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The Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Ser-

vices (PRNS) is committed to serving the residents of San 

José through high-quality recreational services. The depart-

ment also focuses on supporting physical health by providing 

safe open spaces for individuals, families and groups to play 

and enjoy time together. We strive to enhance the well-being 

of residents and visitors of this beautiful city and continue to 

make strides in becoming the national leader in cultivating 

healthy communities.

To achieve our vision, PRNS understands the collective effort 

that is needed to serve you, our residents. Our department 

prides itself in taking a 360° approach to servicing the needs 

of our city. This year’s annual report highlights our depart-

ment’s accomplishments throughout our communities. We 

are proud to share some of the successful partnerships and 

collaborations in the community that continue to create suc-

cessful solutions to complex community issues in order to en-

hance the quality of life for San José residents.  

At the forefront of our department lies the incredible work of 

our dynamic PRNS staff. The department has achieved many 

accomplishments throughout the year and it is with much 

appreciation that I would like to recognize the amazing em-

ployees and their selfless efforts. I am also very grateful for 

our many supporters, volunteers, non-profit agencies, neigh-

boring municipalities, and corporate sponsors, who have tire-

lessly worked to promote healthy living in San José. We look 

forward to sharing another year of memories, opportunities 

and achievements with you.

Julie Edmonds-Mares 
Director of Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood Services

Director’s Message
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National leader of Parks 
and Recreation in  
cultivating healthy  
communities through 
quality programs and 
dynamic public spaces

To build healthy  
communities through 
people, parks and  
programs
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“People, Places and Programs” is the foundation upon which our department 
strives to provide for the City of San José. Serving our residents requires a 
collective effort of individuals, volunteers and various agencies. Develop-
ing quality programs that cater to the social and recreational needs of the 
community is paramount to the way we operate. This year, PRNS has both 
strengthened and established various connections with other agencies and 
community members to enhance these services we passionately provide.
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360° of ACCESS  
to ENRICHMENT

Connecting people to  
lead healthy lives
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services (PRNS) has 

taken a 360° approach to the way we enhance services to 

our residents. Serving a population that ranges from toddlers 

to active adults, we aim to provide experiences that can be 

captured in the memories of people of all ages and abilities. 

Various individuals and organizations work in conjunction 

with PRNS to provide these programs that offer opportuni-

ties for growth, creativity and enjoyment.

PROGRAMS 
for adults

ALL 
ACCESS
Classes

T herapeutics         
168

Staying healthy means staying 
active, and that is not hard to do 
in San Jose.
-PRNS participant

PRNS is committed to keeping children engaged in fun ac-

tivities in safe places during the summer, while also teaching 

youth to exercise and understand healthy nutrition. We lend a 

helping hand so youth, active adults and persons with disabil-

ities have the opportunity to participate in activities. PRNS 

believes in ensuring access for individuals to participate in 

programs by providing a bolstering scholarship program. 

Scholarship funds are supported by local advisory commit-

tees, businesses and foundations.  

2013 Grand total$342,885
S C H O L A R S H I P S 

provided11,898

Connecting People to Opportunity 

AWARDED

For additional information on  
City of San Jose’s PRNS programs and services, 

visit: www.sanjoseca.gov/prns

,
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The City of San José has over 3,400 acres of open space and 193 parks for 
people to enjoy. This year, PRNS made huge accomplishments in the com-
pletion of several large projects. These amazing projects, along with many 
others, could not have been achieved without funding opportunities, sup-
port and collaboration from various agencies working together to provide a 
healthy quality of life for the residents of the City of San José. 

San José’s 5.5 acre Municipal Rose Garden, at one-time a 

prune orchard, is an ongoing, collaborative project between 

PRNS and the Friends of the Rose Garden. The hard work and 

dedication of many individuals culminated in San José receiv-

ing the “Great Rosarians of the World™” (GROW) Hall of Fame 

Award. This garden, featuring over 4,000 rose shrubs, attracts 

thousands of visitors each year from all over the country.

360° of Community  
Opportunities and 
Open Space

Community in bloom

3,700
30,000
V O LU  N T E E R S

Maintenance Hours
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Power in Unity
A harmonious balance was achieved between education, 

private sector and recreation. The Alum Rock School District 

partnered with PRNS to provide new sports fields in the Alum 

Rock neighborhood. Local corporations (NVIDIA, Applied 

Materials) donated supplies and hard-working volunteers 

to complete these projects. The power of uniting individu-

als with a common vision was instrumental in creating a safe 

place and a boost to this community. 

Partnerships have led to the development of:

5 1
Sports
Fields

Running
Track

Commuting through nature
Years ago, the Lower Guadalupe River Trail Project was just 

a dream. Today, you will see a busy trail full of bikers on their 

way to work, joggers getting their daily exercise, and fami-

lies taking a stroll. This collaborative effort links downtown 

San José with the San Francisco Bay, creating a 6.7 mile trail 

system. San José continues to fulfill its goal of achieving 100 

miles of trails by 2022.  

17.3% increase in trail usage 
since the completion of  
the trail!

with funding through the Federal Transportation Bill  
(US DOT-Federal Highway Administration)

Picture toddlers running around without a care, high school 

students practicing soccer, and local school staff assist-

ing with field maintenance throughout the year. This is the 

culmination of a common vision and successful partnership 

between PRNS and Archbishop Mitty High School. This year 

marked the completion of a new synthetic sports-field addi-

tion to John Mise Park. This partnership has created a legacy 

that benefits both the neighborhood and high school to en-

joy for many years to come!

Two Institutions, One Vision

ACRES 
of park11.7
approximate cost savings per year  
maintenance: $107k/year
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As one of the most diverse departments in the City, PRNS continues to lever-
age the abundance of available community and corporate assets. Through 
the work of various partnerships, PRNS continues its commitment to healthy 
neighborhoods with a myriad of services ranging from beautifying the city 
to providing new opportunities for individuals to succeed. 
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360° of Community  
Resources and  
Responsibility

Connecting People to  
Positive Choices
Everyone deserves the option of a better life and a second 

chance. PRNS believes in the strength in numbers, and com-

ing together for a shared vision. One grant program, Bringing 

Everyone’s Strengths Together (BEST), funded by the May-

or’s Gang Prevention Task Force, creates safer communities 

for San José’s youth by providing gang prevention, interven-

tion and suppression programs for gang-impacted youth and 

their families. These programs offer positive activities, educa-

tional opportunities and essential support services.

Connecting People to  
Environmental Awareness
Along with recreational opportunities, PRNS’ 360° approach 

has shown incremental progress in providing programs that 

help support social issues currently impacting residents of 

San José. Through a unique partnership with the Santa Clara 

Valley Water District, the department’s Park Ranger program 

was bolstered by the addition of four new rangers. These 

rangers, along with countless volunteers, several local agen-

cies and public municipalities, are responsible for the protec-

tion of the city’s various watersheds. An added benefit of this 

program is the support our rangers provide to the City’s cur-

rent Homeless Response Initiative, connecting those in need 

to vital resources that can guide individuals toward a new 

path in life. 

78% of youth previously arrested 

have not been incarcerated while 

participating in BEST services.

$2.2 million investment to community based organizations 

through BEST

4 of 12 Rangers funded through joint partnerships
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The City of San José continues to invest in creating public 

facilities that meet the standards of the tenth-largest city in 

the country. The city is increasing and updating its infrastruc-

ture through its Capital Improvement Program (CIP). PRNS’ 

five-year CIP strategy includes the development and com-

pletion of over 150 major projects. With a budget of $283.8 

million, PRNS will continue to focus on the 360° approach 

of enhancing our city’s open space parkland by encourag-

ing partnerships, collaboration and a collective effort from 

various agencies. This investment in our community centers, 

parks, and other facilities will create the foundation for sus-

tainable growth.

A Commitment in Growth

2013 Awards

Funding sources

Park Trust Fund: $68.3 million
Construction and Conveyance Tax Fund: $186.2 million
Measure P “Bond” funding: $19.5 million
Grants and Partnerships: $4.1 million 
Lake Cunningham & Emma Prusch Park  
  Special Funds: $5.7 million

•	 The National League of Cities (NLC) “Achievements 

in Addressing Childhood Obesity” Award - PRNS

•	 Afterschool Collaborative of Santa Clara County 

“Healthy Apple” Award - Seven Trees Community 

Center 

•	 The American Public Works Association (APWA) 

“Public Works Project of the Year” - Seven Trees 

Community Center and Branch Library 

•	 San Andreas Regional Center “Recognition of Merit 

Award for Therapeutic Services” - All Access Pro-

gram.

•	 Acterra Business Environmental Award for “Sustain-

able Built Environment” - Happy Hollow Park & Zoo 

•	 California Construction Magazine “Best Small Proj-

ect Awards of Merit” - Happy Hollow Park & Zoo 

My community center has con-
nected me to new classes & 
people. I can honestly say, it has 
provided me with a healthier 
lifestyle. 
- Program participant
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As we continue to move forward with our vision of being 

the national leader in promoting healthy communities, PRNS 

has committed to enhancing relationships and continuing to 

build community collaboration with prestigious corporations 

and agencies.

A Gift, A Legacy

A Commitment to Your Community

Investing in our neighborhoods 
not only strengthens commu-
nity pride, but it also enhances 
San Jose’s livability for all resi-
dents to enjoy. 
- Community member

360° of Community  
Investment

Sometimes, the power of one can start something wonder-

ful and lasting. A person who cares for San José and for the 

future of our youth steps forward to make a positive impact. 

With a generous gesture of giving from a private donor, PRNS 

and the San José Unified School district are currently building 

two state-of-the-art soccer fields at Allen at Steinbeck Middle 

School. This project will soon provide the community with ac-

cess to soccer fields for years to come!

With the potential to reach a population of almost 1,000,000 

residents in one of the most diverse areas in the United 

States, PRNS continues to seek new relationships by creating 

meaningful partnerships and acquiring sponsorships. We wel-

come anyone with an interest in investing in creating healthy 

communities for residents of the City of San José.

total donation: $4m

Time assets

Capital

This year also marked a significant  
contribution of $1 million to  
Happy Hollow Park and Zoo!
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360° of Sustaining 
Community Impact

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood 

Services continues to sustain a responsible financial founda-

tion in order to provide vital services and programs neces-

sary to maintaining a healthy community. 

The PRNS budget includes multiple funds. The main gen-

eral fund operating budget supports daily operations and 

provides core services to residents. Additional funds under 

management may be earmarked for specific spending pur-

poses and distributed over multiple years.  

Operating Funds*
$57,552,478

Parks Maintenance and Operations: $32,304,513
Recreation and Community Services: $18,674,557
Strategic Support: $6,573,408

FUNDS under Management*

$57,552,478

BEST

citywide programs

municipal golf

gift trust

Community Facility District #14

PRNS OPERATIONS 

$5,005,000

$3,377,027

$2,895,482

$1,868,266

$715,334

Total: $62.2 Million
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Parks Maintenance and Operations: 274
Recreation and Community Services: 179
Strategic Support: 41

Department Revenue*
$22,387,803

authorized positions*

Construction & Conveyance Transfer Funds: $3,538,336
Program Fees: $15,965,006
Grants and Other Income: $2,884,461

end of year performance fy 12-13

$22,387,803

$59,105,766
general fund

  :
$36,717,963

Expense 

Revenue 

projected cost recovery rate for fy 13-14: 41%
fiscal year (FY) 12-13 cost recovery rate: 38%

PRNS focuses on supporting healthy communities by provid-

ing a broad array of quality services for our residents with 

programs that serve all ages and appeal to a wide range of 

interests. All of these efforts are made possible through the 

investment of the following resources, and as a result of dedi-

cated and hard-working volunteers, community members, 

partners, foundation support and staff.

total: 494
full time equivalent

*Fiscal Year 2012-13 12



3,432 acres of parkland

5,938 fitness 
Memberships

1,947 swim lesson
participants

4,320
51,234

volunteers1,148

Friends
12

7
,0

0
0

cubic yards
of litter removed!

5 new
SPORTS
FIELDS!

444,000
admissions        

40,182 
memberships         

6.7 miles of paved 

& unpaved trails 
added      in   2 0 1 3 !

1 , 0 2 2
community
gardeners

1,405
reservations

Campers attended 
san jose Family camp at Yosemite

1,497

20,318
TOTAL Participants 

enrolled in 2013
P R O G R A M S

8,993
Senior
participants

9,851
summer 
camp participants

16% Reduction 

in violence 
of youth related 

incidences

:
1:6 YOUTH CONNECTING 
WITH A CARING ADULT

Happy hollow park & zoo
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94.5 KBAY | AARP | ACE charter school | Adobe Youth Voices | Almaden Library | Almaden Senior Association | Almaden 
Valley Women’s Club | Alum Rock Counseling Center | Alum Rock Neighborhood Association | Alum Rock School Dis-
trict | American Diabetes Association | American Sewing Guild - San Jose | Andrew Hill High School | Archbishop 
Mitty HS | Armadillos Willy’s | Asian American Recovery Services | Asian Americans for Community Involvement | Au-
gust Boeger Middle School | Autism Speaks: Bay Area | Basking Ridge Neighborhood Association | Bateman’s - Senior 
Nutrition | Bernal Intermediate School | Berryessa Art & Wine Festival | Bill Wilson Center | Blackford Neighbor-
hood Association | Boynton High School | Boys & Girls Club | Branham High School | Breathe California | Bridges 
Academy | Broadway High School | BVNA | CA Telephone Access Program | Cal State Model Yacht Club | California 
Community Partners for Youth | California Highway Patrol | California Rare Fruit Growers | California Youth Out-
reach | Camden Community School | Campbell Middle School | Caroline Davis Middle School | Carson Elementary 
School | Castillero Elementary School | Cathedral of Faith | Catholic Charities | CCPA | Center County Occupation-
al Center | Center for Employment Training | Center For Training | Chaboya Middle School | Child Care Provider 
Network | Christmas in the Park | Citizen Schools | City of Sacramento | City of Santa Clara | City of Sunnyvale | City 
Year | Coke a Cola | Committee To Promote Square Dancing | Community Arts & History Support | CommUniverCity | 
Costco | County of Santa Clara | Crossroad Calvary Chapel | Cub Scouts | Cypress Senior Advisory Council | DADS - 
Prevention | Del Mar High School | Downtown Streets Team | East Side Union High School District | Edge School | EMQ 
Families First | Erikson Neighborhood Association | Escuela Popular | Evergreen Farmers Market | Evergreen Li-
brary | Evergreen School District | Evergreen Senior Advisory Council | Evergreen Valley High School | Family and 
Children Services | Family Giving Tree | Far West Wheelchair Athletic Association | Farnham Elementary School | 
Fiesta Educativa | Fire Safe Council | Firehouse | First 5 of Santa Clara County | Fischer Middle School | Foothill 
Community Health Center | Foothill Continuation High School | Franklin McKinley School District | Fresh Lifelines 
for Youth | Fresno Job Corps | Friends of Backesto Park | Friends of Coyote Creek | Friends of Grace Community Cen-
ter | Friends of Los Gatos Creek | Friends of San Jose Rose Garden | Friends of the Library | Friends of Watson Park 
| Friendship Forest | Future Arts Now | Gear Up Bay Area | General Assistance Program | George Mayne Elementary 
School | Girls Scouts of Santa Clara County | Go Kids Inc | Grace Baptist Church | Green Halloween Association of 
Zoos & Aquariums | Gunderson High School | Habitat for Humanity | Habitat for Humanity | Hamann Neighborhood 
Association | Happy Hollow Foundation | Hathaway Neighborhood Association | Havens Neighborhood Association 
| Hayes Neighborhood Association | Health Mobile Inc | Health Trust | Highway 120 Chamber of Commerce | Hip Hop 
Chess Federation | History San Jose | HookIt | Hoover Middle School | Independence High School | Independent Police 
Auditor’s Office | Institute of Sino-American Studies | Iola Williams Senior Advisory Board | Irvine Company | James 
Lick High School | Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Work Project | John Muir Middle School | Joseph George Middle School 
| Joyner/Payne Youth Services Agency | Kellogg’s | Kirk Senior Advisory Board | Kiwanis Club Cambrian Park | Latino 
College Prep | Leadership Public School | Lee Mathson Middle School | Leigh High School | Leland High School | Leon-
ard Herman Intermediate School | Leyva Middle School | Lighthouse of Hope Counseling Center | Lincoln Glen Little 
League | Lincoln High School | Los Gatos Saratoga Recreation | Lynbrook High School | MACSA | Martin Murphy Mid-
dle School | Master Gardeners of Santa Clara County | Mayfair Neighborhood Association | McLaughlin Corridor 
Neighborhood Association | Meadowlands Neighborhood Association | Mid Peninsula Housing Services | Mid Town 
Plaza HOA | Millbrook Elementary School and PTA | Mitty High School | Monopoly in the Park | Monroe Middle School 
| Morrill Middle School | Most Holy Trinity Parish | Mt. Pleasant Elementary School District | Mt. Pleasant Middle 
School | Murdock Neighborhood Association | National Alliance on Mental Illness-Santa Clara County | National 
Compadres Network | National Wheel Chair Basketball Association | Native Garden Volunteers | Neighborhood De-
velopment Center | Nevada Diabetes Association | North Side Youth Sports League | North Valley Little League | 
Northside Neighborhood Association | NVIDIA | Oak Grove High School | Oak Grove School District | Ocala Middle 
School | Office of Cultural Affairs | Office of the District Attorney | One Stop - Campbell | One Stop - Gilroy | One 
Stop - Morgan Hill | One Stop - San Jose | Open Space Authority | Outrigger Canoe Club | Overfelt High School | PAL | 
Paratransit Outreach | Parkview Elementary School | Pathway Society | Pediatric Healthy Lifestyles Clinic | Penin-
sula Family Service | Peter Burnett Middle School | Piedmont High School | Piedmont Hills Middle School | Pioneer 
High School | Plata Arroyo Neighborhood Association | Playa del Rey Neighborhood Association | Positive Alterna-
tive Recreation Teambuilding Impact | Project Access | Project Inspire YWCA | Prospect High School | Prusch Park 
Foundation | PSRT Catering | Racing Hearts | Regional Medical Center | Roosevelt Park Neighborhood Association | 
Rotary Club | Safeway | Saint James Neighborhood Association | SALA | San Andreas Regional Center | San Jose Ac-
tion Sports | San Jose Community School | San Jose Conservation Corps and Charter School | San Jose Earthquakes 
| San Jose Fire Department | San Jose High School | San Jose Jazz Society | San Jose Job Corps | San Jose Mercury News 
| San Jose Public Library | San Jose RACES | San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce | San Jose State University 
| San Jose Unified School District | San Jose Youth Commission | Santa Clara County Department of Family and Chil-
dren Services | Santa Clara County Department of Mental Health | Santa Clara County Drug & Alcohol Services | 
Santa Clara County Fatherhood Collaborative | Santa Clara County Mental Health Department | Santa Clara 
County Office of Education | Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation | Santa Clara County Probation Department | 
Santa Clara County Public Health | Santa Clara County Violence Prevention Unit | Santa Clara Unified School Dis-
trict | Santa Clara Valley Medical Center | Santa Clara Valley Medical Center Brain Research Unit | Santa Clara 
Valley Medical Center Recreation Therapy Unit | Santa Clara Valley Rifle Club | Santa Clara Valley Water District | 
Santa Maria Urban Ministry | Santa Teresa High School | Sartorette Elementary School | Scholastic | Scout-O-Rama 
| Second Harvest Food Bank | Self Help for the Elderly | Senior Net | Sentencing Alternatives | Services for Brain 
Injury | Shakespeare San Jose | Sheppard Middle School | Shiny Side Up | Sierramont Middle School | Silicon Valley 
Children’s Fund | Silicon Valley Creates | Silicon Valley Health Aging Program | Silver Creek High School | Simonds 
Elementary School | SJSU Recreation Therapy Department | SJSU Research Foundation | Snell Community School | 
Source Wise | South Bay Fishing in the City | South Campus Operating Team | South San Jose Softball League | Spartan 
Little League | SPUR | St. Maria Gorretti Parish | Stonegate Park Community Day School | Summit Preparatory Charter 
High School | Sunol Community School | Sylvandale Middle School | Teen Force | The Art of Yoga Project | The City 
Peace Project | The Tenacious Group | THINK Together | Toothmobile | Toro Precision Irrigation & Equipment | Trust 
for Public Land | Ujima | Unity Care Group, Inc. | University of California Cooperative Extension | Urban Parks Con-
cessionaires | US Paralympics | Valley Medical Foundation | Victory Outreach | Viet Heritage Society | Villages Re-
tirement Community | Vintage Volkswagen | Walmart | Weekend Work Program | Westgate Village Neighborhood 
Association | Westmont High School | Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports USA | Willow Glen High School | Willow 
Glen Little League | Willow Glen Middle School | Work 2 Future | Xilinx | Xtra-Assist | Yerba Buena High School | 

Young Life | Youth Science Institute | Zephyr Self Help Center 

An hour, a day or an ongoing commitment can go a long way to making a meaning-

ful impact. Through many grants, sponsorships and volunteer opportunities, PRNS 

has cultivated relationships with community members and private companies. This 

collaborative effort can be seen in our various parks, gardens and community fa-

cilities, and has impacted the lives of numerous people. PRNS would like to send a 

huge thank you to all who have contributed to building healthy communities within 

the City of San José! 

360° of Community SUPPORT

PruschF A R M  P A R K  F O U N D A T I O N

SAN JOSE

City  Council • Mayor Chuck Reed
District 1 Pete Constant • District 2 Ash Kalra • District 3 Sam Liccardo
District 4 Kansen Chu • District 5 Xavier Campos • District 6 Pierluigi Oliverio
District 7 Vice Mayor Madison Nguyen • District 8 Rose Herrera
District 9 Donald Rocha • District 10 Johnny Khamis

Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood Services Senior Staff
Acting Director Julie Edmonds-Mares • Acting Assistant Director Angel Rios, Jr. 
Deputy Director Matt Cano • Deputy Director Steve Hammack
Deputy Director Suzanne Wolf

Foundations

City of San José Department of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services
200 E. Santa Clara St., 9th Floor, San Jose, CA 95113 | P. 408-535-3570 | F. 408-292-6299 | sanjoseca.gov/prns

City  Manager • Debra Figone

Camp San José
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2014 City Council 
 
Mayor 
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6
District 7 
district 8
district 9
district 10
City Manager Edward k. Shikada
acting asst. city manager Noberto duenas

Chuck Reed 
Pete Constant 
Ash Kalra 
Sam Liccardo 
Kansen Chu
Xavier Campos
Pierluigi oliverio
vice mayor madison nguyen
rose herrera
donald rocha
johnny khamis

Parks, Recreation &  
neighborhood services  
senior staff
 
director Julie Edmonds-Mares
assistant director Angel Rios, Jr.
deputy director Matt Cano
deputy director Steve Hammack
deputy director suzanne wolf
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