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7 Beyond 
Benchmarking 

Steps to 
Compliance

Step 1: Determine Your Building’s Beyond Benchmarking 
Compliance Deadline

Step 2: Determine Whether Your Building Qualifies for a 
Beyond Benchmarking Exemption

Step 3: Verify You Have Submitted Benchmarking Data for 
the Previous Three Years

Step 4: Determine Your Pathway: Performance or 
Improvement

Step 5: Find a Qualified Service Provider

Step 6: Complete Your Pathways

Step 7: Submit Your Forms



Submitting Your 
Compliance 

Forms:
General 

Information

• Reports will be accepted starting in March of building’s deadline year –
two months before your compliance deadline

• A successful submission will generate an email confirmation

• The City will report the results of its review by email

• Maintain all Beyond Benchmarking records for a minimum of five years, 
and/or transfer these records to the new owner if the building is sold

• All forms are located on the Beyond Benchmarking webpage

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/environmental-services/climate-smart-san-jos/energy-and-water-building-performance-ordinance/beyond-benchmarking


Performance Pathway 
Form

• Fill out the form and include all necessary 
attachments:

• Performance Verification Report (in 
the form of Energy Star’s Data 
Verification Checklist)

• Current LEED Existing Buildings 
Operations and Maintenance v4 
Certification (for applicable buildings)

• Temporary Certificate of Occupancy 
or Certificate of Occupancy (for new 
buildings only)



Example ENERGY STAR Data Verification Checklist



Snapshot of ENERGY STAR reporting tab



Improvement Pathway Form

Fill out the form and include all necessary attachments:

• Level II Audit , Retrocommissioning, or Efficiency 
Improvement Measure report

• Only if applicable. Documentation for building status “Pending 
- Project Underway”: submit documentation showing that the 
project has been permitted and/or contracted



Audit Report 
Minimum 

Requirements

• The date(s) that the audit was performed

• Identifying information of auditor

• Information on the Base Building Systems and 
equipment

• List of Retrofit Measures that reduce 
energy/water use, capital improvements

• Functional performance testing reports

• Operational training conducted

• Proof an ASHRAE Level Two (2), or alternate 
approved audit was conducted

• Identifying existing EV infrastructure 
including:

• Number of existing electrical charging 
station and EV Capable parking spaces

• Or number of 40-amp minimum circuit 
capacity near existing parking spaces



Retrocommissioning (RCx) Report 
Minimum Requirements

• The date(s) that the RCx was performed

• Identifying information for the RCx provider

• Information on Base Building Systems and equipment 
both before and after the RCx

• All the RCx process activities undertaken, and RCx 
Measures completed



Efficiency Improvement 
Measures Report 
Minimum 
Requirements

• Descriptions of the measures 
including the date(s) that 
they were implemented

• Information of provider 
implementing the measures

• Information on Base Building 
Systems and equipment

• List of measures that reduce 
energy/water use and 
capital improvements



Beyond Benchmarking 
Resources​

• Our Beyond Benchmarking webpage is where 
all the helpful resources live

• Compliance Guide, FAQs, Compliance 
Schedule, submittal forms, webinar 
recordings, etc.

www.SJEnvironment.org/Beyond-Benchmarking

• For questions

• Email: benchmarking@sanjoseca.gov

www.SJEnvironment.org/Benchmarking

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/environmental-services/climate-smart-san-jos/energy-and-water-building-performance-ordinance/beyond-benchmarking
mailto:benchmarking@sanjoseca.gov
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/benchmarking


Thank you for joining us!
Any Questions?


