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!|1|!' mid-19%ch cenrury, lind surveyors hiking beside Upper Penitencia
f‘reel; described an abundance qurﬂ.l' Sycamore Crees and nphn.ss. The
creek supported a green, lush and mixed riparizn corridor with mulciple
res spﬁ.'.iu. His!'n: hisrorical survey maps showed that wscl:al:inm incheded
madrone, live oaks, maples and willows. OFf the documented trees, mose
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Tnd::r.. the Western spcamore (Platanus racenrosa) is still one of che l:rﬁuq:
and easily recognized erees alongside the creek, with ws peeling whize bark.
This area is one nﬁl\: last !‘ﬂ'lll.l-.lﬁns nldrpwth Western SYCAmOre groves
in the South Bag A few of the trees with trunk diameters of more than 35
inches dage back to California’s Gold Rush.
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In the urban landscape of d'n- Silicon V.!"Er. st rrees thar look like L
Western SYCAMOFEs are -lDI.'I.II"'r London Fln.n.: trees | Platanus x u':al_f;ﬂ i),
not narive to California. Generically altered by humans to grow smaller than
the Wesrern SYCAMAOTes and moe o lose branches, London PI“"‘" trees have
come (o reprosduce by pollinaning with nanve Western sycamores, creating a
new h'rl:!riJ P-npuhl:inn. This q.mﬁ'ﬂun:mh' decreases the chance for more
narive Western sycamore trees to dominare our local watersheds as they o
hawe for centuries.

Forunately by Penitencia Creek, mative Western spcamores still provide a E
braad canopy of wide leaves, shading and cooling waters for the sceelhead
ot that spawn in the creck. Able o sprout almost l,i.'l‘.' feet in 25 years, the
Western sycamore drops many limbs Euwﬂ:gmek;]:mﬁding habitat for
=|:||.1=|:ir creatures. The voads in the hunkqpﬂ\ homes For racooons and
opossums, while songbirds and raptors nest in the sycamores remaining
rD]E:.Eg and feed on its d:.nﬂl‘ng:nﬂbﬂﬂ:.
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Thl“‘hﬂlmmmmh wqtﬂnlinﬂniMinl the creck-side envirenment that
md.i‘nmﬂqmw;huudﬂp the trail with elevated boardwalk segments
along these special trees. Digging was kept to a minimum so as to not impact root
systems and to spare five of the oldest sycamores. The slevated walkways allow the

soil underneath the air and water nesded to remain healthy, The boardwalks span the
mest sensitive areas of this historic grove of Western sycamores.




