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OURNEY INTO ALUM ROCK PARK
Return of the Steelbead Trout

T[m«-in.s :hmlg}i Alam Rock Park o j-m:u. with {:n:,-nrc Creek, l:mw:'
Penitencia Creek is an essennial warerway and an important habicar for the
threatened steelhead crowe (Oucarkynches mykis).

Sreelhezd rmm:_imlme:l'jnm L.'pper]’erl.il:.:'m'i:{:mlz beween winrer and spriﬂsmmzr:'
and spawn after spending two o three years in the open ocean. The silvery speckled
females Prepare nests on the creek’s clean gnw! borromy., Seeelbead Spawn in Fast Il-mvins
sereams that are well cxygenared, relarively silc Free and shaded by mrees. With ideal conditions,
the oREs hagch i abour 2 monch. Efforts are hﬂ'ug made o increase the steelhead prour
populations along Upper Penitencia Creck by remvoving man-made barriers, maincaining and
:nl'l.tndn_g the rree canopy and rtdufing sedimentarion and erosion in the WATEFWAY The rrail’s
unique boardwalk preserves the sycanvore mees with their large and cooling canopies, which shade
the warer for the steelhead.
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Rustic Retreat to Grand Resort = ="
in 1872, Alum Rock Park was California’s firse city park. The Native Americans had

. utnulll!enﬂkrunninxdﬂwnﬂuﬂnrm;h}mharphu of rabbits. In che 1890s, 2
steam-powered, narrow -gange train transported visitors inco the park with its dance pavilion,
restaurant, outdoor plunge, baching groctos and more than two dezen mineral hot springs.
Around the tum of the century, an electric crain and chen 2 standard-gange locomocive
replaced the small steam engine as the park’s character changed from rustic retreat to a
large-scale grand resort with an added exoric zoo, aviary and indoor swimming pool.

The Grear Depresston and the growing popularity of the antomobile doomed the resorts
crain. People. however, kept flooding inte the park. A record was set on Easter in 1935 when
4400 cars were counted entering the grounds. The park draws visitors co its abundang
natural beaucy roday,




