




Improve The Dream
• Improve The Dream is a youth-led organization that advocates for 

children of long-term visa holders, also known as Documented Dreamers, 
who are raised and educated in the United States without a clear path to 
citizenship.

• Since 2017, we have been advocating for change that permanently ends 
aging-out and provides a path to citizenship for every child who grows up 
in the United States, regardless of status.

• Network of over 2000 Documented Dreamers and families across the 
United States, working collectively to raise awareness for the more than 
200,000 Documented Dreamers in the United States and support one 
another in navigating the broken immigration system.





Documented Dreamers

• Children of long-term visa holders without clear path to 
citizenship

• Due to decades-long green card backlogs and some visas 
having no pathways to citizenship, children age out of 
their status at 21, often with no clear path to citizenship.

• Approximately 5,000 young people, often referred to as 
“Documented Dreamers,” age out of their status every 
year without protection.



Documented Dreamers Struggles

• Ineligible to work

• Don’t qualify for FAFSA, student loans, in-state tuition, and 
are considered “international students” at many colleges. 

• When we turn 21, we must either self-deport or switch to a 
student visa, get lucky enough to be sponsored by an 
employer, win the work visa lottery, and start the entire 
immigration process all over again







California 40,000

New York 26,000

Texas 18,000

Florida 14,000

Massachusetts 11,000

New Jersey 9,000

Illinois 9,000

Washington 9,000

Pennsylvania 7,000

Michigan 7,000

Soure: DHS, Improve The Dream



Improve The Dream Goals

• Permanently end “aging out” and ensure all children who grow up 
in the United States receive a path to citizenship

• Changes to Federal Immigration Laws

• Administrative Policies

• Changes to State Laws 

• Help Documented Dreamers navigate the system and make it 
easier to do so until permanent change is made



History on Immigration Efforts

• Federal
• DACA
• Dream Act
• Comprehensive Immigration Reform

• California
• AB 540







Immigration Reform in 2021

• Dream & Promise Act

• America’s Children Act

• Reconciliation Bill



Dream & Promise Act





America’s Children Act





Congressional Letter to 
Administration





Congressional Letter to Leadership







Improve The Dream



ImproveTheDream.org 
• If you are a Documented Dreamer, you can join our team 

and network of 800+ Documented Dreamers







Social Media

@ImproveTheDream

@ImproveTheDream

@ImproveTheDreamOrg





The Hidden Dream



Who are we?
The Hidden Dream was built to raise awareness

of the countless struggles faced by visa 

immigrants, share resources, and create a 

community to uplift Documented Dreamers

who have spent several years in this country 

without a pathway to citizenship.
As a team of six Hidden Dreamers, who have gone 
through the immigration struggle, we created this 
organization to help others in the same situation

Let’s talk more about who THD serves….



What are the issues faced by Documented 
Dreamers?

● No work permit

● Inability to apply to financial aid for education

● Very difficult to leave abusive households due to 

immigration

● Restricted from certain colleges and areas of study

● Difficult to obtain Driver’s licenses, IDs etc

● Do not qualify for instate tuition

● Not able to freely travel

● At a high risk of deportation at 21

200,000+

Documented 
Dreamers

Silicon Valley



How does this issue develop?

A work visa individual 

comes to the US

Some get 

sponsored 

for a green 

card 

Enter a LONG line 

for a green card

It can take 80+ years 

for an Indian origin 

person to get a GC

Child is kicked off application at 21! (Documented 

Dreamer) and is at high risk of deportation

Parents will 

continue to wait 

in line for GC

Spouse and child 

are on dependent 

visas and face strict 

restrictions



How does THD 
help?

A deep dive into our programming 
and resources



Our Resources

● Scholarships
○ Yearly THD Scholarship (7 this year!)
○ Immigrant Friendly Scholarship Guide

● Mental Health
○ Therapist Partnerships
○ Support Groups

● Survival Guide
● “Mock” Internships
● College mentors

● Workshop series
○ Aged out career panelists
○ How to finance your education
○ Is Canada an option?
○ How to talk about immigration with 

colleges?
○ How to switch to an F-1 visa and avoid 

deportation
● Job Referral Network



How you can help!

• Talk about this issue! 
• Engage in conversations to 

promote comprehensive 
immigration reform

• Call your representatives and 
ask them to protect ALL 
dreamers

• Donate to help support our 
programming

• https://secure.givelively.or
g/donate/hackplus/the-
hidden-dream

• Reach out to us to learn 
more about corporate 
matching of donations!

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/hackplus/the-hidden-dream


Ways to connect with us!

@_thehiddendream_
@_thehiddendream The Hidden Dream

Feel free to email me! 

sumana@thehiddendream.org


