San _José Fire Department
Office of the Fire Marshal

WITH PRIDE

SAN JOSE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Conformance Policy
Effective Date: January 01, 2017

Wildfires are occurring with increasing frequency and intensity. Wildfires emit black and brown carbon aerosols into the
atmosphere. The technology and strategies that are used to mitigate wildfire risk should also be sustainable solutions.
Recent advancements in WUI and climate resiliency against wildfires include the use of satellite monitoring for fire and
emissions detection, the improvement of risk assessment and fire propagation models, and the enforcement of WUI
building code and policy. Hence, the mitigation of conditions where a wildfire burning in vegetative fuels may readily
transmit fire to buildings and threaten to destroy life, overwhelm fire suppression capabilities, or result in large property
losses shall comply with this policy.

In accordance with the 2016 California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24, Part 9, known as the California Fire Code
(CFC), San Jose Fire Department (SJFD) enforces the CCR, Title 24, Part 2.1, known as the California Building Code
(CBC) and CCR, Title 24, Part 2.5, known as California Residential Code (CRC), Chapter 7A and section R337,
respectively, which cover the requirements for material and construction methods for buildings subject to exterior wildfire
exposure.

See Page 3 of 5 for SJTFD WUI Map. Contact SJFD at (408) 535-7750 and ask for a plan check engineer to confirm if your
property is in the SJFD WUI zone.

Source - CBC Chapter 7A and CRC 337: New Buildings Located in Any Fire Hazard Severity Zone.

New buildings located in any Fire Hazard Severity Zone within State Responsibility Areas, any Local Agency Very-High
Fire Hazard Severity Zone, or any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the enforcing agency (SJFD)
for which an application for a building permit is submitted on or after January 1, 2008, shall comply with all sections of
this chapter.

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by San José Fire Department.

New buildings located in any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area designated by the enforcing agency for which an
application for a building permit is submitted on or after January 1, 2008, shall comply with all sections of CBC chapter
74 or CRC Section R337, as applies.

Application:
This policy applies to the following buildings:
* Detached Residential building.
*  Detached Commercial buildings.
* Detached group U structure except those located at least 50 feet from an applicable building.
* Detached group U structure except those less than120 square feet in floor area when located at least 30 ft. from an
applicable building.
* Additions and alterations to buildings that were permitted and constructed on or after July 1, 2008.
* Additions and alterations to buildings that were permitted and constructed on or after 2005, only roof and attic
vent sections will be required.
* Subject to above, when more than 50% of the total roof area is being replaced within a one-year period, the entire
roof covering shall comply with the requirements of CBC 705A/ CRC R337.5.2.
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Construction Details:
Buildings proposed to be built within the SJFD WUI shall comply with all WUI materials and construction
methods per CBC Chapter 7A and CRC Section R337. The applicant shall, prior to construction, provide
sufficient detail to demonstrate that the building proposed to be built complies. Building Permit Plans are also
to be approved by the SJIFD. The following details shall be provided.
Roofing Detail CBC 705A/CRC 337.5
* Provide all Class-A fire-resistive roofing (total assembly) information per this section including roof
covering, underlayment materials, decking, valley flashing and gutter protection.
Attic Ventilation CBC 706A/CRC 337.6
* Provide details for attic, eave and foundation protection, to resist ember and flame intrusion, and
ignition-resistant materials of construction.
Exterior Coverings CBC 707A/CRC 337.7
* Provide details for ignition-resistant exterior wall covering, open roof eaves, enclosed roof eaves and
soffits, exterior porch ceilings, floor projections, underfloor protection, and underside of appendages.
* The underfloor area of elevated or overhanging buildings shall be enclosed
Exterior Windows and Doors CBC 708A/CRC R337.8
* Tempered exterior glazing and 1-3/8” minimum solid wood exterior door with ignition-resistant
assemblies.
Decking Floors and Underfloor Protection CBC 709A/CRC R337.9
* Provide all details for ignition-resistant construction of the deck including but not limited to decking,
surfaces, stair treads, risers and landings
Accessory Structures
* Arbors, Trellises, patio covers, carports, gazebos and similar structures of an accessory character except
decks shall be constructed to conform to the ignition resistance requirements.
See examples of construction requirements on pages 4 & 5 of 8.
See CalFire WUI Products guide for available products at https://Ipcorp.com/resources/product-

literature/fire-rated-wall-assemblies/california-wui-approved-products-list-english/ (cover shown on page 6
of 8).

YVegetation Management Compliance (Defeasible Space): CBC 701A.5, CRC R337.1.5, and CFC 4907
Provide documentation (on plot plan, or landscape plan) of compliance with PRC 4291. The State of California,
Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection Home-Owner’s Fire Safety Inspection Template may be used (attached as
pages 7 and 8 of §)

Inspection:
The local Building Inspector shall provide field inspection to verify all construction meets CBC 701A.4, CRC

R337.1.4, and CFC 4905.2 as applies. Construction methods intended to mitigate wildfire exposure shall
comply with the wildfire protection building construction requirements contained in the California Building
Standards Code, including the following:

e (alifornia Building Code, Chapter 7A,

e (California Residential Code, Section R337,

e (alifornia Fire Code, Chapter 49

e (alifornia Referenced Standards Code, Chapter 12-7A.
Where required, all materials shall bear identification (certification) showing the fire performance rating
thereof. That certification shall be issued by ICC-ES or a testing facility recognized by the State Fire Marshall
having a service for inspection of materials at the factory. Some materials come with the certification on the
packaging. These certificates must be maintained for inspection. If the certification is integral to the material
(e.g.: Stamped on), a rough-in inspection is required for the field inspector to verify that proper materials are
installed prior to it being covered and/or concealed.



https://lpcorp.com/resources/product-literature/fire-rated-wall-assemblies/california-wui-approved-products-list-english/
https://lpcorp.com/resources/product-literature/fire-rated-wall-assemblies/california-wui-approved-products-list-english/

Page 3 of 8

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Conformance Policy

9JeL3juU| UeqiN PUBIP|IAA
Juswpeds o414 8sor ues

aouanyu| jo asaydg D

90BI9)U| UBGIN PUBIPIIM

suone}s ail4

puaba




Page 4 of 8

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Conformance Policy

“LST V4N 0} BUIpI003€ pajse] Usym ‘Ui 07

‘Jasloud uoyonysuoo pasodod yoes loj pasedaid sBuimelp s)BINI0e 10] SlNMiSONS B JoU ) puB £|Uo BoUaialal 10) S] }esys Sy

L-VLEL piEpuels w4S sad pesoiddy . ‘uonosjaid annbai "s8U0Z puezey aiy u) pejjued
; ou aJe syd aiy Buiw 00,
252 Vel 0} BUIpIoose pajse) usym “uiw et T8 SIS DL #jgHicxine ! L
0T uey) ss8] jou Jo Buijel aouBjsISeI-8li) B SABH » mm__.uwm_ sjUeLR|Sljaquia NEM tou=pe Jaqull)
Wi |2INj2alIYLE |[RA Aneay 10 Uojjonsuos T
e v i) Jusis s topity EE@..WE H,_.“.‘z_:_a_ axg gxg | isod
1A MOIYY L BE- QM 2100 PIOS 0 MISU0D » , AT
UpA HoIy) B/E- 1) po Plos (o paanysuo) UOONKSUOD JUB)SISal 8q [[BYS s(jem Jousxg a0 fjeys suoposlold —— 3t | ween
‘[2LeRwWw Jue)sisel uopub) uonuby aq |leys 100j Jo episiapun 8y, J00|4  jooy
1o 3jgusnquosuou e ag (leys Buippeo tousxg . sBuiso yod Jouaxg

‘uotiosiosd ainbal jou op

:Buimojiog ayl Jo auo uyim Adwon (|BYs Si0op Jouelxg swiaq pue sjsod saquu Ares)]

TWLTL pIEpUBLS N4S Jad pasoiddy .

uey} ssof jou Jo Bunes soueisisal-all 2 aneH .

"SHUN }20|g SSBjD) . enoidde [euy oy Joud mEmEm._d..:UE juswalieuew
sued peseduws) uoiejebaa yiw aoueldwos W aq |jeys Apedosd ayy

[UO JO WY 2y sued sidiingy «

‘Buimo|jo) ayy jo

auo ypm Aldwos jjeys jasuans sse|b |einpnis pue
'{sloop abeiel Suipnjoul) s1o0p JousiXe UM
sBuiuado peze|b 'sioop paze|b ‘smopuim Joueixs

‘Bujwel) [BUlUOU X7 LLNLWIUI
10 Uo|jaN4jSUoD Jue)s|sal
uoljub| ag |jeys s|ieipiens

"Z Jeays aas

‘sanes je uopoejold Jo ‘Ualanisucd juesisal

...mmc_cmao 8l - 9L

‘papiuuad jou ase BuiAey ysaw aiim uoniubi eq yeys Buiping ayy jo 198
sajfiujys pue sayels SANSISBI-IOISOLIOD Ol UlUjiA P2IBOC) SI(E]S pUe 'se|ucajeq
{(+-¥.-Z) ubnom) |-v/-Z} SpJepUEIS W-IS) spiepuels [eysiep POOAL W SSB|D JSER)| B & ym pesjold ‘sayoiod 'sypap jo soepns Buiem sy
2114 Myelg 2(qealdde au upm Buifidwos seljquiosse pue S|BUSIEW B « 2q [jeys Buyyooi mau |y oq fleys SjusA Iy G
‘|enueyy ufiisaq eoue)sisay 2414 uchedossY wnsdAn sy i pajsy sjonpoid -panoidde-inm-eruloyjeasaljquiasse-|jem-pajer-alyaimeaylonpoeid sasinosaljwoo-dioad|:sdny
Buteays pue jsued wnsdAB sy Bujsn sa)jquwiesse Buipnjou ‘ainsodxe sy 1} 19UISIUI 8U) UO 8jgEjIBAR S| UOJONNSUD) SUOZ piezey 2y Bulpiebal uonewou) alopy

‘(8eys ssejuie}s Jo paziuenjel paddip-joy aq j|Bys poom pejeal-UEpIBlal-ail) Ul SIsua]se.]
‘uonoejosd 2y jo pouyiew pascidde Ue Jou ele sJUSWIEET] BOBLINS JSYI0 10 SUIR)S ‘sBUNBOD 'sjuled
‘pannbal aq ||m SUOID8S

JuaA JIE pue jool A|uo ‘GQQZ JAYe 10 UD PajonIsuod pue papiwiad aiam 1ey) sbuiping o} suoielaye

Jousixa 1o} paulisep f|jqwesse jjem pejel a1y inoy-| e jo uojiod Jouspxe syl

‘Bunwely sy} Jo apis 1oueixe =) uo Buparod
ay} puiyaq paidde Buyiesys wnsdAS Jopeixe ¥ adA) .g8/c J0 Jake] aup

-

‘ZE08E "985 DgD 10 siuewalnbes pUE SUIIPPY "/ "800Z ‘L AINM J18YE 10 U0 Pajonisu0d pue paniwad aiam Jeyl sBuipjing o) suonesaye pue
Ay} yiim $81)dwioo 1ey) esn Joleixa o) PalpUSp) POOM pajeal-JUBRIRII-all] . SUOIIPPY "9 "Z'5 JEEH DHD /WS04 DED 4o sjuswainbas syl yym Ajdwod |jeys Bunaiod joos aiqus sy ‘pouad
Jeaf-auo e uiyum padeydal Buiag s1 eale Joo (B30} B3 4O 9505 UBY) 810w uaypy "5 Buiping sigeandde ue woy
()88} €22 1N Jo pE3 NLSY “J O 1SE8| JE pelEon| uaym ESIE 100y Ul a8y aiEnbs Oz UEY) Ss8] asoy) jdeaxa ainjonns 1 dnob peyoejeg
SinuI O} 6-¥.1-Z1 PIepuBlS WS Ui Buif|dwod jeusiew jueysisal uoniuby « “t “Buipjing 8jgeadde ue woy 188y 5 1SE8| 1B paiedo| asoy} idaoxa ainjonis  dnoib payseieq ¢ “sbuippng
‘([e}ew '020N}S) [BUSIEL S|QNISNIGUIOSUON « [E1asswwog payaesq g Buiping [enuspisay payaeisq | sBuipjing Buimojioy sy 03 saidde fayjod M_mt

:uopel
.Buwmoliog sy) Jo sus Aue Ag pejosjoid Bg {|BYs SSGUIBSSE -saidde se *Jpy UonRas Ju7 10 ) Jaideys 9o E.—mcm_:umm
10 sjenalewl Bupaaca Jops|xa au) ‘patnbal sj UojonsLoo juB)sise) uoliub) By IIe yum Aidwoo leys “gooz ‘| Aenuer Jaye Jo uo paluwgns st ywiad Buiping e oy uoneandde ue yaym
NOILONYLSNOD LNVYLSISTH NOILLINDI 1oy RouzBe Buioioyue auyy Aq pajeubisap eary aiy aoepa| ueqin-puelp|ii Aue Ul pajeao) sBuiping map

Juawypedaq and esor ues Aq pajeubisap ealy an4 a2epau] uRqIn-pUBPIIAR

LEEW "99§ D¥D / 8L WD DED
SINAWHMINOTY NOLLONYMLSNOD

(INM) ANOZ T FOVAYALNI NVEIN ANV IATIM




Page S of 8

“pefoid vononisuoco pesodoid yoes soj paredaid sBumesp ejeinooe Joj SNUSgNs B JoU S1 pue AU 30U818)81 10} S1 j53Ys SIL

‘sBujuado 91/ - .81
Buiael [BLSIEW JUB]SISE) UOISOLI00 "|qIENqUIOIUOL B YlIM Palsacd aq |jeys sbuluado juep,

"eoeuns Jeyuns Jo ojed ‘yalod ‘yoap e jo aceuns Bupyiem 1o punolb
sl o)) 188} Z| UEL} 810U PajEDD| SI jUsA aUy) pue s|eLajew Juejsises uogubl jo
2JEISNGUICOUDU JO ele aAea ey Jo apisiepun pasodxs pue SULBADD ||BM JOLISIXS BU) «

L'L'E'206 "09s DED YlM 30UBPI0IIE U) pajjeisul
wiajsAs Japjunds onewoine ue Aq pejasjord Ayny st pajemuena Bueq eoeds oje oyl »

‘suopuco Buimolio) sy} Jo suo
JBU)e LM 82UEPJIODIE U] SBAES PESOioUR JO apisiepun ey} ul pajjwied sie sGujuado Jusp «

‘uopasloid ainbai jou
e S0P WL NS

‘uonasjoud aunbal
jou ssop 1ebps| xg

UOPNASUnD
Juegsisal uonub)

‘pajoajod ag jou
paau SpIBOG BI9SE) pue

uofjonnsuos ‘Bupoo|q 's|ie) Jayel Xz
Jue)sisas uoub)

: ‘uoljonlisuod

i weysisal uonuby ag

|BYs sSpIEnq Jopels

« Buluado juap,
‘uofiosjosd alinbay g
10U Op 5]|BM pus

2|qeb Jeno suoposfoid T— P
Kquesse jooy

‘s|Igep pue saaes|
10 uolRinuwnooe augj
usnaid |[eys sisyng

& ‘paddo)s
= a1y aq |leys
= seyl jsueg
‘peyiuad sle ‘papuad jou aie
Bupyoolqg ybnoayy fupgoo|q ubnouy
sBuuedo juap sBujuado yuap,
NOILD3rOYHd
aN3 3718Vv9 JAV3 A3SOTON3 JAVE N3dO

SNOILOArOdd ANV S3AVI 400Y 40 NOILD31L0YUd

Legd .u.ow D S RL YD DED
SINFNTIINOTY NOLLDMILSNOD
(INM) ANOZ T ADVAIAINI NVERIN ANV IATIM

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Conformance Policy




Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Conformance Policy Page 6 of 8

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT of FORESTRY
and FIRE PROTECTION
OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL

L,;.oﬂﬂl-‘ DEPART

MEy
AMERY & FIRE PROTE VT of

WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE (WUI)
PRODUCTS

Published by CAL-FIRE
FIRE ENGINEERING DIVISION

BUILDING MATERIALS LISTING PROGRAM

Revised July 11, 2011
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HOME-OWNER’S
FIRE SAFETY INSPECTION
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Diefoasible Space Zons
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—

DURING A WILDFIRE, COULD YOUR HOME “STAND ALONE” WITHOUT FIREFIGHTER PROTECTION?
» A fast-moving fire may reach your home before firefighters arrive.
# During a large fire, more homes will be threatened than there ate resources to protect them.
» Every home needing firefighter protection takes firefighters and fire engines away from putting out the fire.

As a resident and/or owner of property near or adjacent to wildland areas, you are required by California’s Public Resources Code
(PRC) Section 4291, to maintain a defensible space around your house and other structures, Included are additional requitements
under the California Fire Code (CFC), and California Building Code (CBC). Completing these items increases the chances that
your home will survive a wildfire, and will reduce the danger to firefighters, neighbors, and sutrounding natural resources.

The checklist below will help you determine what you need to do to comply with the law and reduce your vulnerability to the
threat of wildfire.

IT’s ¥YOUR PROPERTY, YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

PLEASE! DO YOUR PART TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY FIRESAFE.

. DEAD or DYING VEGETATION fto be completely removed unless otherwise specified:

CI00 & Needles, leaves, or other vegetation on roofs, gutters, decks, porches, stairways (#4) PRC 4291(2)(6)

ELE] B. Limbs or trees adjacent to ot overhanging buildings (#3) PRC 4291 (1)(5)

oo C. Leaves, needles, and grass within 30 feet of all structures, including decks, stairways, ete. (#1) PRC 4291(2)(1)
U0 b Trees, brush, branches and limbs 15 feet from the ground and 100 feet from all structures (#12) PRC 420171)(1)
OO0 e Logs ot stumps embedded in the soil: remove OR isolate from structures and other vegetation (#13) PRC 4291a)(1)
LIO F Grass beyond 30 feet from structures: mow to max. 4 inches in height, may stay on the ground (#10) PRC 4201(2)1)

LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned:
UL 6. Mountain misery/bear clover within 30 feet of all structures: remove completely (#2) PRC 4201(2)(1)

OO H Mountain misery/bear clover between 30 and 100 feet of structures: prune overhanging trees to 15 feet (#11) PRC 4201()(1)

L1001 Brush, shrubs, ground-covers, seedling/sapling trees: thin, prune, and space according to table on reverse (#17, 18, 19)
PRC 4291(a)(1)

L0 J. Mature trees: prune at least 6 feet, more on slopes, or where there is underlying vegetation; space according to table on
reverse (H9, 15, 16) PRC 4291(a)(1)
OTHER:
OO0 x Stove pipes, chimney outlets: remove limbs and trees within 10 feet (#5) PRC 4291(x)(4)
OO 1 stove pipes, chimney outlets: cover with Yi-inch mesh screen (#6) CFC 603.8, CFC 10, Sec. 8-10.04(b), CBC 2802.1
OO m Propane tanks: clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above (#7) CFC 3807.3
00 . Woodpiles: clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above (#8) PRC 4291(z)(1)

00 o Non-vegetative flammable material: remove or clear around and cover with fire resistant material (#14) PRC 4291(x)(1)

» Uncorrected items may be cited and fined (up to several hundred dollars per violation).
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R:mn:m: aﬁ"d:ﬂd or dymg_ ]taw::-, nn:d]l:s, grass.

Remowe allf bear clover/mountain misery.

Maintain any tree adjacent to or overhanging any building free of dead or dying wood.

Maintain the roof and gutters of all buildings free of leaves, needles, or other vegetation.

Remowve all limbs within 10 feet of any chimney or stovepipe opening.

Cover all chimney or stovepipe openings with a metal screen having openings no larger than % inch in size.

Clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above propane tanks. Non-volatile vegetation or decorative enclosures are allowed if they
do not hide the tank’s location from firefighters, or impede firefighters’ access to the valve assembly.

8. Clear 10 feet around woodpile(s); maintain free of needles, leaves, and other flammable debrs. Druring fire season, store
firewood as far as possible from structures, and protect woodpiles with fire resistant covering,

9.  Break up the continuous forest canopy by spacing trees according to the rable below.

=l & W A W D =

]D, Dmd,-"dymglewes naadl.eundwdxygrm miay remain on th:gruur.bdm achth ot'3—4 inches.
11. Mountain misery,/bear clover may remain, but overhanging and adjacent trees must be pruned up to 15 feet.

Clearance Requirements In Both Zones

R Il DEAD /DYING A g R

12. Remove all dead or dying brush, trees, limbs and branches within 15 feet of the ground. This includes dead material within
dense plants such as juniper or rosemary.

13. Logs or stamps embedded in the soil must either be removed or isolated from other vegetation and structares.

14. Remove, or clear around and cover with fire-resistant covering all flammable non-vegetative material or household debris, so
that wind-driven firebrands or embers cannot land on or in this matedal and start a fire.

15. Prune trees (remove limbs), up at least 6 feet, (or ¥ - 4 the tree height for small trees), more on slopes.

16, If retaining a “continuous forest canopy” where limbs of one tree touch those of another, prune trees to 15 feet
(or % of tree height for trees under 30 feet, whicheves is less).

17. Thin, remove, and space seedling/sapling trees according to the table below (use ‘Other Planis’ spacing). Prune remaining
sefect trees up Y — Y4 their height.

18. Create vertical spacing between tops of short plants and any limbs above them, of 3 times the height of the lower plant.

19. Break up continuous masses of vegetation by separating trees, bushes, and clumps of ground-cover vegetation with cleared
areas, according to the table below. For privacy, space plants in a checkerboard pattern rather than a solid row.
a.  You may Keep well-maintained and appropriately-watered lawns, ground cover plants, omamental shrubbery, and trees
that are well-spaced, well-pruned, free of all dead material, and which will not spread fire to structures or other
vegetation.

b. You may keep omamental trees or shrubs which have branches down to the ground, but you must remove alf dead
material within, beneath and surrounding them.

Minimum Horizontal Spacing Guidelines
SHRUBS, GROUND-COVERS & OTHER TREES
SLOPE ORNAMENTAL PLANTS Space required betaween
Space requited between elumps of ground-cover tree canopies
- plants, bushes, shrubs, seedlings or sapling trees, etc.
Flat or gentle slope (8% 1o 209%) 2 times the height of the plant 10 Feet
Modcrane slope (20% 1o 40%%) 4 times the height of the plant 20 Feet
Steep slope (Greater than 40%%) 6 times the height of the plant 30 Feet
Vertical Spacing Guidelines
Minimum vertical space between top of lower plants and the bottom limbs of overhanging limbs:
“3 times the height of the lower plant”

For more information on Public Resources Code (PRC) 4291 and making your home fire safe, wisit these websites:
www. fire.ca.gov; www firewise.org: www . firecenterberkeley edu/toolki; or contact your local 5TFD Fire Station.



