
CAPITOL CALTRAIN STATION AREA PLAN
Community Workshop #1

May 12, 2022

Dahl Elementary School



Agenda

1. Presentation (6:00-6:35)

1. Team Introductions

2. Project Introduction

3. Existing Conditions

4. Design Considerations

2. Design Exercise (6:35-8:00)

3. Summary & Next Steps (8:00-8:30)
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STATION AREA PLANNING



TRANSIT STATION AREA PLANS

www.sanjoseca.gov/planning

The City’s 
blueprint for 

future 
development

http://www.blueprinter.com/
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TRANSIT STATION AREA PLANS

www.sanjoseca.gov/planning

Promote 

economic 
development

Support 

healthy living, 

making it 

easier to walk, 

bike, and take 

transit

Reduce 

traffic, time 

spent driving 

and GHG 

emissions

Create a 

vibrant 

place to live 

and work



COMPONENTS OF AN AREA PLAN
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Updated Land Designations1 Allowed Densities Development Goals & Policies32



COMPONENTS OF AN AREA PLAN
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Design Guidelines (e.g., stepbacks)4



COMPONENTS OF AN AREA PLAN
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Open Space Opportunity Sites5 Plans for Transportation Improvements6



INTRODUCTION
THE CAPITOL CALTRAIN STATION AREA PLAN
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MONTEREY CORRIDOR WORKING GROUP

A collaboration across City departments, Council Districts 2 and 7 

offices, local businesses, and community members striving to:

1. Promote Economic Vitality along Monterey Rd

2. Catalyze Development Opportunities

3. Promote Livability and Sense of Place

In 2019, the working group identified the Capitol Caltrain Station Area 

as an opportunity site for developing a future hub for residents, 

workers, and commuters along the Monterey Corridor.
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CAPITOL STATION

CALTRAIN 2040 PLAN

Today
6 trains/day

60 weekday passengers

2040
20-152 trains/day*

280-1,690 weekday passengers

GILROY

DIRIDON

PALO
ALTO MILLBRAE

SAN 
FRANCISCO

N

*Note: improvements are contingent upon High Speed Rail 

investments in the corridor
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CAPITOL CALTRAIN STATION AREA PLAN

A future hub for 

residents, workers, 

and commuters 

along the Monterey 

Corridor
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CAPITOL CALTRAIN STATION AREA PLAN



PROJECT OUTLINE
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CAPITOL CALTRAIN STATION AREA
EXISTING CONDITIONS





STATION AREA 
BOUNDARY

Total Area: 16 acres



CURRENT USES

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

1. Motels

2. Park-and-ride Lot

3. Auto dealerships

4. Strip mall

5. Small businesses

6. Housing

7. Industrial land uses



CONNECTIVITY
EXISTING CONDITIONS



TRANSIT NETWORK
REGIONAL TRANSIT

CALTRAIN

Service currently limited to 3 
trains/day in each direction 
but is projected to improve 
significantly.

LIGHTRAIL

No light rail within walking 
distance of study area. 

VTA BUSES

Two bus lines (66 and 68) 
run frequently during peak 
hours to connect the study 
area to downtown San José 
and regional transit hubs.

42



TRANSIT NETWORK
LOCAL TRANSIT

BIKE LANES

Bike lanes currently run along 
Monterey Road and Capitol 
Expressway. Monterey bike lane has a 
buffer from car traffic; Capitol 
Expressway bike lane does not.

WALKABILITY

Lack of sidewalk on west side 
of Monterey Road and long 
lengths between signalized crossings 
limits walkability.

TRAFFIC SAFETY

Monterey Road and Capitol Expressway 
are both San Jose Vision Zero High 
Injury Corridors . Vision Zero Corridors 
are the 3% of streets where 30 - 40% 
of fatal and severe injuries occur. 

Sidewalk



OPEN SPACE
EXISTING CONDITIONS



OPEN SPACE
PARKS & TRAILS

• Few open spaces within 
walking distance of study 
area

• Major roads present 
barriers to existing open 
spaces



New residential development is subject to the 

requirements of the City’s ordinances and obligated to:

1. Dedicate new parkland to the City

2. And/or improve new or existing parkland

3. And/or payment of park impact in-lieu fees

4. And/or a combination of these method

The obligation is the equivalent of providing three acres 

of parkland for every 1,000 new residents added by the 

project.

Selma Olinder Park

Photo Source: Staff

OPEN SPACE
PARKLAND REQUIREMENTS



• 700 new residential units generates a 

requirement to provide 4.914 acres of new 

parkland

• Area has less than 1-acre per 1000 residents

• Northern portion of the area is in a high priority 

area

OPEN SPACE
PARKLAND & PLANNED GROWTH

PARK DEVELOPMENT 
REQUIREMENTS

• Minimum of ½ acre of land

• Be adjacent to a public street

• No encumbrances/easements



DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS



Economic Sustainability

What types of businesses should we attract here to support the 

neighborhood?

How can we retain existing small businesses in the station area?

www.sanjoseca.gov/planning



What types of housing do we need?

Low-rise, mid-rise, high-rise or mid-rise mixed

LOW-RISE
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How should we provide housing for a diverse range of community members

(e.g., families, seniors, singles, children)?

Should we have both for-sale and rental housing?

How should we mix housing and workplaces?
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What kinds of transportation solutions will benefit this area the most?
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What are some of your favorite streets (in San José or elsewhere) and why?
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What are your favorite outdoor activities?

What is your favorite park (in San José or elsewhere) and why?

What kinds of open space does the station area need to meet the community’s needs 

(e.g., playgrounds, sports fields, natural areas)?

www.sanjoseca.gov/planning
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DESIGN EXERCISE



Use Legos and the maps provided to construct what you want the station 

area to look like in the future. 

When you are done, discuss what you have built and the following 

questions with your table:

1. Assets: What do you like about the area right now? What do 

you want to preserve?

2. Issues: What issues does the area currently phase? What 

issues might development present? 

3. Opportunities: What would you like to change about the 

station area?

4. What else is on your mind?

Finally, annotate the large station area map with your group’s overall 

vision for the study area. Select one member of your table to share out to 

the broader group.

DESIGN EXERCISE



CONCLUSION



Next Steps
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THANK YOU!


