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Introduction 
 
Manuel Quintero of Merrill-Morris Partners contacted me on Thursday, February 
27, 2020. He sent an email about a project located at 200 N. Bascom Avenue in 
San Jose, California. An arborist report was required to evaluate the existing tree 
removal work and tree replacement requirements. The City of San Jose has 
requirements for trees in development projects. The city needs an arborist report 
with an application for tree removal. There are also San Jose requirements for 
planting trees as part of the development. 
 
Through my conversations with Mr. Quintero, we settled on a fee for my services. 
We also discussed the scope of work and a timeline for completion. I was able to 
visit the site on two dates – March 1st and March 13, 2020. I photographed the 
existing site and the relevant trees.  
 

Site Description 
 

200 N. Bascom sits on the southwest corner of N. Bascom Avenue and Forest 
Avenue. The northern boundary separates the subject property and a fast-food 
restaurant to the north. Trees that grow in the north property overhang the 200 N. 
Bascom property. Street trees are absent on the sidewalks along Forest Avenue and 
Bascom Avenue. Google photos show the existing commercial enterprise was 
busy. Cars parked entirely around the existing structure. This building is U-shaped 
with the gated open end facing out to Bascom Avenue.   
 
The only existing trees on the 200 N. Bascom property are in the courtyard 
bounded by the U-shape and the gate. Four trees were planted in the enclosure. 
Each tree has a square opening about a three-foot square. See the photo below. 
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Assignment 
 

Through my conversations with Manuel Quintero, we reached an agreement on 
the following deliverables: 
 

1. Provide an arborist report that assesses the four existing trees on the 200 N. 
Bascom property. The report includes species identification, diameter at 4.5 feet 
above grade, height, condition (health, structure, and form).  

2. Provide a narrative in the above arborist report summarizing the following: City 
of San Jose development requirements regarding trees and street trees, 
processes in removing trees. Assess the effect that existing neighborhood trees 
have on the subject property, and soil recommendations. 

3. Provide a City of San Jose Form #150, completed with a separate arborist report 
detailing the reasons for removal. Include in the submission – photographs of 
each tree, a tree description Table, and a Site Plan with corresponding tree 
numbers matched to the Tree Description Table. The application fee is not 
included. Provide the Permit Adjustment Application as a possible alternative. 
 

Limits of Assignment 
 

The arborist report is the initial step in satisfying San Jose requirements. Further 
work may be necessary to obtain the required permits and notices to proceed. 
This arborist report is for the use of Merrill-Morris partners 

 

Discussion 
 
The City of San Jose has several tree ordinances relating to tree removal, tree 
pruning, and tree planting (https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15395). 
The 200 N. Bascom Avenue project is a commercial development. Form #175 
(page 1) and Form #150 (page 2 – 4) spell out conditions for commercial property. 
“On these types of properties (i.e., commercial), a permit is required for the 
removal of trees of any size.” (Page 2) 
 
Form 150 goes on to say on page 2: If not an ordinance-size tree complete a 
“Permit Adjustment Applications.” San Jose has several definitions of types of 
trees. The four trees on 200 N. Bascom are not Heritage Trees; they are not 
unsuitable species of trees. However, these four trees are diseased. The definition 
of a San Jose ordinance tree is any tree 38 inches in circumference measured at 4.5 
feet above the ground.  
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Industry-standard uses diameter measured at 4.5 feet.  Since C = πD, D = C ÷ π, 
the diameter is equivalent to 12.1 inches. These four trees have diameters of 10.75 
inches or less. These trees are not Ordinance trees by San Jose standards. It follows 
that the property owner fills out the Permit Adjustable Application 
(https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15361).   
 
This arborist report should accompany the Permit Adjustable Application. This 
report will also include the standard Form 150 -- Tree Removal Permit Application 
Form (https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15395) and a filled out Form 
150 with site plan and tree legend.  
 
The San Jose permit application fee is very much in question (see 
www.sanjose.gov/PlanningFees). Prices for unsuitable or dead trees = $244 for one 
tree, $33 for each additional tree. For a live tree removal permit, the cost is $2,599. 
Even the adjustable application has a fee of $325* (over the counter review), $81* 
- per additional 1/4 hour, $899* for major adjustment $325* - per additional hour-- 
*includes Citywide Planning fee.  
 
Clarification on which form to use and what the fee would be for applying is not 
possible at this time. The planning department hopes to resume telephone hours on 
Thursday, March 26, 2020.   

 

Observations 
 
There are several tree-related issues on the 200 N. Bascom Avenue property. To 
the north on the fast-food property, six trees overhang the subject property. These 
trees are London plane trees (Platanus X hispanica). The trees spread 18 feet into 
the North Bascom property. The property owners should agree on pruning these 
trees. Reduction pruning on overhanging branches can bring back branches a few 
feet from the fence-line. See the photo below. 
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Reducing the extent of overhanging branches is recommended. Three other trees are in 
the same location, closer to Bascom Avenue. 
 
The same situation applies to the two avocado trees on the eastern backside. 
However, avocado trees do not respond well to significant reduction pruning. At 
most, these trees invade the subject property 13 feet. A pruning program that 
prevents any further expansion is all that is necessary. 
 

 
 
Slight pruning is needed to keep the avocado trees in check. 
 
There are no existing street trees on N. Bascom Avenue or Forest Avenue. The 
reason may be due to the corner intersection as well as infrastructure conflicts. It is 
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up to the San Jose city arborist to decide on any locations for street trees. The 
location of new street trees will be determined at the street improvement stage.  
The city has designated trees for certain streets. This portion of North Bascom 
Avenue has Tipuana trees (Tipuana tipu). Forest Avenue has Japanese zelkova 
(Zelkova serrata ‘Schmidtlow’) as their designated street tree. 
 
As a general observation, asphalt and concrete cover most of this property. The 
lone exception is the small squares for the courtyard trees. With planting new trees 
and further landscaping, the soil requires aeration. Remove any toxic dirt and 
provide planting soil with high organic matter (5%). I recommend a soil analysis to 
address deficiencies. The annual addition of organic mulch is accepted practice.   
 
Only four trees exist on this property. These trees sit in the inner courtyard. See 
Table-1 for the tree analysis. 
 
Table – 1  Tree Description Table 
 
Tree Number  Remove Describe Reasons for 

Removal of Tree 
Circum-
ference 

Distance   
to trunk 

Wild-
life 

Flowering  
Pear   Pyrus 
calleryana 
‘Var’ 

Remove Not ordinance size trees, 
tree locations in new 
building footprint, trees are 
diseased with poor 
structure 

In 
inches 

In 
feet 

 

1. Flowering 
  pear 

Remove Fire blight, the stem okay, 
suckers, water sprouts, poor 
condition 

33.8 11 No 

2. Flowering 
pear 

Remove Fire blight, suckers, water 
sprouts, stem decay 

28.3 11.25 No 

3. Flowering 
pear 

Remove Fire blight, the stem okay, 
suckers, water sprouts, 
stem decay 

33 11.5 No 

4. Flowering 
pear 

Remove Fire blight, the stem okay, 
suckers, water sprouts, poor 
health 

32.2 11.5 No 
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Site Plan for Tree Locations 
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Tree #1 Flowering pear, note the fireblight damage on top. 
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Tree #2   Flowering pear, note the lean, poor condition, and fireblight 
damage. 
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Tree #3  Flowering pear, note the suckers and poor condition. 
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Tree #4   Flowering pear, note the suckers, poor condition, and fireblight. 
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The permit adjustment application is below. A better version can be 
downloaded at https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15361 
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The tree removal permit application is below. A better copy can be downloaded at 
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15395    
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Below is the filled-in version for Form-150 Tree Removal Permit 
Application Form. 
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions 

 

1. Any Legal description provided to the consultant/appraiser is assumed to be correct. 
Any titles and ownerships to any property are assumed to be good and marketable. No 
responsibility is assumed for matters legal in character. Any and all property is appraised 
or evaluated as though free and clear, under responsible ownership, and competent 
management. 
2. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been 
verified insofar as possible; however, the consultant/appraiser can neither guarantee nor 
be responsible for the accuracy of information provided by others. 
3. The consultant/appraiser shall not be required to give testimony or attend court because 
of this report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of 
an additional fee for such services as described in the fee schedule and contract of 
engagement. 
4. The loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.  
5. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply the right of publication or 
use for any purpose by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the 
prior, expressed written or verbal consent of the consultant/appraiser. 
6. Neither all nor any part of the contents of this report, nor copy thereof, shall be 
conveyed by anyone, including the client, to the public through advertising, public 
relations, news, sales or other media, without the prior expressed written or verbal 
consent of the consultant/appraiser particularly as to value conclusions, identity of the 
consultant/ appraiser, or any reference to any professional society or institute or to any 
initialed designation conferred upon the consultant/appraiser as stated in his 
qualifications. 
7. This report and values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant/ 
appraiser, and the consultant's/appraiser's fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of 
a specified value, a stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any 
finding to be reported. 
8. Sketches, diagrams, graphs, and photographs in this report, being intended as visual aids, 
are not necessarily to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural 
reports or surveys. 
9. Unless expressed otherwise: (1) information contained in this report covers only those 
items that were examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; 
and (2) the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items without 
dissection, excavation, probing or coring. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or 
implied, that problems and deficiencies of the plants or property in question may not arise 
in the future. 
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Certificate of Performance 

 
I, Tony Wayne Wolcott, certify that: 
 

 I have personally inspected the subject tree, and the area on the property 
referred to in this report and have stated my findings accurately. The extent of 
the evaluation or appraisal is stated in the attached report and the Terms of 
Assignment. 

 I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that 
is the subject of this report and have no personal interest or bias with respect 
to the parties involved. 

 The analysis, opinions, and conclusions stated herein are my own and are 
based on current scientific procedures and facts. 

 My analysis, opinions, and conclusions have been developed, and this report 
has been prepared to commonly accepted arboricultural practices. 

 No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated 
within the report. 

 My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined 
conclusion that favors the cause of the client or any other party or upon the 
results of the assessment, the attainment of stipulated results, or the 
occurrence of any subsequent events. 

 
I further certify that I am a member of good standing of the American Society of 
Consulting Arborists and the International Society of Arboriculture. I have been 
involved in the field of Arboriculture and the care and study of trees for over 33 
years. 
 
      Signed:    Tony Wayne Wolcott 
 
      Date:   March 23, 2020 
 
Thank 
 
Tony Wayne Wolcott 
ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist #685 
ISA – BCMA WE 3284B 
www.tonywaynewolcott.com 
510.274.7367 




