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

City of San Jose

200 E. Santa Clara Street

San Jose, CA 95113 .

Office of the City Clerk/ Cynthia Jaszka
Legal Ad No. 25563219

)

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

) SS.

The undersigned, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:‘ l’ll”'hat
at all times hereinafter mentioned affiant 'was and sti 1s:a:1
citizen of the United States, over the age of en_ghteen years: an.
not a party to nor interested in the above entl'tlet? procecfhn.gs,r
and was at and during all said times and still is the prl;clpa
clerk of the printer and publisher of thfe San Jose Merf:t;:'yd ;w.r:,
a newspaper of general circulation printed and publis Se ) a; :
in the city of San Jose in said County of Sant.a Clara, State !
California, that said San Jose Mercury News is anc} was .at a .
times herein mentioned a newspaper of general (:Il"(:lllatml‘l :.
that term is defined by Sections 6000. and following, _of dtbe
Government Code of the State of Californfa, ?nd, as provide: I)
said sections, is published for the dissemination of local oE' tele
graphic news and intelligence of a genera_] characte.r, I1advmgt :
bona fide subscription list of paying subscnb'ers,and is r‘mt evo.e
to the interests or published for the entertau_lment or mst'll'uctlm?
of a particular class, professional, trf:de, ca!lmg, racf: or l;enom:
nation, or for the entertainment and ll‘lStl:lICthIl of any num er uﬂ
such classes, professionals, trades, callings, races or del:;{n;;d
tions; that at all times said new§paper has be'en e?;acls e
printed and published in the said city of San Jose in sai o; 3
and State at regular intervals for more t.han one yea.r prece ms
the first publication of the notice herein mentlon.ed, that sai
notice was set in type not smaller than nonpareil and was pre

ceded with words printed in black-face type not smaller than n::

pareil, describing and expressing in gener:al termis, the p'urp.o

and character of the notice intended to be given; that the.cllpcll)mg
of which is annexed is a true printed copy, was pu.bllshe and
printed in said newspaper on the following dates, to-wit:

October 14,2007

Dated at San Jose, California
this 15" day of October,2007 o
1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is tru

Signed. \ SLUM A

Principal clerk of the printer and publisher of the San Jos
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SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF $ILICON VALLEY

Department of Planning, Building and code Enforcement
JOSEPH HORWEDEL, DIRECTOR

NOTICE, OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT FOCUSED
ENVIRONMENTAL IMFACT REFORT (EIR) AND
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Draft  Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Autumo  Street-Coleman
Avenue Improvement Project, File No.; PP06-166, located in Council Districts 3 & 6. The
objective of the project is to provide additjonal readway capacity in the
Coleman- Autumn corridor in order 1o adequately accommodate projecied traffic demand. The
proposed improvements are a key companens of the Downtown San José Srrategy 2000 Plan,
a long-term plan for developrment in the greater downtown area that was approved by the San
José City Council in June 2005,

Coleman Avenue will be widened from four lanes to six lanes between Hedding Street
and Autumn Street, a distance of approximately 0.8 miles. The widened roadway will
include a raised median and bike lanes, landscaping, signage, street lighting,
sidewalks, curbs and gutters. The bulk of the widening will occur along the east side
of Coleman Avenue.

Autumn Street, between Park Avenue and Santa Clara Street will be converted from
l-way to 2-way traffic and will be widened to include two lanes in each direction. Most of
the widening will occur along the east side of Autumn Street, Between Santa Clara Street
and Saint John Street, Autumn Street will be widened 1o allow for up to four lanes of
traffic during peak events at the adjacent HP Pavilion. During  normal
opetations, the roadway will be striped for ome laue in each direction and on-street
parking will be permitted. Between Park Avenue and Santa Clara Street, Montgomery
Street will become a minor 2-way street with a cul-de-sac constructed at the southerly end.

The proposed improvements to Coleman Avenue and Autumn Street will require the
acquisition of substantial additional right-of-way. The additional right-of-way will
directly result in the displacement of approximately four single-family residences and
approximately 36 businesses and the demolition of structures on those properties.

The proposed project will have potentially significant environmental effects with
regard to Noise and Histeric Rescurces. The California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) requires this notice to disclose whether any listed toxic sites are present at the

project location, The project study area does contain properties in the Cortese List of
toxic sites,

The Draft BIR and documents referenced in the Draft EIR are available for review
online at the City of San José's website: ht1p://www.sa.njoseca.gov."pla.tming/eirleir.aSp
and are alsc available at the following locations:

Department of Planning, Buijlding, and
Code Enforcement

200 East Santa Clara Street Tower 3rd Floor
San Jose, CA 95113 San Jose, CA 95112

(408) 535-3555 (408) 277-4822

The public review period for this Draft EIR begins on October 17, 2007 and ends on
November 30, 2007. Written comments must be received at the Planning Department
by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2007, in order to be addressed as part of the for-
mal EIR review process. Comments and questions should be referred to Michael
Rhoades in the Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement at
(408) 535-7821, via e-mail: michael.rhnades@sanjoseca.gov, by fax at
(408) 292-6055, or by regular mail at the mailing address listed above. Please reference
file number PPOG-166 in your written comment letter, :

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Main Library
150 E. San Fernando St,

Following the close of the public review period, the Director of Planning, Building,
and Code Enforcement witl prepare a Final Environmental Impact Report that will
include responses to comments received during the review period. Ten days prior to the
public hearing on the EIR, the City's responses to comments received during the pub-
lic review period will be available for review and will be mailed to those who have
commented in writing on the EIR during the public review period.

A public heating before the Planning Commission to consider certification of the
Final EIR is tentatively scheduled for January, 30 2008, at 6:30 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers at San José City Hall, 200 East Santa Clara Street, San José, CA
95113-1905.

Joseph Horwedel, Director, Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
/s/ Michael Rhoades. Senior Planner
Date: October 11, 2007

October 14, 2007 2553219
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. & ITEM:
SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: PLANNING COMMISSION FROM: Manuel Pineda
SUBJECT: COLEMAN AVENUE DATE: 01-22-08
WIDENING AND AUTUMN
STREET EXTENSION

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 3

BACKGROUND

The goal of the Coleman/Autumn transportation corridor project is to provide a safe, efficient,
and attractive route to Downtown San Jose from Route 880 and to facilitate economic
development of the Diridon/Arena area. The adopted development plan for Downtown San Jose
(Downtown Strategy Plan 2000) includes expansion of the Downtown core area westerly to the
San Jose Diridon transit station area, near the Arena (HP Pavilion). The plan identifies the
Coleman/Autumn transportation corridor project as a high priority for facilitating development
of the area. The specific features of the project include:

¢ Upgrading Coleman Avenue to a 6-lane boulevard with bike lanes, sidewalks,
landscaped median.

e Extending Autumn Street as a 2/4-lane parkway from Coleman Avenue to St. John
Street with an attractive frontage to the Guadalupe River Park.

Portions of the Coleman/Autumn plan have been implemented with the Route 880/Coleman
interchange upgrade and the San Jose Market Place retail development.

The Coleman/Autumn transportation corridor project is included in the regional transportation
master plan, known as Valley Transportation Plan (VTP) 2030. Therefore the project is eligible
for grant funding from regional, state, and /or federal sources.

ANALYSIS

The key issues in analyzing the proposal are its needs and consistency with the San Jose General
Plan Major Strategies, Goals, and Policies.

Policy Need

The San Jose General Plan, Diridon/Arena Strategic Development Plan, Downtown Strategy
2000 EIR, and the Downtown Access and Circulation Study all identify the Coleman Avenue




PLANNING COMMISSION . .
(1-22-08

Subject: Coleman Avenue Widening and Autumn Street Extension

Page 2

widening and Autumn Street extension projects as necessary to support the ongoing growth and
development of the Downtown as an employment, housing, and cultural center. Both
improvements are identified as phase 1 infrastructure improvements required for downtown
development as part of the Downtown Strategy 2000 as they create a new access point to the
expanded core and alleviate traffic congestion and Level-of-Service impacts for the general area.

With the additional traffic capacity this transportation corridor also improves overall circulation
patterns by creating a more desirable route to the Diridon area. The project provides the
following traffic capacity benefit to parallel cormndors:

Roadway Volume Decrease Policy Goal
The Alameda 20% Neighborhood Business District
First 10% Transit Corridor
3rd/4th 20% Couplet Conversion
10"/11th 15% Couplet Conversion

Design Goals

The project achieves the following goals:

Develop Coleman Avenue as a grand boulevard with landscaped median islands.
Develop a new bike corridor to Downtown San Jose.

Develop more direct access to/from Mineta San Jose International Airport.

Makes the Coleman/Autumn corridor the preferred Downtown access for Route 880
traffic.

e Meets the goals of the Diridon /Arena Strategic Development Plan for Autumn Street.
» Increases parking opportunities on Autumn Street.

e Develops attractive frontages for the Guadalupe Gardens and Guadalupe River parks.

Implementation Strategy

As with any other projects of this magnitude, the City will propose to pursue future funding for
the project in separate phases. The current priority phasing strategy for construction is as
follows:

e Phase 1 — Extension of Autumn Street from where it currently terminates at the
Market Center development to St. John Street.

e Phase 2 — Widening of Coleman Avenue from Hedding to Taylor.
Phase 3 — Widening of Autumn Street from St. John to Park.

¢ Phase 4 — Widening of Coleman Avenue from Taylor to Autumn.
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PLANNING COMMISSION . .
01-22-08

Subject: Coleman Avenue Widening and Autumn Street Extension

Page 3

The phasing of the project could change based on funding opportunities and possible future
development.

PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST

D Criterion 1: Requires Council action on the use of public funds equal to $1 million or
greater. (Required: Website Posting)

D Criterion 2: Adoption of a new or revised policy that may have implications for public
health, safety, quality of life, or financial/economic vitality of the City. (Required: E-
mail and Website Posting)

D Criterion 3: Consideration of proposed changes to service delivery, programs, staffing
that may have impacts to community services and have been identified by staff, Council or
a Community group that requires special outreach. (Required: E-mail, Website Posting,
Community Meetings, Notice in appropriate newspapers)

The project has been part of a number of community processes including the Downtown Strategy
2000, the Diridon Arena Strategic Plan and the Downtown Access and Circulation Study.

Community meetings were held in discussion of the preliminary design on February 22°¢ and
April 17" of 2007

COORDINATION

The Coleman Avenue/ Autumn Street improvement project and has been prepared in
coordination with the Departments Public Works, and Planning, Building and Code
Enforcement, the City Attorney’s Office, and the San Jose Redevelopment Agency.

CEQA

Resolution to be adopted

Ma;uel Pineda
Transportation Planning Manager
Department of Transportation

For questions please contact Manuel Pineda at 975-3293.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA g * %
2 5

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE AND PLANNING UNIT

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER CYNTHIA BRYANT

GOVERNOR

December 4, 2007

Michael Rhoades

City of San Jose

200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113-1905

Subject: Coleman Avenue/Autunm Street Improvements
SCH#: 2007042035

Dear Michael Rhoades:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Draft EIR to selected state agencies for review. The
review period closed on November 30, 2007, and no state agencies submitted comments by that date. This
letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft
environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.

Please call the State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the
environmental review process. If you have a question about the above-named project, please refer to the

ten-digit State Clearinghouse number when contacting this office.

Sincerely,

% fotberT
Terry Ro®erts

Director, State Clearinghouse

1400 10th Street P.0.Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613  FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov




" Document Details Report
. State Clearinghouse Data Bas

SCH# 2007042035
Project Title  Coleman Avenue/Autumn Street Improvements
Lead Agency San Jose, City of

Type EIR DraftEIR

Description  The project will widen Coleman Avenue to six lanes between Hedding Street and Autumn Street, a
distance of approximately 0.8 mile. This segment of Coleman Avenue is currently four lanes. North of
Hedding Street, Coleman Avenue has recently been widened to six lanes as part of the I-880/Coleman
Avenue Interchange Improvement Project. The project will widen partially realign, and extend Autumn
Street between Coleman Avenue and Park Avenue, a distance of approximately 1.1 miles. Autumn
Street currently varies from two to three lanes and terminates north of Julian Street.

Lead Agency Contact

Name Michasl Rhoades
Agency City of San Jose

Phone (408} 535-7821 Fax
email S — - : — —_ e - - —— - - -
Address 200 East Santa Clara Street
City San Jose State CA Zip 95113-190%6

Project Location
County Santa Clara
City San Jose

Region
Cross Streets  Autumn Street, Coleman Avenue, Park Avenue
Parcel No.
Township Range Section Base

Proximity to:

Highways 880, 87, 280
Airperts  NYM-SJ International

Railways UPRR

Waterways Los Gatos Creek, Guadalupe River

Schools

Land Use The project is located within the existing public right-of-way and will include portions of adjacent

commercial, residential and light industrial parcels.

Project Issues

Reviewing Resources Agency; Department of Fish and Game, Region 3; Cffice of Historic Preservation;
Agencies Department of Parks and Recreation; Reclamation Board; Department of Water Resources; Caltrans,
Division of Aeronautics; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 4; Air Resources Board,
Transportation Projects; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 2; Native American Heritage
Commission; Public Utilities Commission

Date Received 10/17/2007 Start of Review 10/17/2007 End of Review 11/30/2007

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency.




o O S,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA %

g g
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ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER > CYNTHIA BRYANT
GOVERNCR DIRECTOR

Notice of Preparation

: =0T
April 5, 2007 N
oA ~. ~
Sl _';_; .
~<SPy o ’
To: Reviewing Agencies W‘@E{\f T /:
Re: Coleman Avenue/Autumn Street Improvements

SCH# 2007042035

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Coleman Avenue/Autumn Street
Improvements draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

Responsible agencies musi transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on specific
information related to their own statutory respensibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from the Lead Agency.
This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to comment in a timely
manner. We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their concerns carly in the
environmental review process.

Please direct your comments to:

Michael Rhoades

City of San Jose

200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113-1905

with a copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the SCH number
noted above in all correspondence concerning this project.

if you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at
(916) 445-0613.

Sincerely,

3

Scott Morgan
Senior Planner, State Clearinghouse

Attachments
cc: Lead Agency

1400 10th Street  P.O. Box 3044  Sacramento, Caiifornia 953812-3044
(916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov




Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Ba

SCH# 2007042035
Project Title  Coleman Avenue/Auturnn Street Improvements
Lead Agency San Jose, City of
Type NOP Notice of Preparation
Description  The project will widen Coleman Avenue to six lanes between Hedding Street and Autumn Street, a
distance of approximately 0.8 mile. This segment of Coleman Avenue is currently four lanes. North of
Hedding Street, Coleman Avenue has recently been widened to six lanes as part of the 1-880/Coleman
Avenue interchange Improvement Project. The project will widen partiatly reafign, and extend Autumn
Street between Celeman Avenue and Park Avenue, a distance of approximately 1.1 miles. Autumn
Street curreptly varies from two to three lanes and terminates north of Julian Street.
Lead Agency Contact
Name Michael Rhoades
Agency City of San Jose
Phone (408) 535-7821 Fax
email
Address 200 East Santa Clara Street
City San Jose State CA  Zip 95113-1905
Project Location
County Santa Clara
City San Jose
Region
Cross Streets  Autumn Street, Coleman Avenue, Park Avenue
Parcel No. Multipte
Township Range Section Base

Proximity to:

Highways
Airports
Rallways
Waterways
Schools
Land Use

880, 87, 280

NYM-SJ Intl.

UPRR

Los Gatos Creek, Guadalupe River

Public right-of-way; commercial, residential and light industrial uses. The project is located within the
existing public right-of-way and will include portions of adjacent commercial, residential and light
industrial parcels.

Project Issues

Reviewing
Agencies

Resources Agency; Department of Parks and Recreation; Department of Water Resources;
Department of Fish and Game, Region 3; Native American Heritage Commission; California Highway
Patrol; Caltrans, District 4; Department of Toxic Substances Control; Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Region 2

Date Received

04/05/2007 Start of Review 04/05/2007 End of Review 05/04/2007

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency.
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County of Santa Clz. O
Office of the County Clerk-Recorder

Business Division

County Government Center
70 West Hedding Street, E. Wing, 1% Floor
San Jose, California 95110 (408) 299-5665

ENVIRONMENTAL DECLARATION

For CLERK-RECORDER'S USE ONLY FOR CLERK- RECORDE Esﬁ

POSTED ON THROUGH 0}
IN THE OFFICE DF THE COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER APR 03 200
REGINA ALCQ NG

ClakeRerarist
REGINA
, DEPUTY . A ALCOMENTRAS,

1.

NAME OF LEAD AGENCY: City of San Jose
NAME OF APPLICANT: Planning Department, City of San Jose

Project File # Coleman Av/Autumn St Improvements (PP06-166)
CLASSIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:

CLERK-RECORDER FILE NO.

(X NOTICE OF PREPARATION : :
CA Dept. of Fish and Game Receipt #

2, (C)  NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
: $50.00 COUNTY CLERK FEE REQUIRED ’550\ €4 \ l
3. NOTICE OF DETERMINATION:
NEGATIVE DECLARATION PURSUANT TO PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE § 21080(C
(C)  $1850.00 REQUIRED ($1800.00 STATE FILING FEE AND $50.00 COUNTY CLERK FEE)
(Ch A COMPLETED FORM FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME DOCUMENTING THEIR
DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON FISH AND WILDLIFE, OR AN
OFFICIAL, DATED RECEIPT / PROOF OF PAYMENT SHOWING PREVIOUS PAYMENT OF THE FILING
FEE FOR THE SAME PROJECT IS ATTACHED:
$50.00 COUNTY CLERK FEE REQUIRED
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE § 21152
(C)  $2550.00 REQUIRED ($2500.00 STATE FILING FEE AND $50.00 COUNTY CLERK FEE)
(C)  ACOMPLETED FORM FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME DOCUMENTING THEIR ’
DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON FISH AND WILDLIFE, OR AN
OFFICIAL, DATED RECEIPT / PROOF OF PAYMENT SHOWING PREVIOUS PAYMENT OF THE FILING
FEE FOR THE SAME PROJECT IS ATTACHED:
$50.00 COUNTY CLERK FEE REQUIRED
4, Other:

NOTICE TO BE POSTED FOR 30 days .

THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND ATTACHED TO THE FRONT OF ALL ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS LISTED

ABOVE {INCLUDING COPIES) SUBMITTED FOR FILING.
CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER.

Board of Supervisors: Donald F. Gage, Blanca Alvarado, Pete McHugh, Ken Yeager, Liz Kniss
County Executive: Peter Kutras, Jr.

01-12-2007




NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR
COLEMAN AVENUE/AUTUMN STREET IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

FILE NUMBER: PP06-166

As the Lead Agency, the City of San José will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
above-referenced project and would like your views regarding the scope and content of the
environmental information to be addressed in the EIR. This EIR may be used by your agency when
considering approvals for this project.

The project description, location, and probable environmental effects are attached.

According to State law, the deadline for your response is 30 days after receipt of this notice;
however, we would appreciate an earlier response, if possible. Please identify a contact person and
send your response to:

City of San José
Attn: Michael Rhoades
Planning, Building, & Code Enforcement
Planning Services Division
200 East Santa Clara Street
San José, California 95113-1905
Phone (408) 535-7821
Fax (408) 292-6055
E-Mail: michael.rhoades(@sanjoseca.gov

Joseph Horwedel —
Director of Planning

Deputy

Date: ﬁy/f/ﬂ ?"
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
of an Environmental Impact Report
for the

COLEMAN AVENUE/AUTUMN STREET IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JOSE, CA

January 2007

A. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is to inform decision makers and the gencral
public of the environmental effects of a proposed project. The EIR process is intended to enable public
agencies to evaluate a proposed project, establish methods forreducing adverse environmental impacts,
and consider alternatives to a project prior to the appreval of a project.

B. PROJECT LOCATION

The proposed improvements will occur on portions of Coleman Avenue and Autumn Street, both of
which are located within the central portion of the City of San José. The project limits on Coleman
Avenue are Hedding Street on the north and Autumn Street on the south. The project limits on Autumn
Street are Coleman Avenue on the north and Park Avenue on the south. See Figures 1 - 3 on the
following pages. -

C. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

The proposed project consists of extensive improvements to Coleman Avenue and Autumn Street in San
José. The purpose of the improvements is to provide additional roadway capacity in the Coleman-
Autumn corridor, which is a major gateway to Downtown San José, in order to adequately accommodate
projected traffic demand. The proposed improvements are a key component of the Downtown San José
Strategy 2000, a long-term plan for development in the greater Downtown area that was approved by
the San José City Council in June 2005.

1. Coleman Avenue Improvements

The project will widen Coleman Avenue to six lanes between Hedding Street and Autumn Street, a
distance of approximately 0.8 mile. This segment of Coleman Avenue is currently four lanes. North
of Hedding Street, Coleman Avenue has recently been widened to six lanes as part of the I-8 80/Coleman
Avenue Interchange Improvement Project.

Coleman/Autumn Improvements 2 Notice of Preparation of an EIR
San José, California INTERNAL REVIEW VERSION January 3, 2007
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The widened roadway will include six thru lanes, a raised median, and bike lanes. It will also include
new curbs, gutters, sidewalks, street lighting, signage, and landscaping, as necessary, in accordance with
City standards and policies.

Almost all of the proposed widening will occur along the east side of Coleman Avenue. Widenin galong
the west side, ifany, would be miner in nature (e.g., realignment of existing curb and/or sidewalk) and
would be limited to the segment north of Taylor Street. South of Taylor Street, there would be no
widening on the west side.

The project will include modifications to Taylor and Hedding Streets at their intersections with Coleman
Avenue in order 10 conform to the widened roadway. With the project in place, the following
intersections along Coleman Avenue will be limited to right turns only: University Avenue, Emory
Street, Asbury Street, Seymour Street, Hobson Street, and Spring Street.

The proposed widening will require additional right-of-way. Most of the right-of-way is proposed to
be acquired from properties located along the east side of Coleman Avenue, but minor amounts may be
needed from west side parcels. At many locations, the additional right-of-way will necessitate the
purchase of the entire parcel, which in turn will entail the displacement of various businesses. Table 1
lists preliminary right-of-way requirements for the Coleman Avenue widening; these requlrements are
subject to change as the project design is developed and refined.

2. Autumn Street Improvements

The project will widen, partially realign, and extend Autumn Street between Coleman Avenue and Park
Avenue, a distance of approximately 1.1 miles. Autumn Street currently varies from two to three lanes
and terminates north of Julian Street.

Park Avenue to Santa Clara Street

Currently, Montgomery and Autumn Streets are one-way streets between Santa Clara Street on thenorth
and Park Avenue on the south. Together they function as a couplet, with southbound traffic using
Montgomery Street and northbound traffic using Autumn Street. The project proposes to convert this
coupletto four lanes of two-way traffic using the Autumn Street alignment. Between Santa Clara Street
and Park Avenue, Montgomery Street would become a minor two-way street with a cul-de-sac
constructed at the southerly end.

Between Park Avenue and Santa Clara Street, Autumn Street will be widened to four lanes, two lanes
‘in each direction. Most of the proposed widening will occur along the cast side of Autumn Street. With
two exceptions, widening along the west side would be minor in nature. The exceptions are located
south of San Fernando Street, where two buildings (115 S. Autumn Street and 150 S. Montgomery
Street) may be impacted.

Coleman/Autumn Improvements 9 Notice of Preparation of an EIR
San José, California INTERNAL REVIEW VERSION January 3, 2007



TABLE 1

PRELIMINARY COLEMAN AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS

Assessor’s Property Right-of-Way Impact of
Parcel No. Address Required Acquisition
230-40-079 1909 Coleman Ave. narrow sirip along Hedding [realign curb and/or sidewalk

230-40-012

561 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

230-40-013

575 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

230-40-088

585 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

230-40-075

599 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-01-076

546 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-01-077

560 W. Hedding St.

narrow sirip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-01-075

574 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-01-079

590 W. Hedding St.

narrow strip along Hedding

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-02-091

890 Coleman Ave.

entire parcel

removal of 1 business:
Valero service station

259-02-039

495 Emory St.

entire parcel

removal of 1 business:
Master Metal Products

259-08-079

780 Coleman Ave.

entire parcel

removal of 1 business:
The Lugpage Center

259-08-073

748 Coleman Ave.

entire parcel

removal of 1 business:
Sign San José

259-08-076

718 Ceoleman Ave,

entire parcel

vacant

259-08-080

702 Coleman Ave.

entire parcel

remova} of 1 business:
Al Auto Detailing

259-09-032

765 Coleman Ave.

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-09-011

505 Asbury St.

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-09-034

735 Coleman Ave.

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-09-040

715 Coleman Ave,

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-09-035

709-711 Coleman Ave.

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

259-09-036

501 W. Taylor St.

narrow strip along Coleman

realign curb and/or sidewalk

Coleman/A utumn Impro vements

San José, California
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TABLE 1 (continued)
Assessor’s Property Right-of-Way Impact of
Parcel No. Address Required Acquisitien
259-11-020 1498 W. Taylor St. entire parcel vacant
259-11-016 {476 W. Taylor St. narrow strip along Taylor  |realign curb and/or sidewalk
259-11-023 1472 W, Taylor St. narrow strip along Taylor  [realign curb and/er sidewalk
259-11-024 1460 W, Taylor St. narrow strip along Taylor  |realign curb andfor sidewalk
259-11-013 {670 Coleman Ave. entire parcel vacant except for billboard
259-11-012 |670 Coleman Ave. entire parcel removal of 2 businesses: G.A.B.
Construction & BRG Supply
259-11-022 1660 Coleman Ave. entire parcel removal of 6 automotive repair
businesses
259-11-017 |610 Coleman Ave, entire parcel removal of 1 business:
Playa Azul Restaurant
259-13-087 |590 Coleman Ave. entire parcel removal of 5 automotive repair
businesses
259-13-089 |560 Coleman Ave. entire parcel removal of | business:
Bay Hydraulics
259-13-088 {550 Coleman Ave. entire parce! removal of 1 business:
’ Bayland Battery
259-13-057 |500 Coleman Ave. entire parcel removal of 1 business:
Bevan's Electric
[nformation in this table is preliminary and is subject to revision.

The widened Autumn Street will include a raised median. It will also include new curbs, gutters,
sidewalks, street lighting, signage, and landscaping, as necessary, in accordance with City standards and
policies.

Most of the right-of-way is ;‘fdposed to be acquired from properties located along the cast side of )
Autumn Street, but some right-of-way will be needed from west side parcels. At many locations, the
additional right-of-way will necessitate the purchase of the entire parcel, which in turn will entail the
displacement of various businesses. Table 2 lists prefiminary right-of-way requirements for the Autumn
Street widening; these requirements are subject to change as the project design is developed and refined.
Note from Table 2 that some of the parcels that would be affected by the Autumn Street widening would
also be affected by the planned BART Extension to San José/Santa Clara Project or the proposed
Baseball Stadium Project.

Coleman/Autumn Improvements 11
San José, California
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TABL

E 2

PRELIMINARY AUTUMN STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS

Assessor’s Property Right-of-Way Impact of
Parcel No. Address Required Acquisition
259-25-049 |n/a (Santa Clara Valley Water Dist.) |=1,200 ft’ (=75'x 16")  |vacent

259-25-050 |n/a <14,200 fi2 (=75 x 189") [loss of surface parking
259-25-051 |410 Howard Street =9,000 ft* (=40' x 225"} |loss of surface parking

259-25-052

n/a (Santa Clara Valley Water Dist.)

=4,100 f* (= 11" x 370"

vacant

259-25-043

442 Howard Strect

=5,400 ft* (=25'x 216"

loss of surface parking

259-25-002

435 W. Julian Street

entire parcel

vacant

259-25-003

445 W. Julian Street

entire parcel

removal of 2 businesses:
Delta T HVAC Service
& Four Wheel Parts

259-29-092

n/a (Santa Clara Valley Water Dist.)

1,100 ft*

vacant

259-29-067

430 W. Julian Street

entire parcel

industrial building
(occupancy unknown)

259-29-094

440 W. Julian Street

=4 500 fi*

landscaping/parking loss

259-29-081

465 Autumn Court

entire parcel

removal of 1 single-
family residence

259-26-041

1456 Autumn Court

=1,500 fi?

loss of % of rear yard

259-29-042

446 Autumn Court

entire parcel

removal of 1 single-
family residence

259-29-043

436 Autumn Court

entire parcel

removal of ] single-
family residence

259-29-044

420 Autumn Court

¢ntire parcel

removal of | single-
family residence

259-29-102 |150 N. Autumn Street entire parcel removal of 1 business:
: Milligan News
259-29-032 |447 W. St. John Street entire parcel removal of I business:

Valaya Racing

Autumn

259-29-033 {130 N. Autumn Street entire parcel part of Milligan News
(see APN 259-29-102)
259-38-132 [450 W. Santa Clara Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or

sidewalk

Coleman/Autumn Improvements 12
San José, California

Notice of Preparation of an EIR
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TABLE 2 (continued)
Assessor’s Property Right-of-Way Impact of
Parcel No. Address Required Acquisition
259-38-121 {20 8. Autumn Street entire parcel (also removal of 1 business:

impacted by BART)

impacted by BART) Borch's Iron Works
259-38-124 n/a entire parcel {(also removal of surface
impacted by BART) parking
259-38-123 |24. S, Autumn Street entire parcel (also removal of 1 business:

Wine & Roses Limo

259-38-122

34 S. Autumn Street

entire parcel (also
impacted by BART)

removal of surface
parking

259-38-119

52 8. Autumn Street

entire parcel

removal of 1 business:
Arena Auto Body

259-38-117 |56 S. Autumn Street entire parcel removal of | business:
Cambrian Appliance
259-38-116 |n/a entire parcel vacant
259-38-135 |n/a (Valley Transportation Auvth.)  [minor take
259-38-134 |n/a (Valley Transportation Auth.)  iminor take
part of LRT right-of-
259-38-114 |n/a (Valley Transportation Auth.)  !minor take way; will not affect LRT
cperations
259-38-139 |n/a (Valley Transportation Auth.) minor take P
259-38-014 |n/a (Valley Transportation Auth.})  |minor take

259-38-113

74 S. Autumn Street

entire parcel

removal of | business:
Diamond Auto Detail

259-38-101

80 S. Autumn Street

entire parcel

removal of 1 business;
Ed’s Scientific Auto
Body & Detail

impacted by Ballpark)

259-38-100 |n/a entire parcel ol ofeores
parking
253-48:074 [n/a R entire parcel {also removal of surface
impacted by Baltpark) |perking
259-48-071 [150 S. Autumn Street entire parcel (also removal of 1-story office
impacted by Ballpark) |building
259-48-060 [170 S. Autumn Street entire parcel (also removal of I business:

Carquest Auto Parts

Coleman/A utumn Impro vements
San José, California
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TABLE 2 (continued)

Assessor’s Property Right-of-Way Impact of

Parcel No. Address Required Acquisition

259-48-057 {595 Park Avenue entire parcel (also removal of 3-story office
impacted by Ballpark) building

259-38-009 |35 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn {also sidewalk
impacted by BART)

259-38-010 |55 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn (also sidewalk
impacted by BART)

259-38-011 [57 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn (also sidewalk
impacied by BART)

259-38-141 |59 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn sidewalk

259-38-015 {75 8. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn sidewalk

259-38-087 {87 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn sidewalk

259-38-088 [91 S. Autumn Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn sidewalk

259-38-018 |93 S. Autumn Street narrow sirip along realign curb and/or
Autumn sidewalk

259-48-011 |115 S. Autumn Street entire parcel (also
impacted by Ballpark) | . o1 of Amtrak

259-48-013 |510 W. San Fernando Street entire parcel (also offices
impacted by Ballpark)

259-48-052 {140 S. Montgomery Street narrow strip along realign curb and/or
Autumn (also impacted [sidewalk
by Ballpark)

259-48-053 1150 S. Montgomery Street entire parcel {also removal of | business:
impacted by Ballpark) Pacific Blue Traders

Information in this table is preliminary and is subject to revision.

Coleman/Autumn Improvements
San José, California
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Santa Clara Street to Saint John Street

This segment of Autumn Street will be widened to allow for up to four lanes of traffic during peak events
(e.g., sporting events or concerts at the adjacent HP Pavilion). The roadway will, however, be striped
forone lane of traffic in each direction during normal operations and on-street parking will be permitted.
During peak events, on-street parking would be prohibited so as to provide for four lanes of traffic.

The proposed improvements along this segment of Autumn Street would not require any additional right-
of-way.

Saint John Street to Coleman Avenue

Beginning at Saint John Street and extending northward, Autumn Street will be realigned to the east of
its currentalignment. The new alignment will parallel the Guadalupe River and will connect to Coleman
Avenue. [Note: The northernmost 700+ feet of what will be the realigned Autumn Street, which is the
piece that extends from Coleman Avenue to the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) track, was recently
constructed as part of the adjacent development,]

The new Autumn Street will be constructed to allow for up to four lanes of traffic during peak events
(e.g., sporting events or concerts at the adjacent HP Pavilion). The roadway will, however, be striped
forone lane oftraffic in each direction during normal operations and on-street parking will be permitted.
During peak events, on-street parking would be prohibited so as to provide for four lanes of traffic.

The new Autumn Street will include a raised median, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, street lighting, signage,
and landscaping. There will be an at-grade crossing of the UPRR track, which will be protected with
warning lights, bells, and gates. The intersection of new Autumn Street and Julian Street will be
signalized.

The project will include the construction of a cul-de-sac on existing Autumn Street just north of Saint
John Street. The length of Autumn Court, an e¢xisting residential cul-de-sac that extends between
Autumn Street and the Guadalupe River, will be shortened.

The proposed realignment will require substantial right-of-way. At many locations, the right-of-way will
necessitate the purchase of the entire parcel, which in turn will entail the displacement of various
businesses and residences. Table 2 lists prefiminary right-of-way requirements for the Autumn Street
realignment; these requirements are subject to change as the project design is developed and refined.

Coleman/A utumn Improvements 15 Notice of Preparation of an EIR
San José, California INTERNAL REVIEW YERSION January 3, 2007




D. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS TO BE ANALYZED

The proposed project was evaluated in the San José Downtown Strategy 2000 Project Program EIR (the
“Program EIR™). The Program EIR was certified by the City in 2005. At the time the Program EIR was
prepared, the scope of the Autumn/Coleman improvements was known onlyata conceptual level. The
City has now developed more detailed plans for the project.

Given the magnitude of the proposed project, including the fact that it will require the acquisition of
numerous properties (see Tables 1 and 2), the City has decided to prepare an EIR to describe the
environmental effects at a “project” level. Consistent with §15168(c)(1) of the CEQA Guidelines, the
EIR will tier off of the 2005 Program EIR and. will focus on effects that were not examined in the
Program EIR, Specific impact categories to be addressed in the EIR will include, but willnot be limited
to, the following:

1 Traffic Circulation: The project will affect traffic patterns in the area. These changes will be
summarized based upon the traffic analysis contained in the Program EIR.

2. Archaeological Resources: The project is located in an archaeologically-sensilive area.
Potential impacts to archaeological resources will be described. Mitigation measures will also
be discussed in the EIR,

3. Historical Resources: The project will directly impact more than 30 buildings. Each building

will be evaluated as to its potential historic significance. For any building determined o be an
historic resource, the EIR will describe mitigation and avoidance measures.

4, Noise: The roadway improvements will result in an increase in traffic volumes on Coleman
Avenue and Autumn Street. In addition, traffic will be moved closer to adjacent receptors.
Increases in noise due to these changes will be quantified, with focus on locations where such
increases may affect sensitive receptors (e.g., residences).

5. Biological Résources: Although the project is located in an urbanized area, the proposed
improvements will result in the removal of trees. This impact will be quantified in the EIR,
including a discussion of the species, size, and health of the trees. Mitigation measures will also
be described.

6. Hazardous Materials: The EIR will describe existing conditions along the project alignment
and assess the potential for exposure to hazardous materials. The discussion will focus on past
and present land uses, as pertains to the use and/or storage of hazardous substances.

7. Land Use: The compatibility of the project wilt adopted land use plans and policies will be
described in the EIR. Such plans and policies include the San Jos¢ Downtown Strategy 2000
Plan, the Riparian Corridor Policy Study, the Guadalupe Gardens Master Plan, and the
Diridon/Arena Strategic Development Plan.

8. Hydrology/Water Quality: Impacts of the project on flooding will be described. The short-
and long-term effects on water quality will also be described.
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