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That the citizens of the City of San José do hereby enact the following amendments to 
the City Charter: 
 

Section 1.  That Section 402 of the City Charter be amended to read as follows: 
 

SECTION 402.  Mayor and Council Member Term Limits. 
 
The regular term of office of each member of the Council shall be four (4) years.  The 
Mayor and Council members shall be subject to the following term limits:  
 

(a) MAYOR.  No person who has been elected to the office of Mayor for two (2) 
successive four-year terms shall be eligible to run for election to the office 
of Mayor, nor to serve as such, for any additional successive term; but the 
above shall not disqualify any person from running for election to the office 
of Mayor, nor from further service as Mayor, for any term or terms which are 
not successive; nor for any parts of terms which are not successive.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of the Charter, to transition the election 
of the office of Mayor to the same year as the presidential election beginning 
in 2024, the term for the office of Mayor beginning on January 1, 2023 shall 
be for two (2) years concluding on December 31, 2024.  However, the 
person holding the office of Mayor as the incumbent for this two-year term 
will be eligible to run for election to the office of Mayor and serve as such 
for two (2) additional successive four-year terms. 

 
(b) COUNCIL MEMBER.  No person who has been elected to the City Council 

as a Council member in any Council District in the City for two (2) 
successive four-year terms, after the effective date of this Section, shall be 
eligible to run for election as a member of the Council in any Council District, 
nor appointed to serve as a Council member for any additional successive 
term.  Any person appointed or elected to the City Council as a City Council 
member to fill an unexpired term of two years or less in length shall be 
eligible to serve two successive four-year terms upon the expiration of the 
unexpired term for which that person was appointed or elected.  Any person 
appointed or elected to the City Council as a City Council member to fill an 
unexpired term of more than two years in length shall only be eligible to 
serve one successive four-year term.  The above shall not disqualify any 
person from running for election to the Office of Mayor or for any term or 
terms which are not successive.  The effective date of this Section shall be 
January 1, 1991. 

 



Section 2.  That Section 500 of the City Charter be amended to read as follows: 
 
SECTION 500.  Mayor. 
 
There shall be a Mayor of the City of San José, elected at large, who shall be the eleventh 
member of the Council.  Except as otherwise provided elsewhere in the Charter, the 
Mayor shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast citywide at a Regular Municipal 
Election, for a term of four (4) years from and after the first day of January following the 
year of the election.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the Charter, to transition the 
election of the office of Mayor to the same year as the presidential election beginning in 
2024, the term for the office of Mayor beginning on January 1, 2023 shall be for two (2) 
years concluding on December 31, 2024.  However, the person holding the office of 
Mayor as the incumbent for this two-year term will be eligible to run for election to the 
office of Mayor and serve as such for two (2) additional successive four-year terms. 
 
The office of each member of the Council, including the office of the member who is 
Mayor, is a separate office to be separately filled.  Any incumbent member of the Council 
may run for the seat of Mayor, and the Mayor may run for the seat of Mayor or for any 
other seat on the Council for which the Mayor is otherwise eligible; however, no member 
of the Council shall hold more than one seat, and no person may be a candidate for more 
than one seat.  
 

Section 3.  That Section 1600 of the City Charter be amended to read as follows: 
 
SECTION 1600.  Municipal Elections. 
 
All municipal elections shall be held in accordance with the following:  
 

(a) REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.  A Regular Municipal Election is 
either a regularly scheduled Primary or Run-off Municipal Election.  Such 
elections shall be held every two years, with the election for Mayor and for 
the odd numbered Council Districts being every four (4) years beginning 
with 1994, and the election for the even numbered Council Districts being 
every four (4) years beginning in 1996.  Beginning in 2024, the election for 
Mayor and for the even numbered Council Districts will be held every four 
(4) years, and the election for the odd numbered Council Districts will be 
held every four (4) years beginning in 2026.  Each member’s term shall 
commence on the first day of January next following, and end on the last 
day of December in the fourth calendar year succeeding, the date of the 
member’s election, except the member elected to the office of Mayor whose 
term began January 1, 2023 as set forth in Section 402 of Article IV and 500 
of Article V.  A regularly scheduled Primary Election shall be held on the 
same date that the State of California holds its Direct Primary Election.  A 
Run-off Municipal Election shall be held on the same date the State of 
California holds its Statewide General Election.  

 



(b)  GENERAL ELECTIONS.  Elections which are held simultaneously in all 
districts of the City, whether municipal, county or state elections are referred 
to as General Elections. 

 
(c)  SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.  Special Municipal Elections are 

elections scheduled pursuant to Section 1601.  The dates of any Special 
Municipal Election shall be set by resolution. 

 
(d)  RUN-OFF QUALIFICATION.  The two candidates who poll the greatest 

number of votes for office in the Primary Municipal Election shall be the only 
candidates whose names shall appear on the ballot as candidates for such 
office at the following Run-off Municipal Election. 

 
(e)  TIES.  Anything elsewhere to the contrary notwithstanding, all ties in any 

municipal election shall be decided by lot during open meeting of the 
Council, under the direction of the Council. 

 
(f)  DEATH OF A CANDIDATE.  If a candidate dies after the filing of nomination 

papers for the primary election, the deceased candidate is treated as a 
candidate for all election purposes.  If the deceased candidate is elected, 
the office will be declared vacant as of the beginning of the term of office for 
which the election was held.  The position shall be filled in accordance with 
Section 410. 

 
(g)  MAJORITY OF VOTES.  No person shall be declared elected to the office 

of the Mayor or Council member at any municipal election unless the person 
receives a majority of the votes cast for such office. 
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