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Improve The Dream

* Improve The Dream is a youth-led organization that advocates for
children of long-term visa holders, also known as Documented Dreamers,
who are raised and educated in the United States without a clear path to
citizenship.

Since 2017, we have been advocating for change that permanently ends
aging-out and provides a path to citizenship for every child who grows up
in the United States, regardless of status.

Network of over 2000 Documented Dreamers and families across the
United States, working collectively to raise awareness for the more than
200,000 Documented Dreamers in the United States and support one
another in navigating the broken immigration system.







Documented Dreamers

* Children of long-term visa holders without clear path to
citizenship

* Due to decades-long green card backlogs and some visas
having no pathways to citizenship, children age out of
their status at 21, often with no clear path to citizenship.

* Approximately 5,000 young people, often referred to as
“Documented Dreamers,” age out of their status every
ear without protection.




Documented Dreamers Struggles

* Ineligible to work

* Don't qualify for FAFSA, student loans, in-state tuition, and
are considered “international students” at many colleges.

* When we turn 21, we must either self-deport or switch to a
student visa, get lucky enough to be sponsored by an
employer, win the work visa lottery, and start the entire
immigration process all over again
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California 40,000

New York 26,000
Texas 18,000
Florida 14,000
Massachusetts 11,000
New Jersey 9,000
lllinois 9,000
Washington 9,000
Pennsylvania 7,000
Michigan 7,000

Soure: DHS, Improve The Dream



Improve The Dream Goals

Permanently end “aging out” and ensure all children who grow up
in the United States receive a path to citizenship

Changes to Federal Immigration Laws
Administrative Policies
Changes to State Laws

Help Documented Dreamers navigate the system and make it
easier to do so until permanent change is made




History on Immigration Efforts

* Federal
* DACA
* Dream Act
* Comprehensive Immigration Reform

* (California
° AB 540




Guidelines
You may request DACA if you:

1. Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012;

2. Came to the United States before reaching your 16th birthday;
3. Have continuously resided in the United States since June 15, 2007, up to the present time;

4. Were physically present in the United States on June 15,2012, and at the time of making your request for

consideration of deferred action with USCIS:
5. Had no lawful status on June 15,2012, meaning that:
o You never had a lawful immigration status on or before June 15,2012, or

o Any lawful immigration status or parole that you obtained prior to June 15, 2012, had expired as of June 15,
2012;




Assembly Bill No. 540

CHAPTER §14

68130.8. Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

(a) A student, other than a nonimmigrant alien within the meaning of paragraph (15) of subsection (a) of Section 1101 of Title 8 of the United States Code,

who meets all of the following requirements shall be exempt from paying nonresident tuition at the Cahmma State University and the California Community

Colleges:
(1) High school attendance in California for three or more years.
(2) Graduation from a California high school or attainment of the equivalent thereof

(3) Registration as an entering student at, or current enrollment at, an accredited institution of higher education in California not earlier than the fall semester
or quarter of the 2001-02 academic year.

(4) In the case of a person without lawful immigration status, the filing of an affidavit with the institution of higher education stating that the student has filed

an application to legalize his or her immigration status, or will file an application as soon as he or she is eligible to do so.

(b) A student exempt from nonresident tuition under this section may be reported by a community college district as a full-time equivalent student for

apportionment purposes.




Immigration Reform in 2021

* Dream & Promise Act
°* America’s Children Act

* Reconciliation Bill




Dream & Promise Act

migration and Nationahty Aet (5 U.s.C. 1254a), or
15 the son or daughter of an alien admitted as a non-
immigrant under subparagraphs (K)(1), (E)(n),
(H)(1)(b), or (L) of section 101(a)(15) of such Aet

(8 U.S.Co1101(a)(15)) if—
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America’s Children Act
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A BILL
A BILL To amend the Tmmigration and Nationality Aet to anthorize

2 Tawful permanent resident status for eertain college grad-
amend the Immigration and Nationality Aet to authorize

¥ wates who entersd the United States as children, and
lawful permanent resident statos for certain college grad-

for other purposes.
uates who enterad the United States as children, and

for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of Amervica in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Aet may be eited as the “America’s Cultivation

of Hope and Inclusion for Long-term Dependents Raised

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Unifed States of Americn in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This At may be cited as the “America’s Children
Aet” or the “Protecting Childeen of Long-term Visa Hold-

ers Aot of 20217

6 and Educated Natively Act of 20217 or the “America’s

7 CHILDREN Act of 20217,




Cultivation or
Hope ana e
]

AMERICA'S Inclusion for
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Provides a path to permanent residency for children who:
« were brought to the U.S. as child dependents of long-term visa holders
« maintained legal status in the U.S. for 10 years
« graduated from an American university

Protects children from aging-out by locking in a child’'s age on
the date on which a parent filed for a green card rather than the
final action date.

Provides work authorization for children of long-term visa
holders whose green card applications are backlogged, if they
are at least 16 years old.

Allows children who have aged out to reta ginal priority
date for future petitions.

WHY ‘S TH‘ mmigrant

R d still not
e not aware tha
M\%s:omg“rzr\ifz;sl:rthe United :‘t; :
g e \ here. As
L b Bae m\:\‘ed all of their educa:‘lﬁgren e R e
s 3528 e el I ould cost the
raduates and essen : pe'manemly 4

g 5 S., and forcing 5 .

benefits to ;‘;% uBlonn in net fisca ere as long t:rm__H =
U.S. over e and allows children that they ar - F
fixes this issve anE R oo gnized as I~

dependen =

AMERICASCHILDRENAcT.CcOM




ongressional Letter to
dministration

Congress of the Hnited States
Washington, DE 20515

June 25,2021
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas

ent of Homeland Secunty
\\m Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Secretary Mayorkas.

Thank you for your comuniti =% E fying Deferred Action for Childhood
Amivals (DACA) and the recent announceinent of yous mntention to engage i1 ce and
comument ndemaking on DACA ou embark on these and othey efforts to restore faith in ow
imaigration system, we urge you to consider adimsnustrative actions to provide protections for
young people who have grown up in the Unted States as dependents of nommamgrant visa
holders.

Like Dreamers, many of these individuals—often referred to as “Documented Dreamers™—were
raised in this country, corpleted their education in the Amencan school system, and graduated
with degrees from Amencan nstitutions of lugher education. As STEM graduates, lugh-
performing students, and al worl hey contribute significantly to our nation. How

due 1o the decades-long backlogs in the mmugrant visa system, many of these individuals will
tum 21, and “age out” of ehgibility for their temporary visa status and for pennanent resident
status before they can complete the process. Others, such as the dependents of E-1 and E-2
nonimmagrants, lave no path to permanent residence. When these individuals fum 21, if they are
unable to clange 10 a temporary status independent of their parent, they must make the witenable
chotee of remairung here with their fanmlies without status of country of bisth
alone. As sucly, to presstve famaly wuty. we urge you to take action to protect and provide relief
to Documented Dreamers, and specifically consider the following

1. Update DACA criteria to include individuals who had lawful status on June 15,
2012, Under curre: o5, DACA applicants must have been physically present in
the United 3 S and have had no lawful status on that da We wge
the Department of Homeland Secunty (DHS) to update the application criteniz to allow
indivaduals who had lawful status m the United States on June 15, 2012, but subsequently
lost such status. to qualify for DACA. This would be consistent with the original e 15,
2012 memorandum, ng Prosecutorial Discretion with pect to Individuals
Who Came to the Unated States as Chaldren,” which only requures one to be “pre:

R public’do'cAgendaViewRulcmbld: SRIN-161S:AC64
Chtizcnwhip and Immagraticn Sarvices. Deferred.Action | 1for C thood Arrivads Frequently Asked Questions.
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QUSLIS

37 on such date,* This change would allow a portion of the Documented
Dreamer population who fell or will fall out of status at age 21 to be eligible for
protection from removal

Direct l'.S4 Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) to use the date that an
individual can file an for of status as the basis for calculating
a dependent child’s age under the C hild Status Protection Act. Under the Child §
Protection Act (CSPA), the “CSPA age” of a dependent child is caleulated basad on 1
date on which an innigrant visa number becomes available ™ Under section 245(a)(3) of
the Inmagration and Nationality Act, an individual can file an application for adjustment
of status to lawlul permanent resident 1 “an nnamgrant visa is nnmediately ava

the time the appluaumm filed Each month, the Department of State publishes a
swnmary of visa availability for 1 omm;., month in the Visa Bulletin * n addition to 4
chart of “Final Action Dates,” a se “Dates for Filing” chart is published which
indicates .\l en HNI\IUAN Visa appil n» .nl' ln nnm d m a ble and \ulmm

requare .

mo! unn.l-’l.snl A\! year than thes

USCIS wll inform l]u publn ﬂm individuals may file their applications for adjustment
of status i accordance with the “Dates for Filing™ chart.

In November 2020, USCIS updated its Policy Manual to confinm that it uses the “Final
Action Dates” chart when calculating an applicant’s CSPA age, regardless of whether thy
individual filed the application in accordance with the “Dates for hhx\g chart. We ask
that USCIS revisit this polic 5 ) 2 “Dates for
F of this
culation. This will give more you k ity t 2l ability for

dpstment of status without ranming contrary to USCIS’s interpretation of w AVIsais
“av

ask that you consider these measures to protect young pzople who maintained status as
{ long-term visa holders. Thank you for your attention to this matt

Sincerely.

Rl i B

Deborah K. Ross Anu Bera, M.D
Member of Congress Member of Congress

! Memceand: Jmet Napolamo, Secretary of Homelaed Security, Exercising Prosecutoriad Discretion with
Respect 1o Indivickuals Who Came to the Uniled Siates ax Clildren (me 15, 2012
hatps/www dhs gov/xlibrary/aveets's|

A . 1SIMHNA)
+ Depastment of Statc. ¥isa Bulletin, bitps-/ravsl stats. govicontnttaveliaulegal/visa-w)
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Zot Lofgren Jwdy Chu Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Suzan DelBene Adam Smith Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal Derek Kilm Member of Congress Member of Congress
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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L 3 Bill Foster Alma S. Adams, PhD
Kim Sclner, M D. Henry C “Hank™ Jolmson, J1 Member of Congress Member of Congress
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Linda T. Sanchez Scott H. Peters
Karal't Kalele Jason Crow Member of Congress Member of Congress
Member of Congress Member of Congress

CC: Tracy Renaud, Acting Director. U.S. Citizenship and Immugration Servic
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Earl Bhunenauer Colin Allred
Member of Congress Member of Congress




Congressional Letter to Leadership

Congress of the United Stales documentation as well as youns people who have mamtained status as dependents—in any
Washington, DE 20515 upcoming reconciliation bl

Amgast 9, 2021 Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Simeeraly,
The Honorahle Nancy Pelosi The Hnnm:lle Chuck Scbmmer
Speaker

U5 House of Feprasentatives IS, )
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washingron, D.C. 20310 - ( M
L i B

Diear Speaker Pelosi and Leader Schumer: Debaorah K. Ross A Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress

We write to request that any budgst reconciliation bill include a pathway to permanent residency
for young people who have zown up in the United States as dependents of long-term visa
holders. We ask that these individnals —odten referred to as “Documented Dreamers™— be
inchided in amy measures to estblish a pathwary to permanent statos for Dreamers

Like Dreamers, many of these young peopls were mised in this country, complated their
education in the Amenican school system, and saduated with degrees from American
institations of higher adueation. As STEM graduates. high-performing stadents, and exsential
workers, they contrbute siznificanty ta our nation.

However, once these ndividuals turm 21, they are no longer eligible for temporary visa stams as
dependents of their parents. Additionally, due to the decades-long backlogs in the immigrant visa
system, many of them will “age out™ of eligibility for permanent resident status, even though
their parents’ applications remain pending. Others, such as the dependents of E-1 and E-2
nonimmizrant:, have no path to pemuansnt residence. After taming 21, Documented Dreamers
are forced to obtain their own nonimmisrant stams if they want to ren:a:.n in the United States.
However, these options are limited and only femporary i natare. If they are unable to obtain
their own nomimmigTant stafus, they must make the untenable choice of remaining here with
their families witheut statas or retming alone to their country of birth.

Diocumented Drsamears are also ot eligible for protection from remaval under Deferred Action
for Childhood Amivals (DACA™) becanse DACA only applies to mdividuals who wers in the
United States without lawful siatus on June 15, 20012 In short, Documented Dreamers are at a
disadvantage solely because their parents browght them into the United States in lawiul stafus

Although past legislation to provide a pathway to citizenship for Dr=amers has exchaded
Documented Dreamers, this vear, HE. 6, the dmerican Dream and Promise dct, mchuded this
deserving group of mdividuals.

There is stronz hipartizan suppart for providing relisf to Docomented Dreamers, and we ak that
vou consider mchuding all Dreamars—both thoss who came o this country witheut

United Staiss Cifosnship and Inmigration Services, Covesiderarion for Dirredd Action for Childhood drrival
(DACA), b i, gon i dldbood-arivals-d

Joe Nezuze
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sinchez
Member of Congress

Juliz Brownley
Member of Congress

Carolyn Bowrdeaus
Member of Congress

Nikema Willams
Member of Congress

Derek Eilmer
Member of Congress

Fo Ehanna
Member of Congress

Grace Mengz
Member of Congress

Rubexn Gallego
Member of Congress

Suzan DelBene
Member of Congress

Jared Huffiman
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman E4D
Meamber of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Syhna B Garcia
Member of Congress

Eathy Manning
Member of Conzress

Suzanne Boname:
Member of Congress

Alma 5. Adams, FhD
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Drwight Evans
Member of Conzress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress










Improve The Dream

Improve The Dream

e National & State Networks

e Advocacy & Support

® Guidance in navigating system
e Monthly regional calls




ImproveTheDream.org

* If you are a Documented Dreamer, you can join our team
and network of 800+ Documented Dreamers

Improve The Dream

e National & State Networks

e Advocacy & Support

® Guidance in navigating system
e Monthly regional calls




7> U.S. Citizenship
). and Immigration
e  Services

Applicants for Change of Status to F-1 Student
No Longer Need to Submit Subsequent
Applications to ‘Bridge the Gap’

Release Date : 07/20/2021

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services today announced new policy guidance that eliminates the need for

individuals who have applied for a change of status (COS) to F-1 student to apply to change or extend their
nonimmigrant status while their initial F-1 COS application is pending.

Under the previous policy, applicants needed to maintain status up to 30 days before the program start date listed
on their Form I-20, Certificate for Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status, which required them to file
extensions, or an initial COS and subsequent extensions ensuring that they would not have a “gap” in status.

To prevent a “gap” in status, USCIS will grant the change of status to F-1 effective the day we approve an
applicant’s Form I1-539, Application to Extend/Change Nonimmigrant Status. If we approve an application more
than 30 days before the student’s program start date, the student must ensure they do not violate their F-1 status
during that time. An example of a violation would be engaging in employment, including on-campus employment,
more than 30 days before the program start date as listed on their Form I-20.




Meet Documented Dreamers

AR [ P

: h“ >
o o P B
» - ﬂb ’ 1
t ‘- - - ’,: . |
2 Q) > 4 -1
- y A 1 : - 5
| ol o
) N w \ (€ =¢ %
1 b Su B,
“Any casual observer watching me fve 1"”‘9"’5&&“.!!!'0093“3'
| my life wouldn't notice any differences turned a year okd;-my young and

between my fife and any other American ambitious parsntsmeved 1o Florida®

student’s’

Fac % Read More -

Sanjana
* All I'm looking for is security. All my
life, that seemed fike it was too much
to ask”




Social Media

@ @ImproveTheDream
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The Hidden Dream




Who are we?

As a team of six Hidden Dreamers, who have gone
through the immigration struggle, we created this
organization to help others in the same situation

The Hidden Dream was built to
of the countless struggles faced by visa
immigrants,

who have spent several years in this country
without a pathway to citizenship.

Let’s talk more about who THD serves....




What are the issues faced by Documented
Dreamers?

No work permit

Inability to apply to financial aid for education
Very difficult to leave abusive households due to
immigration

Restricted from certain colleges and areas of study
Difficult to obtain Driver’s licenses, IDs etc

Do not qualify for instate tuition

Not able to freely travel

At a high risk of deportation at 21

200,000+

Documented
Dreamers

&a

Silicon Valley




How does this issue develop?




How does THD
help?

A deep dive into our programming
and resources




Our Resources

e Scholarships
o Yearly THD Scholarship (7 this year!)
o Immigrant Friendly Scholarship Guide
e Mental Health
o  Therapist Partnerships
o  Support Groups
e Survival Guide
e “Mock” Internships
e College mentors

e Workshop series

O
O
O
O

o

Aged out career panelists

How to finance your education

Is Canada an option?

How to talk about immigration with
colleges?

How to switch to an F-1 visa and avoid
deportation

e Job Referral Network



How you can help!

T E\

« Talkabout thisissue!

* Engagein conversations to
promote comprehensive
immigration reform

* Callyourrepresentatives and
ask them to protect ALL
dreamers

o

Donate to help support our
programming
https://secure.givelively.or
g/donate/hackplus/the-
hidden-dream

Reach out to us to learn
more about corporate
matching of donations!



https://secure.givelively.org/donate/hackplus/the-hidden-dream

Ways to connect with us!

@_thehiddendream_ @_thehiddendream The Hidden Dream

Feel free to email me!
sumana@thehiddendream.org



