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  Permit Expiration and Extension(s) 
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California Fire Code, 2019 edition: 

 

 Section 105.2.3 - Time limitation of application.  An application for a permit for any proposed 
work or operation shall be deemed to have been abandoned 180 days after the date of filing, unless 
such application has been diligently prosecuted or a permit shall have been issued; except that the fire 
code official is authorized to grant one or more extensions of time for additional periods not 
exceeding 90 days each. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause 
demonstrated.                                                  

Section 105.3.1 – Expiration.  An operational permit shall remain in effect until reissued, 
renewed or revoked, or for such a period of time as specified in the permit. Construction permits shall 
automatically become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commenced within 180 
days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a 
period of 180 days after the time the work is commenced. Before such work recommences, a new 
permit shall be first obtained and the fee to recommence work, if any, shall be one-half the amount 
required for a new permit for such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the 
original construction documents for such work, and provided further that such suspension or 
abandonment has not exceeded one year. Permits are not transferable and any change in occupancy, 
operation, tenancy or ownership shall require that a new permit be issued. 

Section 105.3.2 - Extensions.  A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to 
apply for an extension of the time within which the permittee will commence work under that permit 
when work is unable to be commenced within the time required by this section for good and 
satisfactory reasons. The fire code official is authorized to grant, in writing, one or more extensions of 
the time period of a permit for periods of not more than 180 days each. Such extensions shall be 
requested by the permit holder in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated. 

Section 105.3.3 - Occupancy prohibited before approval. The building or structure shall not 
be occupied prior to the fire code official issuing a permit and conducting associated inspections 
indicating the applicable provisions of this code have been met. 
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