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n the mid-19th century, lind surveyors hiking beside Upper Penitencia
Cretk described an abundance ofgrm SYCAnTe [rees and ::lpll:n:s,L The
creek supporced 2 green, lush and mixed riparizn corridor with mulciple
Tree sp-n:iu.. Eig!'u' hiztorical suTvey maps showed thar wsel:al:t?nn included
madrone, live oaks. maphes and willows. OF the docomented trees, mose

Tnd::r.. the Westermn speamore q'HnI!.lrlu.r raceosal iz sl one of dche I.i.l#ﬂ'

M and eastly recognized orees abonguide the creek, with its peeling white bark.

" This area is mu_pl'lh: l:_t remaining old-growth Western sycamore groves

; i_h:heﬁnum]hjﬁ&wtfﬂumwﬁmdi:mnursufm:hmﬁ
J inches dage back to Californias Gold Rush.

[
In the urban landscape of e ‘hlamn Valley, mpsz rrees rthar book like |
Western sycamores are actually London plane rrees {Plaranus & scerifolin),

not narive to California. Generically altered by humans o gmw smabler chan g

the Western s:.'c:nmﬂ:l.ﬂ T £ Yose branches, London pla.rl.g rrees have
come o reproduce by pﬂﬂlllll'.l.rﬁ.!'{l‘l'l nagive Western sycamiores, crexting a
new ]'lrbml Larion: 'ﬂlhmﬁ—“ "'I:" decreases the chance for more r
native Wﬂem SYCATENE (rees n‘rdm:mm our local warersheds as chey

have for centuries.

an'l.nudﬂ'r b}' Penitencia Creek, n:.lil":: Wesrern ygamiores seill Fmvi.'k a
braad camepy of wide leaves, shading imd cooling wacers for che sceelhead
roait that spawn in the creck. Able to sprous almost 106 Feet in 25 years, the
Western sycamore drops many limbs ingo the creek pmrnﬂng Tabirar for
:qu:n:r creatures. The voads in the huukqxn homes I:nrmj.u andd
opossums, while songbirds and raprors Tﬂmﬁé EFCANMNES. TeMAIing
I'n]usg and feed on it .i:.n!ﬂmgutdbq.lh

Thl“‘hljgcgmﬂmhhnfﬂ:dh

special attention was given to design the trail with elevated boardwalk segments
along these special trees. Dluhlwhp:uirrﬂnhnmnn-umhnpmmt

i maﬁwmhﬂﬁtm .The elevated wallways allow the
soil underneath the alr and water needed mmmwmm:pm the
rnutwhmﬂﬁhhhwrkwmmm




