CITY OF

SAN JOSE Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY HARRY FREITAS, DIRECTOR

ERRATA to ithe
San José/Santa Clara Regional Wastewater Facility
Digestexr and Thickener Facilities Upgrade Project
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MIND)

FILE N{). . PP153-035
LOCATION OF PROPERTY 700 Loz Esteros Road
APPLICANT City of San Jose, Environmental Services
Departiment
ADDRESS 200 East Santa Clara Street, 10" Floor
San Jose, CA 95113
PURPOSE

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Section 15073.5, requoires that a
lead agency recirculate a negative declaration “when the document must be substantially
revised.”™ A “substantial revision™ includes: (1} identification of a new, avoldable significant
effect vequiring mitigation measures or project revisions, and/or (2) determination that proposed
mitigation measures or project revisions will not reduce potential effects to less than significance
and new measures and revigions must be required,

State CEQA Guidelines additionally specify situations in which recirenlation of a negative
declaration is noi reguired. This includes, but is not limited to, situations in which “new
information is added to the megative declaration which merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes
insignificant modifications o the nepative declaration.” As noted below, revisions to the
proposed project would not change the extent of the project analyzed in the IS/MIND. Changes
to the negative declaration would, therefore, mierely clarily the project being analyzed, and
modifivations would be insignificant, Recirculation of the negative declaration is, therefore, not
required in accordance with Section 15073.5(c)(4). '




Proposed Project Modifications and Analysis

There are two changes in the MND which are discussed below. One is a slight alignment shift of
a segment of the new exterior gas and process pipe rack that has been made by the
Environmental Services Division and the design consultant. The other change is deletion of
recommended cultural resource monitoring during excavations required for seismic retrofitting
of digesters 5-8.

The shift in the pipe rack alignment is illustrated on the attached Figure 1-2 of the MND. As
shown on the figure, the exterior pipe rack alignment was modified slightly in the vicinity of the
secondary blower building (SBB). Rather than the pipe rack wrapping independently around the
exterior of the SSB, the pipe rack was brought to the SBB and the SBB structure was used to
route piping from the west side of the SBB to the east side of the SBB. This was a cost saving
measure that achieves the same overall functionality with less disruption to the exterior areas of
the site around the SBB. Because of the alignment shift, two sapling ornamental trees will not
need to be removed. All other conclusions of the MND remain unchanged.

The second change in the MND relates to cultural resource monitoring during excavations
required for seismic retrofitting of digesters 5-8. In the MND, it was assumed that the required
excavations would be 8 feet around the digesters and to a depth of 10 feet, thus potentially
encountering native soils which could contain cultural resources. However, it has been clarified
that excavations around existing digesters will extend only to the depth of the existing structure
and will be shored to limit the horizontal extent of the excavations around each existing digester.
Limiting the extent of the excavation is necessary to limit interferences with other adjacent
buried utilities. Accordingly, the excavation around the existing digesters will only entail soil
volumes that were already disturbed during digester excavations is not necessary. A letter from
Archeo-Tee Consulting Archaeologists, who prepared the Phase 1 Cultural Resources Evaluation
for the Project, supports this conclusion and is included as Attachment A. Attachment B
contains the revised Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan.

Conclusion

As discussed above, the proposed pipe rack alignment shift and reduced cultural resource
monitoring for the Project would not result in any significant environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. These changes are
incorporated as part of the IS/MND.

The information presented in this document serves to clarify or amplify conclusions in the MND.
This new information is not significant and recirculation is not required. In conformance with
Section 15074 of the CEQA Guidelines, the MND, technical appendices and reports, together




with the Errata and the information contained in this document are intended to serve as
documents that will inferm the decision-makers and the public of environmental effects of this
project.

Harry Freitas, Director
Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

Date: 'm / i / Q/Q’)E; yy @;j/,hw{:/ / 2/ /

Deputy
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ATTACHMENT A

LETTER FROM ARCHEO-TEC



ARCHEO-TEC
CONSULTING ARCHAEOLOGISTS

Mr. Paul Scheidegger
201 N. Civic Drive, Suite 115
Walnut Creel, CA 94596

October 6, 2015

Subject: Addendum to the Phase I Cultural Resources Evaluation for the Digester
and Thickener Facilities Upgrade Project, San Jose, Santa Clara County,
California

Dear Mr. Scheidegger:

Pursuant to your request, my associates and I at Archeo-Tec have prepared this brief addendum
to our June 2015 Phase I Cultural Resources Evaluation for the Digester and Thickener Facilities
Upgrade Project, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. This addendum reflects updated
information regarding previous disturbance in the area of proposed replacement digester cover
foundations. '

Due to the nearby presence of prehistoric archacological sites, the report recommends that
excavation in previously undisturbed areas be monitored by an archaeclogist. The updated
information you have recently provided clearly states that observable excavation for proposed
structural reinforcement around Digesters 5-8 will be limited to previously excavated areas. No
native soil is thus slated to be disturbed in this area. This addendum confirms that monitoring in
this area will not be necessary. ‘

At this point, however, it is necessary to reiterate the accidental discovery clause outlined in the
Phase I Cultural Resources Evaluation: if archaeological materials, even a re-deposited,
previously disturbed site, be accidentally discovered during construction excavation in which no
archaeological monitor is present, work in the immediate vicinity of the find shall halt until a
qualified archaeologist can assess the find.

In closing, I hope the information contained in this report is of use to you and your associates, If
1 can provide any additional information with respect to this brief addendum to this project,
please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely yours,
Ly /74
by & /gmm

Allen G. Pastron, Ph.D.
President, Archeo-Tec Inc,

5283 Broadway, Oakland, California 94618 + (510) 601-6185 » Fax (510) 858-7248 + archeo-tec@archeo-tec.com



ATTACHMENT B

REVISED MITIGATION MONITORING
AND REPORTING PLAN
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