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SAN JOSÉ FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Policy  
Effective Date: January 1, 2019 

 

 

In accordance with the 2019 California Fire Code (CFC), San Jose Fire Department (SJFD) enforces the 2019 California 

Building Code (CBC) Chapter 7A, and the 2019 California Residential Code (CRC) section R337, which cover the 

requirements for material and construction methods for buildings subject to exterior wildfire exposure.  

 

See Page 3 of 7 for SJFD WUI Map.  The City of San José Public GIS Viewer can be used to see if a project is located 

within the WUI.  Please use the following weblink, https://gis.sanjoseca.gov/maps/publicgisviewer/, and make sure to turn 

on the Fire Wildland Urban Interface layer. 

 

CBC Chapter 7A and CRC 337: Materials and Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure 

 

New buildings located in any Fire Hazard Severity Zone or any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the 

enforcing agency for which an application for a building permit is submitted on or after January 1, 2008, shall comply 

with all sections of CBC chapter 7A or CRC Section R337, as applies. 

 

1.0 Application: This policy applies to the following buildings: 

• Detached Residential building. 

• Detached Commercial buildings. 

• Detached group U structure except those located at least 50 feet from an applicable building. 

• Detached group U structure except those less than 120 square feet in floor area when located at 
least 30 feet from an applicable building. 

• Additions and alterations to buildings that were permitted and constructed on or after July 1, 
2008. 

• Additions and alterations to buildings that were permitted and constructed on or after 2005, only 
roof and attic vent sections will be required. 

• Subject to above, when more than 50% of the total roof area is being replaced within a one-year 
period, the entire roof covering shall comply with the requirements of CBC 705A/CRC R337.5.2. 

2.0 Construction Details:  Buildings proposed to be built within the SJFD WUI shall comply with all WUI 
materials and construction methods per CBC Chapter 7A and CRC Section R337.  Building Permit Plans are 
to be approved by the SJFD prior to construction.  The applicant shall provide enough details to 
demonstrate that the building proposed to be built complies, including the following: 

• Roofing Detail CBC 705A/CRC 337.5 
Provide all Class-A fire-resistive roofing (total assembly) information per this section including 
roof covering, underlayment materials, decking, valley flashing and gutter protection.  

• Attic Ventilation CBC 706A/CRC 337.6 
Provide details for attic, eave and foundation protection, to resist ember and flame intrusion, and 
ignition-resistant materials of construction. 

• Exterior Coverings CBC 707A/CRC 337.7 
Provide details for ignition-resistant exterior wall covering, open roof eaves, enclosed roof eaves 
and soffits, exterior porch ceilings, floor projections, underfloor protection, and underside of 
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appendages. The underfloor area of elevated or overhanging buildings shall be enclosed 

• Exterior Windows and Doors CBC 708A/CRC R337.8 
Tempered exterior glazing and 1-3/8” minimum solid wood exterior door with ignition-resistant 
assemblies. 

• Decking Floors and Underfloor Protection CBC 709A/CRC R337.9 
Provide all details for ignition-resistant construction of the deck including but not limited to 
decking, surfaces, stair treads, risers and landings 

• Accessory Structures CBC 710A/CRC R337.10 
Arbors, Trellises, patio covers, carports, gazebos and similar structures of an accessory character 
except decks shall be constructed to conform to the ignition resistance requirements. 

See examples of construction requirements on pages 4 and 5, of 7. 

3.0 Vegetation Management Compliance (Defensible Space): CBC 701A.5, CRC R337.1.5, and CFC 4907: 
Provide documentation (on plot plan, or landscape plan) of compliance with PRC 4291.  The State of 
California, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Home-Owner’s Fire Safety Inspection Template 
may be used (attached as pages 6 and 7, of 7). 

4.0 Inspection:  The local Building Inspector shall provide field inspection to verify all construction meets CBC 
701A.4, CRC R337.1.4, and CFC 4905.2 as applies.  Construction methods intended to mitigate wildfire 
exposure shall comply with the wildfire protection building construction requirements contained in the 
California Building Standards Code, including the following: 

• California Building Code, Chapter 7A, 

• California Residential Code, Section R337, 

• California Fire Code, Chapter 49 

• California Referenced Standards Code, Chapter 12-7A.  
 

Where required, all materials shall bear identification (certification) showing the fire performance rating 
thereof.  That certification shall be issued by ICC-ES or a testing facility recognized by the State Fire 
Marshal having a service for inspection of materials at the factory.  Some materials come with the 
certification on the packaging.  These certificates must be maintained for inspection.  If the certification is 
integral to the material (e.g.: stamped on), a rough-in inspection is required for the field inspector to 
verify that proper materials are installed prior to it being covered and/or concealed. 
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